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Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment}, and returned to the Council with
an amendment.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2).

Second Reading
b Debate resumed from the 21lst Novem-
er.

MR, EVANS (XKalgoorlie) [11.55 p.m.]:
As I mentioned when speaking to the pre-
vious measure, I support this Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.,

Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and passed.

House adjourned at 11.58 p.m.

Lpnislative Counril

* Thursday, the 23rd November, 1967

The PRESIDENT (The Hon, L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 1130 a.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (9): ON NOTICE
ROSSMOYNE HIGH SCHOOL

Intake of Children from
Lynwood School

1. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the 7th grade children liv-
ing in the Lynwood ares be com-
pelled to attend the Rossmoyne
High School in the 1968 school
year?

(2) If so0, what arrangements have
been made to enable parenis to
make advance preparations for
their children who will be attend-
ing the new school In terms of
books, uniforms, etc.?

(3) Will sufficient eguipment be avail-
able at the Rossmoyne High
Schoo! o meet the requirements
of all pupils, particuiarly the pro-
vision of lockers?

[(COUNCTIL.]

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Yes.

(2} A circular now being prepared by
the principal covering all of these
matters will be issued to the pupils
concerned shortly.

(3) Yes.

FLORA AND FAUNA RESERVES

Grass Paich and Scaddan: Tracks for
Fire and Vermin Control

2. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBES asked the

Minister for Fisheries and Fauna;
Purther to my question of the 21st
November, 1967, will the Main
Roads Departinent provide access
tracks, where the 10-chain roads
exist in the area west of Grass
Patch and Scaddan, for—

(a) firefighting purposes;

(h) dog and vermin contrel; and

(¢) dog tracking, baiting and trap-
ping purposes?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied;
No. These roads are under the
control of the local authority which
is responsible for the provisionh of
any access tracks which may be
required for the purposes stated.

MINERAL FIND NEAR ROEBOURNE

Authenticity of Press Report
3. The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the Minister advise the House
if the article published in The
West Australian of the 11th Nov-
ember, 1967 under the heading
“mineral find near Roebourne” s
authentic?

(2) If the report is factual, where is
the location of the 1,000 tons of
ore claimed In the report to have
been mined?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) and (2) The contents of the re-
port in The West Ausiralian of
the 11th November, 1967, were not
supplied by the Mines Department,
and the department has no in-
formation respecting this report.

LAND EAST OF HYDEN
Release and Access Roads

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) What work has been carried out
east of Hyden, including the
Forrestania area, in testing and
proving the suitability of this area
for agriculture?

(2) Is it intended to release any land
in this area in the near future—
{a) If 50, when?

(b) If not, what is the reason?

(3) Does road access to this area exist?
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If the reply to (3) is “No,” will
the Main Roads Department
construct access roads?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

)

2

3)
4)

Between 1960 and 1966 a wide
range of experiments were con-
ducted on the Forrestania experi-
mental area to determine ylelds
of wheat, oats, barley, and pasture.
The provision of stock water is
likely to be difficult as suitable
dam sites appear to be scarce.

In addition to the experiments at
Forrestania, the Department of
Agriculture conducts a wide range
of experiments on farmers' pro-
perties in the Hyden area.

A 50il survey, with the bulldozing
of access tracks, is to be carried
out in the Marvel Loch-Forre-
stania-Lake Johnson area com-
mencing approximately mid-1968.
A decision on which areas might
be released is dependent upon the
results of this soil survey, and
water storage investigation being
carried out by the Department of
Agriculture,

Limited access is available.
Normally the responsibility of the
local authority.

ROSSMOYNE HIGH SCHOOL
Books, Uniforms, Fees, and Transport

The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Minister
for Mines:

Will the parents of the students
who will be attending the new
Rossmoyne High School in Feb-
ruary, 1968, be agdvised in good
time of the books, uniforms and
fees needed, and of transport ar-
rangements, ete., so that they can
make the necessary preparations
for their children's attendance?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:

Yes. A circular now being pre-
pared by the principal covering all
of these matters will shortly be
issued to all grade VII pupils in
contributory schools.

AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOLS

Applicalions for Admissions,
Accommodation, and Cost

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

Further to my questions on Tues-

day, the 21st November, 1967,
relating to agricultural high
schogls—

(1) Must applicants for admis-
sion to these schools—
(a) possess the Junior Certifi-
cate; or
(b} have attained the Junior
standard?
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(2) If neither of the above re-
quirements are necessary,
what are the scholastic
attainments necessary for
admission?

(3) (a) What were the numbers
of unsuccessful appli-
cants who applied for
admission for the years
1962 to 1966 inclusive;
and

(b} was the lack of accom-
modation the sole reason
applying to these unsuc-
cessful applicants, plus
the 30 to the 30th June,
19677

(4} (a) Has additional accom-
modation been added
during this current year
to any of the four schools
mentioned in my previous
question; and .

(b} if so, at what schools;
and .

(¢) what have the additions
provided for?

(5) Is it envisaged that additional
accommodation will he pro-
vided at any of the other
schools in this financial year?

(6) Could an estimated flgure be
given as tp what amount of
money would be required to
establish an agricultural high
school with the minimum re-
quirement of housing, say, 40
students utilising Crown
land?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:

(1)

(2)

(3

4

(5)

(6)

(a) No.

(h) No. However, educational
standard is considered at the
time of selection of appli-
cants,

The minimum regquirement is

completion of grade VII,

(a) It is regretted that figures
for these years have not been
retained.

(h) No., Some applicants were
rejected as being unsuited to
training in agriculture.

(a) Yes.

(b) Harvey, Narrogin,

"{c} At Harvey & new wing has

been added to the existing
dormitory. This wing accom-
modates 24 students.
At Narrogin a new dormitory
for 60 students will replace
the existing  substandard
structure. )
Plans are being drawn for new
gccommodsation at Cunderdin.
It is difficult to estimate without
an Indication as to the district
and, therefore, the major farming
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emphasis. However, it is un-
likely that minimum student
accommeodation, staff housing,
farm improvements, machinery,
and livestock could be provided
at less than an estimated
$350,000.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Extension to Kondinin Area
7. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines: ’

(1} Is it contemplated that the State
Electricity Commission will, in the
near future, extend the power lines
to service the Kondinin Shire
Council and other adjacent areas?

(2) If so, when can it be expected that
this serviee will commence?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) No,
(2) I is too early to give a firm date.

RAINFALL
Widgiemooltha-Pioneer-Marvel Loch
Area

8. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1> Has any rainfall gauging been car-
ried out in the area bounded by
Widgiemooltha-Pioneer and west-
ward to the Marvel Loch area?

(2) If so, what are the average read-
ings since gauging commenced?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) and (2) Some gauging has been
carried out on the borders of the
area designated. The Common-
wealth Bureau of Meteorology has
records going hack in some cases
for over 50 years in areas close to
those mentioned.
If the honourable member cares
to contact the bureau the informa-
tion will be supplied.

HOUSING
Kalgoorlie:; Programime

9. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the Minister ascertain whe-
ther .the Minister for Housing is
aware of the report in the
Kalgooriie Miner dated the 15th
November, 1967, wherein it was
stated that there is need for 300
homes in Kalgoorlie, and that
immediate and strong representa-
tion would be made to the appro-
priate authorities stressing this
need?

Is this particular housing need
confirmed by the State Housing
Commission, and is it borne out
by investigation by its officers?
3) If so,
plans of the State Housing Com-

(2)

what are the immediate.

{COUNCIL.]

mission to rectify or alleviate this
housing shortage?

(4) How many houses is it planned to
erect in 1968°?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1} The Minister for Housing advises
that he has not seen the report
referred to.

(2) See answers to (1), (3), and (4).

(3) and (4) Five houses are nearing
completion, At present there are
11 family applicants and one
couple. These include four appli-
cations lodged only this menth,
After allocation of the flve houses
the application position will he
reviewed early in 1968.

MARKING OF LAMB AND
HOGGET BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from

November.

the 22nd

THE HON. R. H. C. STUBBS (South-
East) [11.39 a.m.]: This Bill, as the Min-
ister has told us, provides for the use of an
approved roller brand; and for the issue
of such brand to particular approved ab-
attoirs or slaughteryards for the purpose
of marking lamb and hogget. The mark-
ing of carcases will be under the supervi-
sion of an inspector who is trained in meat
inspection. It will be his responsibility to
ensure that a slaughtered animal is hogget
or lamb, and this will be determined by
inspection of the mouth of the animal. ‘

We find advertisements in the paper
for spring lamb and sucker lamb,
and others for lamb and hogget. I am
afraid some of the carcases that have been
advertised in the past have been over-
rated. I think some carcases in the varlous
categories have often been of very much
older sheep. Of course, there are smart
alecks in every trade; sp naturally there
are some in the butchering trade.

‘The main thing is that this Bill will pro-
tect the consuming public who, by the
markings, will know whether meat is
lamb or hogget. The markings will be
from the neck to the rump, and ib
different cclours. The public will get to
know those colours.

The measure will have the effect of
helping the producer, because once the
public is aware they can get meat marked
in a bona flde manner, it will boost the
trade and there will be another outlet
for the producer. Besides helping the
housewife and the producer, the measure
also will help the butcher who suffers
from dishonest competition from another
butcher who is now passing on mutton as
hogget.

I have seen some dreadful looking lamb
and hogget labelled as such in some of the
butcher shops I have attended. I think
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that some of the sheep slaughtered in
country siaughteryards are slaughtered
to save them from dying.

The Hon. L. A. Logan:
they were not dead first?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Meat In-
spectors will decide which carcases are
lamb and which are hogget, and the other
carcases will be mutton. A lamb is a
young animal of either sex which has not
acquired any permanent incisor teeth and
shows full lamb characteristics of colour
and conformsation. A hogget is a two-tooth
animal; or, to put it in another way, &
sheep of either sex is a hogget from the
time the first pair of permanent incisors
cut through the gum. Therefore carcases
passed and branded will be identifitable and
be true to label.

In the past, the reason for branding
meat was to identify the abattoir and to
show it had bheen properly inspected, but
now the public will have a guarantee that
meat is either lamb or hogget. The inspec-
tors will be looking for shortcomings in the
slaughteryards or abattoirs, hecauvse they
are there not only to inspect the meat but
also to see that high standards are ob-
served. So it is comfoiting for the public
to know that they will be buying meat that
is passed by an inspector and which is of
a high quality, clean, hygienic, and pro-
perly branded,

T am interested in the penalties of $100
for a first offence and $200 for a second
and subsequent offence. This will make it
unattractive for anyone to try to put some-
thinng over. Naiurally there are people
who do this sart of thing. I am interested
in the poweis of entry of an inspector; and
the penalty for obstructing an inspector
in the eourse of his duties is again $100 for
a first offence and $200 for a second and
subsequent offence.

Under the Health Aet, a health inspector
has very wide powers and, if necessary, he
can break down obstructions in order to
gain entry. What intrigues me is that the
penalty for refusing entiry to a health in-
spector i{s only $10, or a daily penalty of
$2. Penalties for obsiruction should be
high, because an inspector has a duty to
the public, the consumer, and the pro-
ducer.

I support the Bill. The good that will
come out of it is that evervone will benefit
from a high standard of meat and the
honesty that will be achieved.

Are you sure

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[11.45 am.]l: 1. too, believe that the
general public will welcome this Bill. In
the past only lamb has been branded to
indicate the quality of the meat. T think
everybody has seen this branded meat in a
butcher's shop. There is a red brand down
the side of the carcase indicating that it
is lamb. However, as Mr. Stubbs said, a lot
of old mutton has been sold as hogget.

If one goes to the Midland market—as
most of the farmer members of this Cham-
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ber, as well as you, Sir have done—aone sees
very little hogget at the weekly market and
one realises that more hogget is sold in the
metropolitan area than ever went into the
Midland market. That is why the house-
wife and her family will benefit from the
passing of this measure; they will know
that when they buy hogget it will be hogget
because of the brand.

There is no doubt about the fact thai
inspectors will ensure that hogget is

branded hogget and mutton is not
branded hogget or lamb. Ii is not
right for a wholesaler to buy a

line of sheep at Midland, and dispose of
those sheep to a butcher as hogget when
they are many years older. For that reason
this Bill will do a lot of good in respect
of the consumer; and it will possibly assist
the primary producer in the sale of his
sheep at the markets. T support the Bill
and believe it will receive the full endorse-
ment of this Chamber.

THE HON. 8. T. J. THOMPSON (Lower
Central) [11.48 am.l: I did not intend
to speak to this measure, which is quite
a worthy one, but I cannot let the remarks
of Mr. Stubbs and Mr. Baxter pass when
they speak of sheep inh the country areas
being slaughtered at a time when they
are ready to die. I absolutely refute this,
Farmers with old sheep to sell send them
to Midland, and not to saleyards in the
country; because no local buicher in the
country would have any chance of selling
that meat.

I was interested to see that provision
has been made in regard to areas not
served by a meat inspector. I notice there
is provision for the Governor to proclaim
certain areas. Quite a number of small
country areas do not have regular meat
inspectors; and it would be impossible for
the present inspectors to operate over the
whole of the State.

Generally speaking, this is quite a
worthy Bill because of the protection it
provides. I remember Mr. Abbey talking
about tooth clipping. It will be too bad
if this method is tried in order to make
sheep sppear to be hoggets as the Bill
mentions that if they have two permanent
teeth they are still hoggets. I support the
Bill.

THE HON. F. J. §. WISE (North) [11.50
am.l: I did not intend to speak to this
measure, but was provoked inte doing so.
I wonder whether all members are aware
of the large teeth which sheep get in the
upper jaw. The situation {5 the same as
judging a hen by its teeth. Hens not
having teeth, it is our own teeth which
tell us. -

However, being very serious on the mat-
ter, I think it is important that the publie
be assured that the dyes used on the
animal to brand it from stem to stern—
I will not horrow the term used by Mr.
Heitman—are not deleterious to health.
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The Hon, L. A, Logan: I said from neck
to rump.

The Hon, F. J. 8 WISE: I said from
stem to stern, but Mr. Heitman said some-
thing else. Very often a fine portion of a
carcase of a lamb is smudged by the dye
and is most unattractive. It is very im-
portant that the public has confidence in
the brand and knows that there is nothing
deleterious in the dye used. A smudged
brand is very unattractive and must
prejudice sales unless carefully watched.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
[11.52 a.m.): Like Mr. Wise, I am pro-
voked into saying one or two words on
this Bill. A minute ago the honourable
member asked me privately if the dye had
anything to do with the dying of the
sheep, I said that most sheep are not
dead when they are killed: they die after-
wards. It will be a big advantage for the
housewives to know they are buying
younger sheep when they buy hogget. How-
ever, I would remind members that a very
old ewe, if killed at the righf{ time, can
have a delicious fAavour when cooked. In
the past, many butchers have been able
to pick out these sheep at the saleyards.
They are mainly the small-framed ewes
which are fattened quickly before they are
killed, I defy the best of housewives to
pick the meaft out in the shop and indi-
cate that it is not hogget. It has a lovely
flavour and is very tender to eat., There-
fore, although the housewife would be pay-
ing hogget prices for it, it would still be a
flavourous piece of meat and be very
tender.

As Mr, Wise said, it is not always the
sheep’s teeth which indicate whether the
animal is hogget. It is often our own.
Actually, this applies to any meat.
Ailthough the Bill indicates that hogget
must have no more than two teeth, it is
possible for a 1}-year-pld sheep to have
four incisers on the botton jaw, not on
the top jaw as Mr. Wise mentioned and
where some people look for them. Despite
the fact that the animal has four teeth,
it could still be only one and a half years
old.

Under this measure I feel the housewlife
will be able fo buy with the utmost con-
fidence. She will know that she is not
getting meat from sheep which died before
they could be killed. I support the Bill.

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Upper West—
Minister for Local Government) [11.55
am.]l; I had no intention of replying to
the debate, but I, too, have been provoked
inte doing so. I sincerely hope that the
spirit which has prevailed during this
debate continues for the rest of the day.
I do not know that there is anything to
which I must reply, except the question
raised by Mr. Wise about the dye. I have
been informed by my learned friend, the
Minister for Health, that the dyes are
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tested by officers of the Public Health
Department, and therefore, as far as poss-
ible, this would be a guarantee to the
housewife. Incidentally, it is not only
the housewife who is concerned, hecause
I have to do the shopping at the moment.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Do you agree
about the smudgy brand?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: 1 agree that
it makes the carcase very unattractive, and
some care must be taken by those doing
the branding to ensure that the meat is
presented in the most attractive form
possible. I think this has some efiect on
the price the housewife is prepared to
pay.

I agree with Mr. Syd Thompson that
most of the old stagers find their way
into smallgoods, and as most smallgoods
are manufactured in the metropolitan
area, this is their destination, I think it
is fair to say that without this type of
meat the quality of the smallgpods today
would not be so high. A few years ago
all our old beef cattle were exported to
America purely for the manufacture of
smaligoods, because most American beef
is produced so rapidly that most of it
1s fat in any case, and is no good
for hamburger steaks, and so on. There-
fore it is essential that the type of meat
to which I previously referred be available
for our smallgoods.

I apgree that a freshly-fattened, old,
gummy ewe is possibly as good as any
sheep to eat, from a mutton point of view,
However, if they are not fattened smartly,
they are very tough.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Thaf is gen-
erally the taste of a man who hsas been
on the land.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I appreciate my
own taste and I would much prefer the
flavour of a newly-fattened and freshly-
killed gummy ewe to a lamb, because the
flavour is so nice. However, it is almost im-
possible to get enough of these animals of
the same quality at the same time. There-
fore it is essential tp ensure that the
housewife does not have the gummy ewes
passed on to her as lamb or hogget.

While this Bill may not be perfect, like
Mr. Stubbs I bhelieve the penalties will be
some deterrent to those who might like
to make a few quid on the quick by do-
ing the wrong thing. I believe the Bill
is a move in the right direction and will
give some security to those who purchase
meat, If they desire to purchase good
quality lamb or hogget, they can rest
assured that to the best of the ability of
the department, they will be able to do
S0.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee

The Chairman of Committees (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) in the Chair; The Hon.



{Thursday, 23 November, 1967.]

L. A. Logan (Minjster for Local Govern-
ment) in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.

Clause 5: Manufacture of marking de-
vices, ete—

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: During my
second reading speech I indicated that a
query had been raised in the Legislative
Assembly with regard to the definition ot
& marking device, T gave nolice that I
would introduce an amendment, and it
appears on the notice paper and is self-
explanatory. 1 move an amendment—

Page 5—Insert after subclause (3)

the following new subclause to stand
as subelause (4):—

(4) In subsection (3) of this section
“marking device” means any
device that is capable of being
used with an ink or stain fo
produce on the carcass of the
sheep a mark similar to that
descrtbed in paragraphs (d) and
(e) of subsection (1) of section
4 of this Act. -

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 6 to 12 put and passed,

Title put and pessed.

Report
Bill reported, with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government), ‘and returned to the As-
sembly with an amendment.

RESERVES BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 22nd Nov-
ember.

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North) [12.3
pm.]: For very many years it has been
customary for the Reserves Bill to be in-
troduced within the last day or two of the
Parliamentary session. The reason for this
is that much work has to be done in con-
nection with reserves, especially where
there are to be excisions from Class “A"
reserves. The matters raised during the
vear require a lot of scrutiny, examination,
and thought before a decision is reached
by the Minister.

Because of that, the delay in some cases
is understandable. However, I have often
thought—and I have been guilty in this
regard—that it is not fair to Parliament
or to the people concerned to have such
" a restricted time to consider the Bills,
-and to be able to give them only a cursory
examination. This is something which
successive Governments have done, ang 1
do not ralse the point in a complaining
manner, except to say it would be better
to have two reserves Bills a year than to
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have one dealing with 20 proposals put
before us in the last hours of the parla-
mentary session.

For example, I have in front of me a
file which was given i{o me last evening
by my leader. The file deals with all the
proposals in the Bill, and it also contains
all the plans. Buf who else has seen the
contents of this flle? No-one. So I raise
the point and I hope that in future con-
sideration will be given to the introduction
of two reserves Bills, one concerning those
areas which have been considered up to
the commencement of the session, and an-
other Bill dealing with those which are
handled during the session.

Important areas are concerned in this
Bill, and I hope someone will adjourn the
debate. For example, there is s very
important excision dealing with a bhoronia
reserve at Albany. I feel sure that Mr. Jack
Thomson would need no provoking to
realise the importance of that excision.
Similarly, other members will ind some-~
thing in the Bill affecting their distriets.
I am not provoking arguments—or
speeches—but I say that members are not
giving enough consideration to these
matiers if we continue in this manner.

There are only two or three clauses to
which I shall refer. Clause 5 of the Bill
deals with a reserve at Broome. Anyone
who knows Broome can picture the shire
office, the infant health centre, the cricket
pitch, and the tennis court. Believe it or
not, I played on both the cricket ground
and the tennis court when I was living in
Broome many years ago. I am concerned
with this particular clause, and others.
Where this Blll takes definite action to
reduce the status of a reserve from Class
“A” to Class “C"—which renders the re-
serve disposable—we should have a definite
and carefully prepared plan presented in-
dicating the future of the land, before
we agree to the change.

However, in the case of the reserve at
Broome no such purpose is shown. The
reason given is that the land is no longer
reqguired for, or is sultable for, the purpose
initially contemplated for that area. There
will be some town planning associated with
the area, but I think the time to make the
change of purpose is when the decisions
have been reached. Hypothetical cases are
not good enough.

I think members will agree with that
point of view. The only land in this com-
munity which ls sacrosanect i1s a Class “A™
reserve, whilst so classified. However, it
will be found in more than one clause of
this Bill that reference is made to some
future planning for an area, once its pur-
pose Is changed. We should know, at this
stage, what will be done with all Class “A"
land which is changed. I think that what
is proposed in Broome could well satisfy
everybody, but I also think there i5 an
cbligaticn te precvide Parliament with all
the information and the plans for the ares
at the time of the introduction of this Bill.
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The next area 1 will refer to is the site
for a concert hall and associated uses, The
reserve involved is No., 22240, in Perth,
classified as of Class "A” The area is
proposed to be reserved for concert hall
purposes.

Mr. President, I do not like using a per-
sonal pronoun, but I am afraid I must in
this case, because I have had an association
with this area for a long time. 1 was
chairman of a Select Committee of both
Houses of Parliament which was appointed
to inquire into sites for public buildings.
From memory, the inguiry was held in
1938. The report of that Seleet Committee
is filed in the records of Parliament. We
recommended to Parliament, and Parlia-
ment agreed, that the ares from Victoria
Avenue to a point just past the lodge of
Government House should be excised and
Christian Brothers” College, as it then
was, purchased. We suggested@ that the
whole site should be reserved for public
buildings of Perth, and also that the
buildings should bhe erected during a
certain period.

That reeommendation was made by three
members of this Chamber and three them-
bers from another place. It was made after
we had,scrutinised 15 possible areas which
existed at that time around Perth to con-
sider their suitability for pubiic buildings.
We believed that the area we selected would
provide something similar to the type of
area that obtains in Vietoria, near the
Fitzroy Gardens, where there is a glorious
row of public buildings behind the Victor-
ian Parliament House in Spring Street. We
thought this idea could he duplicated on
the beautiful area overlooking the Swan.
This area was accessible to all transport
which was then operating and anyone
alighting from a bus, train, or ferry did
not have to take a taxl but was within
walking distance,

I khow at the fime I was criticised for
suggesting that ground should be taken
from the Government Domain. The area
involved was 73 acres. However, I am sure
all members can imagine what a glorious
sicht it was, extending as it did to the
Esplanade and embracing the Christian
Brothers’ College site.

Now the purpose has been changed. The
land which was formerly owned by the
Aquinas trustees and set aside for the
Chevron-Hiilton hoftel has now been
selected by the Government as the best
site for Perth's concert hall and associated
uses. Of course, it may be the best site
now available.

However, if members logk at the com-
plete plan of the area, they will see the
extremely valuable land in the near vicinity
which will be used only for the purpose of
parking, if this project goes through. 1
sincerely hope that the lovely avenue of
trees in Victoria Avenue is undisturbed,
even if a concert hall is erected on the site.

I am not going to hold up the passage of
the Bill. I am sure other members will

[COUNCIL.]

wish to have the opportunity I have had
to look at the flle and the associated plans.
I do not want to delay the Minister in his
endeavour to get Bills through today.
However, we would be neither wasting time
nor delaying matters if the debate were
adjourned by somebody who is interested
in a particular item so that he can study
the plans on the file.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: ‘Two files are

available,
The Hon. ¥. J. §. WISE: T did not know
that. I nope the Minister will take heed

of the criticism I have levelled—even
against some of my own actions in the
past—in bringing a Reserves Bill to
Parliament at an howr such as this. I
think it is very important legislation. I
support the Bill,

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[12.15 pm.1: I wish to support the Bill
and also some of the remarks which Mr,
Wise has just made. I consider the Bill
is, indeed, an important one in the parlia-
mentary year. It appears every year be-
cause, by customn, it is an annual measure.

I can see no real reason why a Bill to
consider measures that are proposed up to
a particilar point of time in any one year
should not be iniroduced earlier in the
parliamentary session. At the end of the
parliamentary session in the same year, if
necessary, we could consider a further Bill.
I think this is a reasonable suggestion;
because, as Mr, Wise has mentioned, there
are a number of very important matters
covered by a measure of this type. It is
only reasonable that members of Parlia-
ment should have the opportunity to ex-
amine thoroughly any sareas which may
be considered for change and alteration.
As members of Parliament, this is our
prercgative and we should have as much
opportunity as possible to consider this
type of legislation. I wished to record my
thoughts on this matter, and I support
the Bill.

THE HON. N, E. BAXTER (Central)
[12.16 p.n.l: Rather than move an ad-
journment of the measure, I will raise a
few queries which the Minister, when he
replies, may be able to clarify from his
own notes and from the file.

I refer, firstly, to clause 11 of the Bill
which refers to Mosman Park Reserve No.
2077. Subclause (2) reads as follows;—

(2} The purpose of Reserve No. 2077
is hereby changed from “Recreation”
to “Housing”,

The reserve is being reclassified as a “C”-
class reserve. My mind goes back to the
provisions of the Town Planning and De-
velopment Act whereby, when a subdivi-
sion is made, the local authority cen take
10 per cent. of it. If a local authority
takes 10 per cent. of subdivisional land for
the purpose of recreation, as laid down in
the legislation, and, at a later stage, the
reserve is reclassified for housing it does
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not appear to be right that the land vested
in the local authority can be sold by it
and, probably, at enhanced values,

I refer, secondly, to clause 14, subclause
(2), where it is stated that an area of
approximately 55 acres is to be excised.
It is stated in subelause (3) that this area
of land may be made available for forestry
purposes,

The Hon. L. A, Logan: What clause is
this?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I am refer-
ring to clause 14. Perhaps the Minister
may be able to indicate whether the area
will be used for forests, for forestry build-
ings, or for what purposes it is envisaged
the Forests Department could use this
land. These are the only two queries
which I raise through glancing at the
legislation and without having much in-
formation to hand. I support the measure.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropoli-
fan) [12.18 p.m.1: This time, I rise com-
pletely on the side of the Mosman Park
Town Council. I congratulate it, firstly,
on the conference which was held at
which members of departments were
represented and, secondly, on the sugges-
tion that the area of Reserve No. 2077
should not be used for recreational pur-
poses but for the purposes of housing. The
couneil - should he given credit for pro-
ducing an argument to this effect. I do
not think there is any reason to read out
all of the reasons which have been given
by the Mosman Park Town Council. When
regarded as evidence, all the reasons are
pure quality.

I am pleased the council has taken the
opportunity to make a claim that the
purposes for which this area is to be used
should bhe changed from recreation to
housing.

An interesting point which would pos-
sibly support some of the arguments sub-
mitted by the council is thaet if any type
of recreation was being conducted on the
area there is every likelihood that the
driver of a vehicle travelling along Stirling
Highway may have his attention dis-
tracted from the road to the activilies on
this recreational area which may lead to
an accident. The reserve is situated on
the corner of Wellington Street and Stir-
ling Highway and at this point the driver
of any vehicle requires to exercise the
createst care and attention whilst ap-
proaching the intersection.

Therefore I fully support the couneil in
its eclaim to have this area used for
housing purposes rather than recreational
purposes.

THE HON. F. D. WILLMOTT (South-
West) [1221 pm.]: I do not wish to
delay the House for any length of time,
but I agree with Mr. Wise that his sug-
gestion that perhaps two Reserves Bills
could be Introduced each session is worthy
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of the department’s consideration. As it
happens, in the Reserves Bill at present
before the House there is only one item
which is of any importance or interest to
the people of my district, but on other
occasions there have been quite a number
of areas set out in the Reserves Bill which
are situated within the boundaries of my
province and which could be of consider-
able interest to those I represent.

Whilst T am on my feet I draw the
Minister’s attention to clause 4 of the Bill
which deals with Class “A” Reserve No.
24364. In the Minister's notes the number
of the reserve is given as 24363. I have
checked the plan submitied with the Bill
and I have found the number in the Bill
is correct, and that in the Minister's notes
it is incorrect, so it may be advisable for
the Minister to make the necessary cor-
rection in his notes,

THE HON. L. A, LOGAN (Upper West
—Minister for Local Government) [12.23
pm.]l: I thank members for at least
studying this Reserves Bill in the short
time it has been available to them. I
appreciate the remarks made by Mr, Wise,
Mr. Ferry, and Mr, Willmott, and I will
certainly pass on to the Minister for Lands
the suggestions made by them. Oiffhand,
I, too, cannot see any reason why two
Reserves Bills should not be intreduced
each session,

In regard to clause 5, which deals with
Class “A"” Reserve No., 8519 at Broome, if
my knowledge is correct the Broome Shire
Council is in the process of preparing a
town planning scheme. In preference to
having the scheme completed with this
reserve being shown as of “A" class when
it is too small to be used for recreational
purposes, it was decided that the area
would be put to better use if it were made
available for commercial purposes when
the town planning scheme is finally ac-
cepted, and this has been done in anticipa-
tion of that acceptance. It is also con-
sidered that some part of this area could
be set aside for new shire offices which, as
Mr. Wise has observed, are badly needed.

I believe Broome will expand—I cer-
tainly hope it will-—and so a town plan-
ning scheme, incorperating a good com-
mercial area, may be the means of
assisting the town planning development.

In regard to clause 11, which was dis-
cussed by Mr. Baxter and Dr. Hislop, I,
too, appreciate the need for the purpose
of this area to be altered from recreation
to housing, with the exception of a small
grassed verge. In reply to the point raised
by Mr. Baxter, this area was never re-
garded as open space for subdivision.
In fact, it was classified for public
utility purposes as far back as 1892. T
think members can rest assured that 10
per cent. of the open space which becomes
the property of the Crown and not the
local authority will not be used for the
purpose of subdivision unless special cir-
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cumstances arise. This area is held in very
high regard and that is not likely to occur.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is,
whilst you are the Minister.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Yes, and I
hope a similar policy will be followed by
successive Ministers. At the moment I
have no knowledge that this area is likely
to be developed, but I trust that, if it
is, cognisance will be taken of the fact
that the development should be set well
back from the highway. I believe, in
making this land available for the butld-
ing of houses, it will fulfil a very great
need, because it is in close proximity to
Fremantle and its environs where a large
workforce is required. It is also close to
transport and shopping facilities.

If I thought that Mosman was short of
open space I would not have hesitated to
oppose this application. I have heen
supplied with a list of the reserves in the
Mosman Town Council area and I find
there is a good sprinkling of playing fields,
golf courses, bowling clubs, undeveloped
areas, undeveloped foreshores, and other
vacant land available. Therefore, I am
satisfled that reducing the amount of
open space in the Mosman area to this
extent will not affect the overall picture.

In regard to clause 14, referred to by
Mr. Baxter, the situation is that this
reserve is encompassed on all sides by
pine forest. The excision is needed to
provide a firebreak and to allow for effect-
ive fire control, and in return for this
area. the Forests Department will make
available other land on another site. I
think that explanation covers the point
raised by Mr. Baxter.

Mr. Wise made reference to Class “A"
Reserve No. 22240 in Perth and I am
hopeful that some day in the not too
distant future a concert hall will be built
on this site. I have studied the reports
that have been made on this area, because
my office overlooks it and whenever T get
the opportunity to gaze out of my window
I have a clear view of it. It will be neces-
sary, of course, if a concert halt is buili
on this site, to co-operate with the Com-
moenwealth Government which intends to
erect a large building on the corner of
Victoria Avenue and St. George's Terrace
to accommodate the Taxation Department.
The Commonwealth Government has
already promised te co-operate with the
State Government.

The Hon, F. J. S. Wise: I hope it will
not turn out to be & building of the same
type as the Opera House in Sydney.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Plans have not
reached that stage as vet and, in any case,
I do not think we will ever duplicate the
building situated on Benalong Point. This
area is one in regard to which one could
give plenty of scope to one’s imagination,
and if this is done I think the site will
prove to be of great value not only to

[COUNCIL.]

the City of Perth but alsg to the Siate
of Western Australia as a whole. I
appreciate everything Mr. Wise said about
the history of this area. Perhaps in one
way it was fortunate that the proposed
Chevron-Hilton hotel was not built on this
site. As events have turned out, it is
probably better that the block has re-
mained as it is so that plans can be made
for better use of it in the future.

I thank all members who have spoken
for their keen interest in the Bill
Usually, there is not a great deal of
controversy surrounding a Reserves Bill,
because generally when it reaches this
House it is a fait accompli; that is, this
House merely gives its approval to what
has been done in another place. How-
ever, the appearance of the Bill before this
House gives members an opportunity to
review what is taking place in their
various provinces and make any remarks
they so desire,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, en motion by The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local Gov-
ernment), and passed.

.EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd Nov-
ember,

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Justice) [12.36
p.m.l: I would like to make a few brief
comments in connection with this Bill and
to say at the outset that I support tt.
When introducing the Bill Mr. Heenan
gave us a very useful explanation of its
purpose. Briefly, I would comment that
its purpose is to introduce into the
Evidence Act some changes in respect of
the admissibility of certain kinds of
evidence as yet not considered admissible.

The type of evidence which the Bill pro-
poses be admitted can be stated as coming
under two main headings: Firstly, certain
documentary evidence as to facts in issue
in any civil proceedings; and, secondly,
certain trade or business records being
produced in any criminal proceedings.

In both cases the welght to be given
to the evidence admitted will depend on
the circumstances attending the making
of the particular document or record—
particularly the fact of whether or not
the statement contained in the document
or record was made contemporaneously
with the occwrrence or existence of the
fact stated, and the fact of whether or
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not the maker of the statement had any
incentive to conceal or misrepresent the
facts. Furthermore, notwithstanding that
the rzquirements set out in the Bill have
been met, 8 court may reject any such
document or record where it appears to it
to be inexpedient in the interests of justiece
that the statement contained t.herem
should be admitted.

At this point I would mention that 1
understand Mr. Heenan has in mind one
or two minor amendments as affecting
subsection (3) of proposed new section
79E, purely as affecting the use of cer-
tain words which differ from those used
in both the Acts of the United Kingdom
and New South Wales, and. it is not under-
stood why these minor amendments have
been made.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: They are on
page 5 of the Bill.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The mat-
ters covered by the measure have been
under consideration by the Standing Com-
mittee of Attorneys-General and by the
Law Councll of Australia. One of the pro-
jects being undertaken by the Law Reform
Commission of New South Wales is the
entire question of reforming the laws of
evidence along the lines of the findings of
an English law reform commission.

It is possible, when final drafts are
prepared by these bodies, that they may
devart in some respects from the form of
the Bill before us. However, subject to
one or two minor amendments to which
I have previously referred, and in the
light of present knowledge, I can see no ob-
jection to supporting the Bill as drafted.

THE HON. E. M. HEENAN (Lower
North) [12.40 p.m.1: I am appreciative of
the remarks made by the Minister, and I
am sure they satisfy members that the Bill
is worth while. In my second reading
speech yesterday I mentioned that a very
interesting paper had been delivered by
Mr. Justice Campbell of the Supreme
Court of Queensland, to a swmmer school
conducted in Perth this yvear, and I read a
couple of extracts from his address.

It might be of interest for me to read
another which is perhaps more apparent
than those I quoted yesterday. In the
course of his address, Mr. Justice Camp-
bell said—

It is not only lawyers who consider
that many of the narrow and ex-
clusionary rules of evidence are not
in accord with the need in the modern
world for speedier and better justice.

Further on he had this to say—

It is agreed on all sides that hear-
say should be accepted with caution,
but much of the evidence on which
men act in the course of their daily
lives consists of hearsay. Such evi-
dence is accepted by administrative
tribunals, by legislative committees,
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and yet we bar it from the courts and
even more strictly from jury trials, It
is no wonder that the laymen {in-
cluding the man on the jury) hecomes
fed up at times with the procedure
of the courts. If the strict rules of
hearsay were applied in ail cases &
great deal of relevant evidence would
he excluded because statements made
by a witness concerning time, age,
distance etc. are based to a very large
extent on hearsay.
This measure proposes to do something
which I think in the light of experience is
justified. The procedures in the courts
have to be reviewed from time to time,
just as institutions and other bodies review
their procedures to keep up with the
times which we now face, and which are
so vastly different from what they were
even a few years ago. It is creditable
that a mave such as this is being made to
the Evidence Act in Western Australia.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
In Commitiee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(The Hon. F. D. Willmott) in the Chaijr;
g'kile Hon. E. M. Heenan in charge of the

111,

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Interpretation—
The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I move an
amendment—
Page 5,
‘“‘questions”
“question”.

This is merely a typographical error.
Amendment put and passed.

The Hon, E. M, HEENAN: I move an
amendment—

line 30—Delete the word
and substitute the word

Page 5, line 32—Delete the word
“copying” and substitute the word
"keeping"’.

This is another typographical error in the
drafting.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed,
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, with amendments, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. E. M. Heenan, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments,

Sitting suspended from 12.52 fo 2.30 p.m.
CHIROPODISTS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly with-
out amendment.
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LEGAL CONTRIBUTION TRUST BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly with
an amendment.

Agsembly’s Amendment: In Commiiiee

The Chairman of Committees (The
Hon. N. E. Baxter) in the Chalr; The Hon.
A. P. Grifith (Minister for Justice) in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN:. The amendment
made by the Assembly is as follows:—

Clause 13, page 8, lines 34 and 35—
Delete the words “a rate that is not
less than”.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: During
the preparatory period of the Bill certain
discussions took place with the associated
banks; because, to a marked extent, the
banks came into the consideration of the
legislation. In fact, this has been men-
tioned in debate. The associated banks
asked me whether the Government would
be prepared to express in the Bill the in-
terest rate derived from investment at
the short-term bank interest rate, which
is prescribed from time to time by the
Reserve Bank of Australia. On behalf of
the Government, I agreed to this, and I
thought at the time that the appropriate
amendment had been made to the Bill.
However, following the passage of the Bill
through this Chamber, my attention was
drawn by the banks to the fact that the
words ‘“a rate that is not less than” still
appeared in the Bill. To give full effect
to what was intended, I asked my col-
league, the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, to move this amendment in
another place.

It chviated reprinting the Bill prior to
the third reading. With these words out
the telling portion of the clause will speak
of moneys deposited with the bank by a
practitioner with which the practitioner
maintains his trust account, or trust aec-
counts, at the short-term bank interest
rate. The other words become unneces-
sary. 1 move—

That the amendment made by the
Assembly be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.
Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Assembly.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Retfurned

Bill returned from the Assembly with-
out amendment.

[COUNCIL.]

PETROLEUM (REGISTRATION FEES}
BILL

Second Reading

b Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
er.

THE HON. W, F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposi-
tion) [2.42 pm.1: When dealing with the
other petroleum legislation we were ad-
vised that this Bill would be eoming for-
ward to us for consent from another
place; that it was to be considered as part
and parcel of the Petroleum Bill.

For obvious reasons the Bill could nhot
be intreduced in this House, and therefore
it was necessary for it to go through the
routine of being introduced in the
Assembly and then being sent to this
Chamber. The Bill merely deals with the
payment of fees in respect of the registra-
tion of certain instruments under the
Petroleum Act. Clause 3 states—

The Petroleum Act, 1987 is incor-
porated and shall be read as one with
this Act.

We are merely continuing an Act we
have already passed, and there would be
no point in delaying the issue unduly.

The Hon. A. F. Grifiith: Thank you.

Question put and passed.

Bill read s second time.

In Commiiiee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines),
and passed.

SOIL CONSERVATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

b Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
er.

THE HON., J. DOLAN (South-East Met-
ropolitan) [246 pm.]l: I must confess
when I left here last night I went to my
office and had a look at this Bill. I was
convineed then that it would take me
only about two minutes to discuss it and
agree with its contents. I then thought
I would like to find out a little more about
the measure and, after making inquiries
about it, I found that the parent Act is
probably one of the most important pieces
of legislation that has ever heen sub-
mitted to Parliament.

When I had a look at Hensard for
1945 and found that the original legisla-
tion was introduced by Mr. Wise, when
he was Premier of the State, I felt that
this was gne Bill which needed very care~
ful scrutiny. as I know how thorough Mr.
Wise is in everything he does. 1 realised
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the debate on the original legislation
wonld be well worth reading. Having
read it I recommend it to members as an
exposition of a matter of national im-
portance.

The debate ¢n the original legislation
can he found at page 555 of Hansard for
the year 1945, Although it is 22 years
since the parent Act was passzed. the prob-
lem of soil conservation is still with us
today. The pitfalls that were pointed out
in those years still exist; indeed I often
wonder whether we really learn the les-
sons taught us by history.

If members would like to turn their
minds back te the beginning of recorded
history they would find that the greatest
eivilisations of the world have gone out
of existence probably because of soil
erosion. I refer particularly to some of
the Middle East countries and to North
Africa, where erosion has been responsible
for the development of such places as the
Sahara Desert. I alsse call to mind
countries like Egypt which suffered hadly
in this respect: and I think of some of
the old towns that passed out of existence
—towns which at one time had a popula-
tion of 400,000 people.

I refer to the well-known town of
Antioch, which is mentioned in the Bible.
If we refer to history, we could find men-
tion made of the cedars of Lebanon—the
people there were not happy until they had
chopped them down, with the result the
place has suffered the penalty of man’s
destructiveness.

I well remember when 1 was a young
fellow attempts were made to discover
some of the lost cities of Egypt and the
tombs of the old Pharaohs, like Tutank-
hamen. Mankind had allowed these
places to be covered with soil over a
long period of years. All this destruction
has been caused by soil ercsion.

I think we could all learn a lesson from
our tour of the north last year, where we
witnessed the resuits of man's inhumanity
to the land, to the extent that it was
necessary for the Government to take ac-
tion and resume some of the land in ques-
tion in an endeavour to repair the result
of man’s greed. These ravages have been
caused by the policy of man; and because
man has not learned the lesson.

I would refer briefly to the fact that in
1933 a commitiee urider the chairman-
ship of the Conservator of Forests (Mr.
Kessell) was set up to inguire into this
very subiect; and the composition of that
committee was an excellent one. In addi-
tion to the Conservator of Forests, as
chairman, the other members were the
Under-Secretary for Agriculture (Mr.
Barcn Hay), the Deputy Conservator of
Forests (Mr. Stoate), the Plant Nutrition
Officer (Dr. Teakle), the Superintendent
of Horticulture (Mr. Powell), the Super-
intendent of Wheat Farming (Mr.
Thomas), the officer in charge of irriga-
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tian (Mr, Clifion), the sheep officer (Mr.
Murray?, and the Director of Land Settle-
ment (Mr. Fyfe),

I would have thought that great notice-
weuld have been taken of any recommen-
daticn  brought forward by that com-
mittee, but I find today the country is
suffering as a result of the same mistakes
that were obvigus then. That committee
sent oui a questionnaire to over 600
farmers and, arising from the answers re-
ceived, it was found that farmers generally
were aware of the problem of soil erosion
and, in fact, would be ready to collaborate.

The comme:nt of the committee to the
Minister was that although soil erosion
was widespread throughout the agricul-
fural areas, in most cases it had not yet
become severe, However, there was nho
doubt the damage was increasing and
measures should be adopted as early as
possible to eifzet appropriate changes in
farm management in order to promote
conservation. I would have thought a.
warning note from an eminent commitiee
such as that would have been heeded.

As the years have gone on we have heen
opening up farming lands, the latest rate
being 1,000,000 acres per year. Is this go-
ing to lead to further ergsion, as no
notice was taken of the warning given
in 1945? No doubt we could do well to
take note of it today.

The purpese of this measure is to in-
crease the number of persons on the com-
mittee. If the committee were increased
by ancther dozen, and most of them were
situated in the pastoral areas where prob-
ably soil erosion is at its worst, and they
were given plenty of power to back up the
policy of the Government, we might save
this country. If we do not do that, the
country is going to look like some of the
territory near the Ord; and once the
damage is done it will take generation
after generation of hard work to reclaim
it again. Even in my lifetime there has
been the example in America where dust
bowls have been created as a result of
poor farming methods. This was brought
about by almost criminal acts by people.
Eventually some of these areas were re-
claimed. principally because the Americans
were able to devole enormous sums of
money for this purpose. I think this re-
clamation involved an area of no less than
600,000,000 acres of land. What a tragedy
it is that a problem like that should have
arisen hecause men would not learn a
lesson from the past ages.

We are feced with the problem today;
and this Bill might represent a partial
solution. However, we sometimes have
Goverment agencies which help to pro-
mote soil erosion. We have -seen some
wonderful avenues of trees in various parts
of the country; and the P.M.G. Depart-
ment has come in for the purpose of pro-
viding modern lines of communication.
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The first thing the department does is
to have these beautifu! avenues of trees
cut down or bulldozed in an indiscrimi-
nate manner. No attempt is made to
select a path where none of nature's
remedy for soll erosion exists. Instead of
that, the department gets rid of the trees.

Without being eritleal of our farming
community, I would say that many far-
mers have 8 lot to answer for because of
the way they have destroyed windbreaks.
The result is that after heavy wind and
Tain, some of the places are becoming dust
bowls. An example of this can be seen
in parts of the Wimmera which, with cor-
rect farming methods, would have become
one of the granaries of Australia. This
has been a criminal sacrifice of one of
nature’s assets.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: What abhout
the S.EC.?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Other bodies do
the same. There are times when roads
have to be constructed and our timber is
destroyed.

This problem usually starts with the
indiseriminate clearing of land and the
lack of the provision of windbreaks, withi-
out which erosion will take place. It is
estimated that in the Eastern States mil-
lions of tons of so0il have been blown into
the Pacific by dust storms. Once again,
this soil cannot be put back except per-
haps by centuries of excellent farming.

When we look at a country like Great
Britain, we realise that 1i has plenty of
problems, but none are associated with
bad farming or erosion. Great Britain is
subject to dlseases such as foot-and-
mouth disease, and that is no fault of
the farmers. The land has been farmed
systematically and well; and we will have
to do the same.

I would like to see more than the addi-
tion of two men to this committee. As
I said hefore, they should be sent to the
pastoral areas in order to do their work.
Committees are not effective, no matter
whati know-how their members may pos-
sess, unless they receive a proper backing
and notice is taken of their recommenda-
tions. On a previous occasion I mentioned
the definition of a “committee.” This was
in relation to the platypus and I said:
A platypus is a duck designed by a com-
mittee. I can add another definition, as
I have heard it said: A camel is & horse
designed by a committee. I think we can
learn from that. To be effective, com-
mittees must be composed of men who are
worth while; and when I look at the
membership of the committee to which
I referred earlier in my speech I would
pay a tribute to them. They were the
best of public servants and men who knew
the parts of the State that were affected
by sofl erosion problems.

In respect of this committee, I say its
recommendations should be. given effect
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to. If this is not done, future generations
in a few hundred years will say that the
people of our generation did not learn
from the lessons of three or four hundred
years before that. If we take a long while
to learn, we will learn the hard way.

The Bill has my full support and I com-
mend it to the House. I feel that this is
a subject in which any member would be
interested, because soil erosion is taking
from us our natural heritage, which we
should guargd and pass oh to future genera-
tions, If we do not do our share by pass-
ing legislation such as this, I am afraid
the services we render to the State are
not as good as we think they are. I
support the Bill and wish it a speedy
passage through the House.

THE HON. T. O. PERRY (Lower Cen-
tral) [3 p.m.1: This Bill proposes t0 amend
the parent Act by increasing the number
of members on the Soil Conservation Ad-
visory Committee from elght to 10. It is
stipulated that one of the new members
shall be an officer of the Main Roads De-
partment, and the second new member
shall be a representative of persons
engaged in agriculture.

Much has been written, and more has
been said, about the need for soil con-
servation. I have heard you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and Mr. Wise, Mr. Dolan, and many
others speak of the need for adequate soil
conservation. Although the mesasure is
an important approach to the problem, I
feel it does not go far enough. I would
press for the setting up of a soil con-
servation authority with wide powers to
enforce the implementation of the findings
of research into soil conservation. I he-
lieve that the whole of our agricultural
areas should be mapped, and the types
of soil should be shown. The types of
zo0il should be graded into classes accord-
ing to their susceptibility to erosion. A
master plan could then be prepared for
soil conservation.

We boast about throwing open 1,000,000
acres of land annually for agriculture, and
perhaps this is quite an achievement.
However, can we boast that we know how
much of our farmland is lost through soil
erosion and salt encroachment each year?
For the sake of our children, and their
children’s children, we should set up an
authority which has the power to see that
the recommendations of our scientific ad-
visers, and the recommendations of the
conservation committee are carried out.

The addition of the two new representa-
tives should increase the efficlency of the
committee and I support the Bill.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
[3.2 pm.]1: I, too, rise to suppoert the Rill.
I support it not just because two extra
men will be appointed to the advisory
committee, but because soil conservation
is a mighty important matter to agricul-
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ture of this State. I would point out
that the Soil Conservation Advisory Com-
mittee has operated for a number of years.
It will be remembered that I asked a ques-
tion regarding the number of meetings
held, and whether the meetings were fully
attended during the last 10 years.

It might be interesting if 1 men-
tion the details of the reply to my
guestion. I asked the Minister how many
meetings had been held and he replied
that in 1957 there were two; 1958, one;
1959, two; 1960, two; 1961, one; 1962, two;
1963, one; 1964, two; 1965, two; 1966,
two; and 1967, one. A second meeting
was to be held on the l4th November,
1967. It was then decided that it would
perhaps be better to hold the meetings
three times a year.

A total of 18 recommendations were
made to the Commissioner of Soil Con-
servation, arising out of those meetines,
held over 10 vears, and three were made
as a result of the last meeting held in
1967. The meetings were well attended
but at no time have all the repre-
sentatives been present. I asked which
members had been absent over the 10
vears and T was advised that on nine occa-
sions the Public Works Department nomi-
nee did not attend. On eight occasions,
the Department of Agriculture member
did not attend, but on two of those
occasions he sent a deputy. On four occa-
sions the representative from the Forests
Depariment did not attend, but on two
occasions he sent a deputy. On one occa-
sion the representative from the Lands
Lepartment did not attend but he sent a
deputy. Over the 10-year period, the one
farmer member missed three meetings.

- 8o that goes to show we can have a
committee but if it does not function we
cannot hope to get the hest out of it. 1
would have thought the Public Works De-
partment, knowing that its engineers were
very interested in deep sewerage, water
conservation, and so on, could have been
of great assistance to the Soil Conserva-
tion Advisory Committee. By having
either Mr. Bryden or Mr. Nelson on the

committee it would have been assisted
greatly.
Alse, I feel that the Depariment of

Agriculture eould have taken more interest
in the meetings which were held. We
realise that the members attend in an
advisory capacity, but at the same time
the Department of Agriculture is very
‘interested in soil conservation, because
agronomy to my way of thinking deals
with soil conservation.

It is intended to have another farmer
representative on the committee, and he
will represent the areas with a rainfall
of under 20 inches. This might be a
good thing because I do not think we
could find anyone more interested in soil
conservation than a farmer. However, we
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have to realise that a farmer is only a
layman but he would be very useful to
the committee by pointing out where
conservation was badly needed, and in
what part of the State soil conservation
should be practised. .

I do not think the committee is ighorant
of this fact at the present time but if we
are to have more representation on the
committee I feel it is the professional
men with engineering qualifications whom
we really want. Such men, with their
know-how, can assist in the problem of
soil conservation.

We should spend more money on re-
search into soil conservation. On the Ist
August, this year, I asked a series of
questions. I asked how much filnance had
been made available for research on soil
conservation, and salt encroachment, be-
tween 1965 and 1967. The reply I received
was that in 1965-66 the finance avallable
was $142,135; in 1966-67 it was $183,269;
and it was estimated that for 1967-68 the
expenditure would be $225867—an in-
crease of some $42,000. Al of this money
would not be spent on research, but
it was later stated thai approximately
$35,000 would be spent on such research.

Possibly this sounds all right to those
who do not understand just how much
money is needed in this field of investiga-
tion. I know that the smallest experiment
could cost anything up to $5,000, and
such an experiment would cover only one
season. Therefore, it could cost $5,000 &
year for up to seven years just to get
something definite at the end of the
seven years from the smallest experiment.

In view of the research needed on soil
conservation no limit should be placed on
the money that should be spent in this
field. If experiments are to be con-
ducted on any particular item of soil
conservaticn, finance should not be
a controlling factor., However, this has
been the policy in the past and I am
sure that by following such a policy the
progress of s0il conservation has been
retarded to & great extent. I know many
men who are engaged in the work of soil
conser vation and, to my way of thinking,
the new soil conservation commissioner,
Mr. Tom Smith, is 2 man who has his
feet on the ground and who has had
extenslve experience in {he work on which
he is engaged. He is also a man who is
able to work with the men in the field.
Ta obtain a successful team effort, with
a view to achieving results from soil con-
servation work, it is essential that a lead
and encouragement should be given to
thekmen who are actugrlly engaged on this
work.

So all in all, I think Western Australia
is on the threshold of a programme
which will achieve effective spil conserva-
tion. T do not know whether the appoint-
ment of two additional members to the ad-
visory committee will be of great help. The
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one who is to represent the Main Roads De-
partment, and who is a road engineer,
could give valuable advice to the com-
missioner and his band of willing workers
who are engaged on this work, and there-
fore his appointment could prove to be
an advantage.

Mr. Doian made some pertinent remarks
in regard to the damage wind erosion can
cause; more particularly in drought years
than in a year of good rainfall when there
is plenty of top cover for the soil. Follow-
ing on his remarks, I would like $o men-
tion that during the war years members
will probably recall that New South Wales
suffered a severe drought. I had a man
working for me but he was in the Navy
at that time and he was a very keen
farmer. During the course of his service
he wrote to me advising that he was on
the other side of New Zealand and the
dust that had been blown from New South
Wales as a result of the soil erosion
caused by the drought was dropping into
the sea on that side of New Zealand.

The damage that was caused in New
South Wales as a result of the drought in
those years and the extensive soil erosion
which followed was alarming. This is a
situation that can be created at any time
following one or two drought years. In
Western Australia we can be thankful that
we do not suffer from drought to the same
extent as the Eastern States do. This is
one of the reasons it is not essential to
establish a soil conservation commission,
as mentioned by Mr. Perry. 1 know there
is a commission established in New South
‘Wales which costs about $1,500,000 a year;
but, nevertheless, if a drought does occur
in any State all the soil conservation
efforts in the world would not be of much
help.

However, if, as Mr. Dolan has said, we
allow trees to remain on farming pro-
perties and do not clear so much land so
that effective windbreaks can be provided,
stich effort must have some effect in pre-
venting soil ercsion. One cannot rely on
cereals and clover alone to provide top
cover for the soil. I support the Bill and
I hope that those who are engaged on the
work of soil conservation will give their
wholehearted support to the committee.
If this is done we will make greater pro-
gress with soil conservation in this State.

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Upper West-—
Minister for Local Government) [3.15
pm.]l: I thank those members who have
spoken for their contributions to the debate.
I agree with Mr. Dolan that soil conserva-
tion plays a very important part in our
lives, and will have a great effect on our
standard of living in the future. I do not
know whether any member was watching
television the aother evening when a series
called “People.” conducted by a Mr. Bob
Sanders, was being shown. He was shown
to be interviewing a person who had had
a great deal of experience with desert

[COUNCIL.}

erosion. According to what the interviewer
said, the encroachment of deserts over
what was previously land suitable for cuiti-
vation was alarming, and this trend was
evident in many parts of the world.

It was also pointed out that efforts were
now heing made to bring this desert iand
bhack to a state where is could produce
more food for the people of the countries
concerned. He pointed out that the area
of land which has been lost as a result
of the encroachment of deserts over the
past years was sufficient to produce enough
food for all the people in the world in
any one year,

The Hon. FP. J. S, Wise;
recent times?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes. As I have
said, efforts are now being made by a
world-wide organisation in countries
throughout the world to bring these deserts
back into production to provide food for
those countries where the people are near
starvation. During this television series it
was of interest to learn that a great many
Australian eucalypts were being planted in
many of these deserts to prevent further
encroachment.

We should be glad to know that eucalypts
are being used for this work. In watching
this television show the other evening it
was rather interesting to realise the large
amount of land which has been turned
into desert as a result of bad farming
methods and the neglect of the various
authorities concerned. I am beginning to
wonder whether conditions should have
been included in the conditional purchase
agreements for farmland to ensure that
soil conservation was carried out by the
lessees.

It was not the policy of the war service
land settlement scheme to clear all the
land on any one property. Only portion
of the property was cleared, the idea heing
to establish an economie farming unit and
to leave sufficient land for further de-
velopment by the settler himself. On
many of these properties the acreage
cleared has been sufficient to provide an
economic farm, and much of the land has
been left in its virgin state.

I can only hope that some farmers will
appreciate the value of soil conservation
and learn from the mistakes that have
been made in the past. In the future I
hope that conditiens will be inciuded in
conditional purchase agreements to the
effect that some timber belts will have
to be retained for the purpose of preserv-
ing the top s¢il. After watching that
television show the other evening I can
easily visualise that if we are to lose top
soil at the rate it is being lost in many
countries throughout the world, Ausiralia,
as well as other countries, will suffer to
a great extent.

Question puf and passed.
Bill read a second time.

That jis in
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In Commitiee, elc.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
lebate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion hy The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local Gov-
ernment), and passed.

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPERANNUA-
TION AND PENSIONS) BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
her.

THE HON., W, ¥. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposi-
tion) [3.21 p.m.l: This Bill has been
awaited with a lot of interest for a con-
siderable period, It is the result of a
promise made by the Premier to the Joint
Superannuation Committee that he would
introduce such a Bill in the 1967 session
of Parliament. Upon the introduction of
the second reading the Joint Super-
annuation Commitfee circulated a letter
to all members of the Western Australian
Parliament expressing its disappointment
with the provisions of the Bill, and draw-
ing the attention of members to various
aspects of superannuation which it con-
sidered should be given greater promin-
€nce.

T do not propose to read the letfer, be-
cause all members have a copy and, no
doubt, they have studied it. To this com-
mittee obviously the unsatisfactory situa-
tion that exists lies basically in the action
of the Commonwealth Government in
updating pensions on two occasions, and
it expected that something similar would
be done by the State on this occasion.

Let me say at the outset that, because
the Bill is anh improvement on the existing
situation, I support it. I have & feeling
we can reasonably expect this legislation
to be before us again within a short time,
in view of the action of the Common-
wealth and after the State Government
has given further consideration to
actuarial advice as to what it can do on
the basis of updating the pensions.
Without knowing the particular form of
subsidy that is required to be paid, it
appears to me to be a grant by the Treas-
ury to overcome the lag that is apparent
in pensions which were instituted several
years ago, and which at the present time
have fallen a long way behind as a result
of inflation.

There are two instances I can cite with
regard to the problem of inflation. One
concerns a former employee of the Rail-
ways Department st Midland. I am told
that upon his retirement he received a
pension of approximately $4 over the
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basic wage, but today his pension is about
$10 under the basic wage. There we see
the crux of the very real problem which
confronts such people.

The other instance concerns a retired
police officer. He retired on a pensjon of
315 to $16 a week, at a time when the
basic wage was $12 a week. As the basic
wage has risen to $33 we can see the plight
he is in. Side by side with that we have
the problem of people who receive fringe
benefits—the people on low pensions who
received adjusted payments from the Com-
monwealth and who enjoy the Iringe
benefits available to pensioners. When
srnall increments come their way as a
result of increases in the State pension
the increases are of no direct benefit to
them, because they lose the fringe benefits
from the Commonwealth. So they are
placed in the position where they are
actually worse off.

All these matters taken in total resolve
themselves into the basic fact that this is
a big problem. The greai difficulty is to
work out a formula which will do justice
to the varying grades and overcome
injustices which exist and which have
been brought about by reasons over which
these people have no control.

The increments proposed in the Bill are
considered generally by these people to he
inadequate. Apparently they have looked
to the Government on this ocecasion to
produce something to alleviate their plight
—a substantial alleviation and one very
large in concept—and in order to over-
come the problem with which they have
grappled for so long.

The payment of a reasonable propor-
tion of one’s salary upon retirement,
based on what one did at the time of re-
tirement, is of course a problem with us
all. We have seen similar instances in
the case of retired members of Parlia-
ment who, over the years, have suffered
from this very same disability. The
greater the basic wage becomes and the
less a dollar can purchase, the more
obvious it is that this problem will be a
constantly recurring one.

It would appear that only direct Gov-
ernment aid can overcome the problem.
In that respect I have something in com-
mon with the Minister when he said in
his introductory remarks that this problem
has existed for many years—that is, the
adjustment of pensions to allow for an
increase in the cost of living. He went
on to say that several methods of com-
pensation for increased costs have been
applied during the past 20 years, but they
have not proved fo be satisfactory.

I do not know what we can do on a
praetical basis, other than to acknowledge
that the scolution lies with the Govern-
ment of the day, to urge the Govern-
ment to give the highest priority to this
problem in the future, and to reqguest it
to consult the best brains available to find
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out whether anything definite can be put
forward which will reduce the conse-
quences of the varying aspects of this very
great problem.

Obviously, even if a person hudgets
carefully for the future and takes out an
insurance policy to mature at a certain
date in, say, 20 years' time, when the 20
years have elapsed he finds that the
amount he Ludgeted for is totally inade-
quate because of the rise in the cost of liv-
ing, and so on, But he can do nothing ahout
it. Probably even when he realised what
the position would be, -he was not able
to take any steps to overcome the problem
because his income et the time was limited.
This would apply also to superannuated
employees who probably took all the units
possible at the titne. In any event, it was
thought then that the amount provided
for wauld be sufficient.

I sympathise with the people who are
in this invidious situation, but it is ap-
parent that the fund itself cannot meet
the situation and so the Government must
clgse the gap.

Without repeating myself I would say
thet I support this Bill because it does
provide something. From the general tone
0f the introduciory remarks of the Min-
ister I would say that further urgent
consideration will be given to this matter.

I have one query, but I fully realise that
the Minister will probably not be in a posi-
tion to answer me straightaway. How-
ever he may be able to do so, even per-
haps by letter, when he has heen able to
obtain the information for me. On page
5 is the fifth schedule, and this includes
the heading “Units of Pension conftributed
for before 1ist July, 1964.” In, I think,
August, 1964, a number of people were
employed by the railways, after the clos-
ing of the Midland Railway Company. I
want to know whether those people will
come under the provisions of this Bill.
From my reading of the schedule and the
information given, I think they would,

but I believe the point needs clarification .

because there is douht in the minds of
those concerned.

With the reservation that the solution
of this problem rests entirely with the
Government of the day, and with the ob-
servation that it is a problem which is still
unsolved, I support the Bill, because it
does go part of the way towards a solution,

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Mines) [3.34
p.m.]l; I feel bound to say that I appreci-
ate very much the commendable speech
made by Mr. Willesee, and his approach
to this Bill. I eannot with any degree of
confidence answer the pecint he raised at
the conclusion of his speech, and for fear
I should convey to him some inaccurate
information, I will take time out to as-
certain the answer and inform bhim when
I am able to do so accurately.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon, W. F, Willesee: Thank you.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I would like
to mention the circular from the Joint
Superannuation Committee and make
some comment on it, because I think the
circular itself is of such a nature that I
should comment on it in order that the
rosition might be more clearly under-
stood.

I am compelled to say that it is un-
fortunate that the Joint Superannuation
Committee has found it necessary to com-
ment as it has done on the Goverament's
intentions to adjust superannuation pay-
ments. I believe that perhaps the Joint
Superannuation Committee does not ap-
preciate the Government’s intentions, and
it is a pity there was not time for dis-
cussion on this subject with Treasury
officials.

However, to put the record straight, I
have obtained some further information
I want to give to the House. The special
committee appointed to inquire inte and
report on superannuation made a number
of recommendations in a submission ad-
dressed to the Under Treasurer. The com-
mittee's proposals were also referred to
the Government’s consulting actuary for
his comments,

The committee’s main recommendation
was to implement an updating scheme
similar to that applied to the Common-
wealth and the Victorian superannuation
schemes,

Under this updating method, pensioners
have their superannuation adjusted to ac-
cord with movements in the entitlement
of officers stil! serving in the Public Ser-
vice, In effect, a retired pensioner is paid
an additional sum equivalent to the
Government's share of units that the
pensioner would have been able to take
up had he continued in the Public Service.

Here I interpolate to comment on the
point of view expressed by Mr., Willesee.
This is an old problem. A man retires on
a fixed income, but the cost of living rises.
As the honourable member said, it Is diffi-
cult in the case of all pensioners and, in
some instances, in the case of members of
Parliament, to get beyond this point; and
someone must foot the Bill because al-
though a pensioner contributed to a scheme
in the proportion he was able to contrihute
at the time, he reaches a point where the
situation is beyond his control.

The Premier made it clear when the pro-
rosed amendments now before us were in-
troduced in another place, that the Govern-
ment azgreed to an updating scheme in
prineiple and proposed to puf in train im-
mediately the necessary work to determine
each pensioner’s entitlement. Until this in-
formation is obtained, it is quite apparent
the Government could not commit itself
to an unknown quantity. This, surely,
would lack wisdom. It may be that the
updating scheme cannot be implemented
in full because of financial considerations,
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but in view of the substantial surpius In
the superannuation fund, it is considered
that there is every possibility of a satisfac-
tory scheme being implemented within the
next 12 months, This Is the point which
the honourable member read into the re-
marks I made.

If the Government is able to do this, it
will have achieved more than the special
committee contemplated because its re-
commendation envisaged the lmplementa-
tion of an updating scheme as soon as
possible after the Ist July, 1969, compared
with the Government's aim of July, 1968.
In view of the long delay in implementing
an updating scheme envisaged by the com-
mittee, it no doubt felt obliged to recom-
mend some interim adjustments to cover
the intervening period.

I think that is the whole crux of the
matter. Instead of waiting until the time
came when the whole thing could be put
into effect, it was decided to take some
interim action, The committee recom-
mended an interim supplementation at the
rate of 50c per unit per fortnight for
maximum age and invalid pensions, the
cast of which was to be allocated two-
sevenths to the superannuation fund and
five-sevenths to the revenue fund.

Such a supplementation is directly op-
posed in prineiple to the updating scheme
which allows for the biggest increase in
pensions going to those who have been on
the pension for the longest time, The com-
mittee's interim supplementation would
result in the largest increases being paid
to those who only recently commenced on
the pension. Surely this is contrary o the
matter being complained about; because
the person on the pension for the longest
time is the one who finds himself in the
greatest difficulty.

It is suggested that we could not have
an updating scheme which was to operate
from now on which provided for one form
of adjustment, and an interim payment to
pensioners which operated in the reverse
direction. It is also most important indeed
that no step be taken at this point in time
which would prejudice the introduction of
& suitable updating scheme in Western Aus-
tralia,

If there is a large outlay from the super-
gnnuation fund now to pay an interim
supplementation of pensions, then obvi-
ously there would be so much less to finance
the updating scheme in due course.

There is no doubt that the superannua-
tion fund itself from its surplus will have
to make a substantial contribution towards
meeting the cost of updating. In fact, Vic-
toria is Anancing the total cost of its up-
dating scheme from surplus in the super-
annuation fund, and there is to be a charge
to the Consolidated Revenue Fund only
in the event of the surplus beifig insuffi-
clent to meet the total cost of the scheme.
Therefore, it will all be taken out of the
fund.
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I would also like to point out wvery -
strongly that only one State has adopted
the Commonwealth’s approach to superan-
nuation adjustments through updating,
and that is Victoria. No other State has
indicated its willingness to adopt this
scheme which, of course, should be taken
into consideration, having in mind Grants
Commission implications.

Nevertheless, the Government in this
State 15 prepared to go ahead with an up-
dating scheme and the only issue in doubt
is the extent to which adjustments to
pensions c¢an be flnanced in accordance
with the principle of the scheme.

As T said earlier, we will not know what
is involved financially until every pen-
sioner's record is analysed and a calcula-
tion made of his entitlement to additional
benefits on the basis of the Commonwealth
and Victorian schemes. It has been stated
also that contributors in Western Austra-
lia are not entitled to the same benefits
on retirement as contributors in the Com-
monwealth and other States.

This suggests that the unit entitlements
of contributors in this State need review.
It is surprising, therefore, that the special
committee made no recommendations to
adjust the scales In Western Australia.
This is something to which the Govern-
ment will give attention and I can assure
members that the Government intends to
press on with the object of intreducing
such a scheme as soon as possibie.

In the meantime, the increases proposed
in the Bill are as much &s the QGovern-
ment believes should be paid until such
time as all necessary steps have been taken
to formulate an updating scheme. In the
circumstances, I thought I should give that
explanation to the House and I conclude
by saying that the conhsulting actuary sup-
ports the updating scheme but does not
belleve that there should be any interlim
adjustments In the meantime.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Actuaries are
always carefu! people.

The Hon. A. ¥. GRIFFITH: I agree with
that remark. However, when one is on
the receiving end one looks at the fund
and says that it can afford to pay, and
the actuary holds his hand.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: If we belleved
in actuaries, we would not have had the
Parliamentary Superannuation Fund.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: It depends
on the point of view.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It is reported
in Hansard if the Minister wishes to refer
to the original debate.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It still
depends on the point of view and how one
looks at what the actuary says. However,
it can be said thai the Government is
approaching this matter in a generous
way, having in mind the need to avoid
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action which would prejudice the intro-
duction of an wupdating scheme In due
course,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

Sitlting suspended from 3.47 to 4.2 p.m.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) in the Chair; The Hon. A.
F. Griffith (Minister for Mines) in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

Part 1.

Clauses 3 to 6 put and passed.

Clause 7: Section 80 amended—

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: In line 10
on page 4 an incorrect word has been used.
“One-tenth” is referred to and it should
be “one-twentieth.” This is a typographi-
cal error and I move an amendment—

Page 4, line 10—Delete the word
“tenth” and substitute the word
“twentieth”,

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 8 and 9 put and passed.

Part 1I.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

Part III.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill! read a third time., on motion by
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and returned to the Assembly with
an amendment.

LCAN BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 21st November.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the Oppo-
sition' [4.8 p.m.]l: I received what I
thought was a most interesting letter early
this month from the Shire of Bayswater.
It dealt with the metropolitan regional
plan and the problems which it was caus-
ing to people holding land in areas sel
aside for controlled access roads; and in
particular the letter referred to the pro-
posed Beechboro-Gosnells highway. The
letter states—

This Council at its meeting held on
the 4th October, 1967, viewed with
milch concern the unsatisfactory state
of affairs which exist at the present
time relative to the indefinite timing
with regard to the construction of the

[COUNCIL.]

proposed Highway which is causing
undue hardship to the owners of the
land involved. The owners are pre-
vented from developing their property
and as an alternative, endeavour to

sell. This land does not attract pur-
chasers because of the proposed
Highway,

In some cases people are off loading
this through Estate Agents who could
be unaware of the Metropolitan
Regional Authority's future require-
ments and the new owner is placed in
an unfortunate position due to thelr
not being informed.

It is felt by this Couneil that all
land affected hy the Metropolitan
Regional Plan should be the subject
of suitable endorsement on the Title
at the Land Titles Office in order that
all would-he purchasers or owners may
he fully aware of such future develop-
ment. It is realised that under the
Metropolitan Regional Planning Act,
1959-65, the Authority is not obliged
to lodge such an encumbrance
on the Title and it is felt that the
Act could be amended to provide for
such.

That appealed to me as being a very
sensible proviso which could be given effect
ta quite easily. Because I felt it was a
good idea I hrought the letter here so
that it would hold the attention of the
Minister for Towh Planning when I dis-
cussed this matter., I felt that if some-
thing like this were done it would cbviate
many of the disappointments that people
have from lime {o time when they buy
land oniy to find that certain restrictions
are imposed in regard to it. If a tifle
were endorsed with the restrictions there
would be no excuse for a purchaser not
knowing what was to happen to that land
in the future.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Did you say
that the estate agents were buying this
land without knowing what encumbrances
there were on it? Don’t tell me they don't
know.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: That por-
tion of the letter reads as follows:—

In some cases people are off loading
this through Estate Agents who could
be unaware of the Metropolitan
Regional Authority’s future require-
ments . . .

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The estate agents
knhow—every one of them.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I do not
know how anyone could say what estate
agents would know and what estate agents
would not know. I would not be dogmatic
on the point, but surely it would be bhetter
to refer to the encumbrances on the title
—a form of ceveat if necessary. ‘That
would be a much better way of dealing
with the problem and whether or not
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estate agents know about future plans for
land is not material to the issue. The
title should show any restrictions and, if
it does, and an estate agent is in a posi-
tion to make a sale he is able to use his
own discretion, The basic thought behind
the suggestion is a good one and I ask
the Minister to give serious consideration
to it. I will further refer to the matier
by letter to him, and will incorporate the
details I have mentioned, when the ses-
sion has concluded.

During the current week the 1967 annual
report of the Metropelitan Region Plan-
ning Authority was tabled and,. in looking
for a topical subject, I decided to have a
look at it. There is no doubt the subject
of town planning is a very demanding one
and c¢overs may great problems. It is
aszsceiated with land and the price of land.
I wanted to have a lock at the report in
the light of all that has happened in this
House throughout the session, and also in
view of the various developments that have
taken place during the past year, having
in mind the authority’s acknowledged
acceptance that a problem exists, and also
in view of its published reports from time
to time and the comprehensive report it
submitted as late as August last.

Without dealing in detail with the report,
and boring members, I intend to refer to
some extracts from it which I think are
of interest. I refer, firstly, to page 7 where,
under the heading of "Review,” the report
states—

The first thing that we must do—
and we've started on it already—is to
review the Region Scheme itself.

It wasn't so long ago that the Region
Scheme came into operation. It was
however based on the findings of a
survey that had been cavried out
nearly a decade earlier. By 1968,
when the MRPA hopes to have done
most of the review, the survey will be
fourteen years old. A whole host of
things have changed since then.

That paragraph gives hope. It s un-
doubtedly true that many of the ideas in
the original plan have already proved
terribly cumbersome—if not outdated. It
is pleasing to note that whilst all the re-
view will not be completed. the great
majority of the work will be completed by
some time next yvear. On page 12 of the
repert there is a summation cof the con-
clusions of the authority, and some of the
conclusions to which it refers are as
follows:—

{z) The vexed and complicated prob-
lems that surround the avail-
ability of land cannot be solved
by any simple-seeming and super-
ficial course of procedure designed
for the sele purpose of Injecting
into the market massive areas of
yet more building-land;
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and the authority sticks religiously to this
point throughout—

(h) there are reserves of urban land
and urban-deferred land (enough
for 1.4 million people!} that will
be adequate for a long time;

(c) the reiationship between the num-
ber of undeveloped blocks and
land values is only one of the
many factors that influence the
price of land;

any hurried and ill-considered
move to throw open great areas
of unplanned and unserviced land
would be wraong; and

(e) a variety of controls should be
investigated f(eleven possibilities
were suggested by the MRPA) and
a suitable combination of them
should he vigorously employed,

d)

I do not see where the authority suggests
a combination of a variety of rules to be
applied: but with the attention that has
heen given to the matier in the Press, and
with all the authorities that have come
forward with solutions of one kind or
another, and with the authority con-
stantly examining the situation, it should
give to the Government something which
it could implement, if only on the basis
of a trial. On page 13, when dealing with
speculations, the report states in part—

Every indication was that land was
not_ available, not because of a lack
of physical supply, but because it was
being held off the ordinary market
or was being priced too high.

It went on to state—

It discussed a number of remedisl
measures and recommended them to
the Government for investigation and
implementation.

I hope to see some response to that state-
ment in the very near future. The report
continues—

The planning people believe that it
will he possible, even in this difficult
field, for a combination of far-
reaching measures to be put forward.
If resolutely implemented, these would
result In the release on the market,
at reasonabie prices, of a large num-
ber of residential blocks. With the
other measures being taken by the
MRPA, this should satisfy the legiti-
mate needs of homebuilders in the
community,

Such optimism does not go hand in hand
with facts. I hope we will reach beyond
the stage of hesitancy:; heyond the point
where so many things are known to be
wrong, and where nothing is done to curb
the obvious problem. Suggestions are
made that this should be done and that
should be done, but nothing is ever done.
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On page 27 of the report we find a para-
graph dedicated to the price of land which
states—

The Department’'s representatives
attended all meetings of the Inter-
departmental Committee on the Taxa-
tion of Unimproved Land and sub-
mitted to it a number of memoranda
on the price and availability of land.
The Department has high hopes that
the Committee's report, and the re-
ception and implementation of it by
the community will amount to & de-
termined, comprehensive and effec-
tive attack on this worldwide problem.

Let us hope that something comes out of
that paragraph. One could go on read-
ing and be excused for feeling that we
are no further ahead with this very vital
problem this year than we were last year.

We must, however, have a far greater
knowledge of the programme now; we
must all be conscious of the fact that as
& problem it is infinitely worse this year
" than it was last year. On the one hand
we are glven an assurance that sufficient
land is available, and we are then told
that it is not possible to obtain such land
because the price is too high. The con-
tinuing land boom 1is one of the longest
that has been known in the history of
this State.

In spite of all fhe platitudes we hear,
nothing definite is done, and if nothing
definite continues to be done the prob-
lem will continue to spirel for another
twelve months; and it will become steadily
worse,

In appendix A of the report, on page 29,
we find a schedule of loans tabulated., It
is interesting to see these figures set out in
such a stark manner, because it gives one
an idea as to the very high cost of money.
It is surprising, when money is bor-
rowed, even on what might bhe termed a
cheap loan, how very high the amount of
interest is in terms of repayment of the
principal.

For instance, on the 5th April, 1962, a
loan of $200,000 was issued, repayable on
the 5th April, 2002, at 5% per cent. The
sinking fund created at the date of the
report was $9,127—that is towards the
repayment of the loan. But the amount
of interest paid on that loan to date is
$58,750. At the moment the total sinking
fund contributions in the loan schedule
are $81,850, with the amount of interest
paid totalling $514,707.

We see from that what a tremendous
drain on the fund is the item of interest
alone. The amount borrowed over the year
1966 was $600,000, on which no sinking
fund has yet been paid, though an emount
of $7,375 has been expended by way of
interest. On the total loans up to date
of 32,890,000 there is an outstanding lia-
bility of $3,608,142. So it will be seen
that the repayment progress is very small
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indeed. While considering the sinking fund
figure in the statement of receipts and ex-
penditure, I looked for an item which would
show the interest-earning capaecity of the
money, established probably with the
Treasury by the sinking fund itself, acting
on the assumption that the sinking fund
amounts were being placed to trust
accounts to the point of redemption.

I found no figure which would lead me
to bhelieve that was the case. But when I
turned to the statement for 1966 I found
among the receipts an item of “interest on
unused balance moneys at Treasury—
$6,685," whiech I took to be accrued in-
terest on the established sinking fund.

That item, however, is not in the current
report, and I wonder just why it was in
the previous report. I also know there is
an item of prinecipal, which T would take to
be a principal repaid at $5,247 in the pre-
sent report, which did not appear in the
1966 report.

Does that mean there are some loans
being directly repaid by way of principal
which are not shown in the schedule? If
not, just what does the item mean?

The Hon. 1. A, Logan: I do not know, I
would have to find out.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I realise
that some loans are funded on a different
basis from the old established idea of sink-
ing funds, but in any case I feel they would
be listed, and from that list we would be
able to ascertain how much was interest
and how much was principal. It is obvious
from a study of the report that the auth-
ority needs a great deal more money.

In the brief time I have had to compare
the two reports and study them it seems
quite obvious to me that s tremendous bur-
den will be placed on interest on loans,
particularly when we have regard for the
enormous amount of interest that will
accrue if we keep on borrowing for pro-
jects from time to time, and if the repay-
ments are to continue for 25 to 30 years.

If we consider this matiter on a cash
basis there is no doubt that progress will
be very slow. If we borrow at great depth
the burden of interest will be felt for a
quarter of a century. It would seem that
development within the metropolitan area
at the moment hinges on drainage, which
is most expensive; and the authority has
made it clear that nothing can be done
until drainege and sewerage facilities are
in fact ahead of bullding. If that is so,
it would seem that under the present policy
there will be no great speeding-up of the
programme but rather a process of slowing
down.

The West Australian newspaper came
out with the heading. ‘Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority Urges a Variety
of Land Controls.” Whilst many of us do
not like the word '‘control,” 1 feel it will
have to be a case of control, step by step
with development of some of the principles
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enumerated in this report. 1 know the
Minister has a problem; and I know he
looks at this problem daily. No doubt he
worries about it personally; but I feel once
again something positive must be done
very soon.

1 wonder that some thought has not been
given to using leasehold land held by the
Crown, whereby building could take place
"but the land would not be sold. The land
could be used for the purpose of building,
but it would remain Crown land forever.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: The State
Housinz Commission has ieasehold condi-
tions in itz legislation.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: It does not
operate on it to any great extent.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It operates a
contract of sale which, from the pur-
chaser's point of view, is a better form of
contract.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: The idea
T have in mind is one to act as a huffer
to the process of buying and selling, be-
cause I helieve it would take very little
to stop rfome of this speculation. Many
of the bhuyers I know who, in turn,
became sellers, are not speculators In
the sense that they are moneyed people.
Surprisingly enough they are young people
who are on the bandwagon, buying land
on terms and selling whenever there is a
profit available. If this field alone were
curbed, it would cause a stationary point
in the finances of these people, because
obviously they are working on deposits.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You are suggest-
ing the stopping of something which is as
old as time.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: 1 suppose
the Minister is back to what I first sald.
Every time a suggestion is put forward it
is said that that has been tried, but every-
thing will be all right, It does not do the
Minister justice to smile. Why should one
bother to get up and say anything at alt?
Why not let the State go on happily and
contentedly; why not let costs spiral be-
cause, as sure as God is in heaven every-
thing is all right in the world? -

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is not in your
make-up to take advantage of a helpful
interjection.

The Hon. J. Dolan:
“helpful” is the thing.

The Hon. W. P. WILLESEE: I know the
Minister weuld help me in certain ¢ircum-
stances.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: In most.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: It is a hit
like the actuary. I regard the Minister in
rather the same manner as Mr, Wise re-
garded the actuary. I did not think the
Minister was helping me on that oceasion.

I have almoest concluded my remarks,
but because of the assistance I have re-
ceived, I am not able {0 wind up with a
climax. I will do what the Minister has

The definition of
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done; pass the problem over to the Min-
ister for Town Planning.

THE HON. F. R. WHITE (West) [4.34
p.m.]: I rise to support the Loan Bill but,
in doing so, with your permission,
Mr. Deputy President, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank you, Sir, other
members, and the staff, for the wonderful
co-operation and assistance they have given
me during my very short period in this
House. Foar this help and advice I am
grateful; and I have been very surprised
at the courtesies extended to me. I thank
one and all and trust that members will
convey my thanks to anybody who is absent
at this particular time,

With those few rematrks, I should like
to speak to the Loan Bill. During my short
period in this Chamber, T have been im-
pressed with the amending legislation that
has been introduced. In times like the
present, legislation must be continually re-
viewed and brought up to date. I have
seen obsolete passages amended and
brought up to date during my brief stay
here and I feel this shows the Govern-
ment is & very worthy one. In these
rapidly changing times, together with ex-
panding development, if is necessary to
bring the legislation up to date in order
to make for better Government.

However, though a great deal of legisla.-
tion has been amended, I think we are all
aware many Irregularitlies still exist. I
do intend during the afternoon to speak
about some of those irregularities.

For example, one minor anomaly is In
connection with school children. We find
at the moment if school students wish to
travel by railway during the Christmas
vacation, they can travel at half fare, less
a special rebate which they can obtain if
they have filled in a rallway concession
form. At the moment, if a child is under
the age of four years, that child can travel
free of charge. However, during the school
vacation, a child between the age of four
years and slx years must pay half fare,
That child cannot get any further reduc-
tion whilst its older brothers and sisters
can do so, provided they fill in a railway
concession form.

As T said, this is only a minor anomaly,
but during the afternoon I will mention &
few more that exist and which should he
rectified. Stil! dealing with rallwey con-
cession forms, I think many members may
be surprised to learn that there is no pro-
vision on these ratlway concession forms
for the signature of a parent.

A child who wishes to travel on a train
during vacation periods goes to his prin-
cipal or headmaster, as the case may be,
obtains the principal’s signature and the
school stamp on the form. Following this,
alli the child has to do is to present the’
form to the railway station—without its
parent's knowledge if so desired--in order
to get a cheap train fare to travel, not only
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throughout the State, but throughout the
Commonwealth.

If an adolescent wishes to travel without
his or her parents' knowledge at this cheap
rate, it is posstble for that adolescent to
do so. I feel this is 8 minor anomaly,
but it should be rectified. There should
be some provislon so that a parent may
know that a child is making use of this
particular avenue of transport. However,
as I said, this is only & minor matter.

There are several anomalies within our
legislation; and, as I sajid before, the Gov-
ernment, at the present time, is rectifying
many of them. Nevertheless, I feel there
is an avenue for the appointment of Select
Committees—not departmental or parlia-
mentary committees, but joint party com-
mittees, or party committees. Depart-
mental committees are handicapped as
they do not have the avenues open to them
in order to inquire, or subpoena witnesses
to provide the information that is required.
Select Committees can unearth informa-
tion which otherwise would be very difficult
to obtain. A Select Committee should have
at least one impartial member incorpor-
ated within its membership. Very often
departmental committees, and so forth, are
not composed of impartial people. We find
departmental officers being appointed to
investigate flelds intoc which they have
already inquired and for which they have
produced findings. They are, to a certain
degree, already partial to certain avenues
of thought. That is why I feel Select Com-
mittees are preferable; and impartial per-
sons should be appointed.

I do not want members to think T am

criticising the Government as I certainly

am not. I have already stated it is doing
a wonderful joh. However, ho organisation
or Government is perfect; there is always
room for improvement. I feel there is
still room for improvemeni{ to be made
to some of the legislation on our Statute
book. We have, of necessity, to give atten-
tion to some of the anomalies which do
exist.

Anomalies can be very irritating to the
average people in the street as they can be
confused when there is a lack of consist-
ency. I feel it is our responsibility
wherever possible to overcome this confu-
sion in the public mind; and some of the
avenues which I think should be investi-
gated are in the areas of a maore equitable
method of rating and taxing. Another
area, as mentioned this afternoon by Mr.
Willesee, is in the reorganisation of the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
and the Town Planning Department. There
is also the field of education; and most
important of all there is the matfer of
public relations between departmental offi-
cers and the general public.

If I may, I shall deal with these cnhe by
one. Pirstly, I will refer to a more equit-
able method of rating and taxing. As
members are aware, I represent the West
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Province in which there are 11 shire coun-
ciis, eight of which can he referred to as
being on the fringe of the metropolitan
area. There is the Wanneroo Shire, the
Swan-Guildford BShire, the Mundaring
Shire, the Toodyay Shire, the Kalamunda
Shire, the Rockingham Shire, the Ewinana
Shire, and the Armadale-Kelmscott Shire.
all being on the fringe of the metropolitan
area.

All methods of rating and taxing in this
area are based on unimproved capital
value,. With unimproved capital value,
we find that regularly, at the re-
quest of the local authority, a valuer from
the Lands Department will move into those
areas and assess the value of land on recent
sales within the area. ‘This unimproved
capital value is set as a basis not only for
shire rates, but also for land tax, vermin
tax, and noxious weeds tax. In amend-
ment No. 15 to the Land Tax Assessment
Act, 1907, on page 5, in paragraphs {(a),
(h), (¢), and (d), are written the provisions
which authorise the method of setting the
unimproved capital value.

The general easy way of describing this
method is the values, or prices, which have
been obtained in recent sales within a rea-
sonable vicinity of the block under con-
sideration—that is, the block devoid of any
improvements whatsoever. We find that in
the fringe areas, land which is zoned as
rural is affected. A high value is placed
upon that land. Speculators might have
moved in nearby and they might have pur-
chased urban or rural land in broad acres
which they envisage as becoming available
for development. This land is close to
rural properties which cannot be utilised
for other than rural purposes. 'The land
tax assessors then come along and assess
on the high priece paid by the speculators
nearby.

Recently, in the Shire of Kalamunda, the
rmarshalling yard area was transferred from
the Welshpool complex to Porrestfield.
The Government acquired land—that is.
purchased it by agreement—and, I under-
stand, only two properties had to be re-
sumed. The agreed price varied between

- $1,000 per acre, and $1,700 per acre. That

means the value of $1,700 per acre was
placed on that rural land by the Govern-
ment, to acguire land for the Forrestfleld
marshalling yvards—as I understand they
are now being called.

In the near future there will be a re-
valuation. Land in close proximity to this
area obviously must have its value placed
between $1,000 and $1,700 per aere. This
will obviously cause hardship to the people
using that land for primary production.
We find that all rural properties being used
for primary production have ‘to pay shire
rates, vermin tax, and water rates where
scheme water is laid on.

In June, 1964, in the Shire of Kala-
munda, one property had an unimproved
capital value of $2,240., That was for an
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area of 20 acres used wholly and solely for
primary preoduction. However, as at the
30th June, 1967, this land was revalued
and it is now valued at $8,600, which is an
increase of slightly over 380 per cent. The
Shire of Kalamunda reelised that it could
not charge 3.8 times its former rate, so it
reduced the rate in the dollar and made
a more equitable charge against this pro-
perty owner. Land tax, which did not
apply in this particular instance because it
was a rural property, obviously did not
come under consideration.

Regarding the vermin tax and the
noxious weeds tax, prior to the 30th June,
1964, the amount was $6.48. However,
since then the tax has been increased
to $2462: a little less than four fimes
as much; in other words, an increase of
380 per cent. in the vermin and noxious
weeds taxes, which have to be paid. The
Government dié not decrease the rate in
the dollar at all.

I do realise there are great problems,
and I realise the Government cannot de-
crease the rate in the dollar, but with
rural properties which are used as such
there must be some different method of
rating, There must be a basic control
plan whereby increases in the value of
land nearby—which is used for residential
and industrial purposes—will not aifect
the value of the land which is used for
primary production.

We find the same problem applies to
other people living in ordinary homes on,
say, a five-acre property, but not neces-
sarily a primary-producing property. It
might he an old couple who have been
established for many years. Due to the
rapid development taking place, and the
area being zoned as urban, the land has
to be rated on a much higher value and
very often those people are faced with
hardship and have to dispose of their
property to an agent who might be pre-
pared to buy it. In these cases it is diffi-
cult to find any solutlon to the problem.
It appears that those people must con-
form to changing times, and dispose of
the land and try to find an equitable situa-
tion with the same type of home with the
money they receive for their property.

I point out ihat in the case of rural
properties there is a necessity for the re-
consideration of the method of rating. I
have merely quoted & 20-acre property
where there has been a 380 per cent. in-
crease in the unimproved capital value.
Within the same fringe area, and extend-
ing through many shires, we have proper-
ties of up to 1490 and 150 acres which are
used for grazing cattle and sheep. Ob-
viously, by the time the owners of those
properties pay rates and taxes if is not
an economical proposition to use the land
for the purpose for which it was zoned.
Many people have to pay out a sum greater
than the basic wage to be able to remain on
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the land and use it for the purpose for
which it was zoned.

I would like to point out that there is
need to look into this fleld. Obviously
it has been examined for a long time, but
we have not been able to come up with
a solution. I feel that this is a situation
which would call for the appointment of a
Select Committee to investigate the prob-
lem to see whether it could suggest a solu-
tion. Unfortunately, Mr. Willesee hsas
quoted some of the instances concerning
the Metropolitan Region Planning Author-
ity which I intended to quote. I consider
there has been an sabsence of forward
planning by the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority. To me, an area such
as our metropolitan area should be
planned for at leest a minimum of 3¢
years ahead—or even 50 years ahead.
However, we find it is not planned so far
into the future,

A report on the undeveloped land south
of the Swan River has been presented to
us, and also we have had the Metropoli-
tan Region Planning Authority annual
report for 1967, which states that we have
sufficient urban land for a maximum of
124 years ahead. The guarantee is eight
years ahead, and eight years is not a very
long time for planning. The Metropoli-
tan Region Planning Authority is not
planning far enough into the future.

I can quote instances from my own shire
where this lack of forward planning is
evident. I think that in the reasonably
near future things whieh I have been ad-
vocating for the last four years, and which
have met with nothing but negative replies
to the effect that it will be 15 years before
they will be considered, will take place. I
think the time will be even less and these
things will oceur in the comparatively near
future—within the next 12 months if some
of the whispers—unfounded, of course—
can be believed.

We find that in the repert on land
available south of the Swan River the near
metropolitan shires were mentioned. How-
ever, the fringe shires were not referred to.
The report stated that there is an increase
of 10 per cenf. per year in the building
rate in the named shires. But in the
Shire of Kalamunda, for example, the in-
crease per year is far above that figure.
If we go back only three years the value
of building was $2,000,000. However, for
only the first three months of this financial
year—I cannot state this as being factual
—the value of the building rate was near
to $2,000,000.

S0 obviously the building rate is increas-
ing more rapidly than 10 per cent. per
annum in that shire. This area, even
though it is south of the Swan River, has
not been mentioned in the south of the
river report. I trust that somebody will be
able to explain why because these omis-
sicns tend to upset the figures which are
guoted. Personally, I do not have much
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faith- in the figures which have been pre-
sented. I have records and newspaper
cuttings of statements made by the plan-~
ning authority stating that in one fringe
shire there were sufficient urban blocks to
cater for a population of 45,000 to 47,000
people.

An engineer in that particular fringe
shire took out a physical count of the
‘properties which would ultimately be
available for urban development, and he
found that the figure was far less than
that quoted. He did a physical count
using the actual size of the existing lots;
that is, one fifth acre—generally referred
to by the planning authority as a quarter-
acre—quarter-acre, three eighths of an
acre, half-acre, and so on. The local
authority expects the larger blocks to re-
main as such, but the Metropolitan Region
‘Planning Authority apparently calculated
the future development on the basis of
quarter-acre—or blocks of 32 perches.
However, as I have said, the figures which
have been presented are not 100 per cent.
correct.

I would like to see a continuous review
made by the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority, and I should also like to
see an investigation carried ou! to see how
this department is operating. We must
‘have far-distant planning. Eight years,
-as quoted in the report, is not planning
sufficiently far ahead.

People who buy land now do not expect
something which does not suit them to
occur in eight years’ time. Those people
should be able fo buy a property and know
that for the next 30 years the present
zoning will be guaranteed. They can then
settle there, raise their children, and be
quite happy. If they go to an area and
then, virtually tomorrow, rezoning takes
place, they have to move elsewhere. This
obviously leads t0 dissatisfaction.

The Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority also stipulates that if one owns
a rural property it cannot be subdivided
unless the subdivided blocks can be used
economically for rural purposes. Some
rural properties are being subdivided into
comparatively small lots; they are even
being subdivided into lots of a size suitable
for residential purposes. I have no objec-
tion to that. What I do object to is that
if one has a rural lot of a size suitable
for residential purposes the Town Plan-
ning Board will not recommend to the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
‘that it be used for this purpose, nor will
the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
-ority rezone a rural lot of this kind so
‘that it can be used for residential purposes.

In such circumstances council by-laws
cannot be applied as they should be. If
the council by-laws are not complied with
by the owner of a rural lot he can meet
with many problems. Therefore, in my
opinion, this is another avenue of town
planning which could be investigated by
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a committee and recommendations made
that, for the sake of health and conven-
ience, rural lots sultable for residential
purposes should be rezoned to urban.

I also consider that a Select Committee
could be appointed to make inquiries into
the fleld of education, because many
weaknesses in the education system are
apparent. In the high schools a basic
course is set which must be covered in
the school year, but there is no uniformity
between the various high schools as to
how the course should start and finish.
For example, in one high school section A
of the course will be commenced in the
first term and the course will be continued
through to the final term, when section Z
is dealt with. However, another high
school may start section Z of the course in
the first term of the school year and finish
the school year by dealing with section A.

So it can happen that a child attending
a school in the country which is teaching
section A a¢ the heginning of the year
can be transferred to another high school
elsewhere which is teaching section Z at
the beginning of the school year. Thus the
education of this child suffers because he
has to make a fresh start on a new sec-
tion, No attempt is made to adopt a
uniform method so that a child can go
through the course progressively from sec-
tion A to section Z in the school year., Ob-
viously there is a need for co-ordination
between the high schools in regard to the
presentation of various courses.

I also wish to refer to school textbooks.
If one cares to examine the bhooks in any
school library one will find numerous text
books by American publishers. Americans
do not spell many words the same as we do.
For example, an American dictionary will
show the word “centre” spelt as
“e-g-n-t-e-r.”” Many parents complain
about how poorly their children spell. One
often hears complaints, also, about the
poor quality of spelling among University
students, The fact that so many textbooks
published in America are to he found in
our school libraries is possibly one of the
reasons for bad spelling amongst school
children and University students. Further,
they are saturated with American sayings
in films and on TV.

This is another avenue of our educa-
tion system that should be investigated.
We should try to encourage the publica-
tion of texthooks which are written by
Australian educators. If Australian edu-
cators wrote and produced school textbooks
the children would be presented with the
correct spelling of words which undoubt-
edly would train them to spell cotrectly.
If this were done, and 1f steps were taken
to present the school courses in a regular
and proper manner, great improvement
wauld be effected in the education field.

Whilst on the subject of education,
another important aspect is the necessity
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for one to have paper qualifications for
the purposes of obtaining promotion.
Among members of our teaching profes-
sion we have men without paper qualifica-
tions, but who are most efficient in their
work. Unfortunately, however, without
such qualifications they cannot gain pro-
motion and reach the top of the ladder
in their profession. Undoubtedly, paper
qualifications are most desirable, but so
are practical qualifications. The man who
possesses both qualifications, and who has
reached the ultimate in the education
standard, would represent the perfect pro-
duct of our education system.

It is also found that men who have
many paper gualifications, but who have
had no practical experience, often make
very poor teachers; yet they can be pro-
moted to the top and be placed in a posi-
tion where they can tell others what to
do. On the other hand, there is the prac-
tical man who has no paper gualifications.
He, perhaps, has met with adverse finan-
cial circumstances in his youth and he has
been unable fo take -tertiary education
courses or other courses which would add
to his qualifications. Yet he could prove
to be an excellent teacher because he is
intelligent and is qualified in all ‘respects,
except that he does not hold the requisite
piece of paper which will take him to the
top of the ladder and place him in a
p?ﬁition where he could guide and direct
others.

To support my arguments I can cite a
recent salary classification. When this
was . made 2 rather' strange anomaly
occurred. One gentleman, for whom I have
the greatest respect, is at the moment an
acting deputy principal, Three years ago
he was a senjor master. In the near future
he will have to revert to the position of
senlor master hecause he lacks the piece
of paper which he must hold if he is to be
paid more than a grade 15 salary. When
he reverts to the position of senlor master
he W{ll be on grade 15, and it is very Hkely
he will have under him a member of the
staff who is on a higher grade and drawing
a higher salary than he is drawing. This
is a ridiculous situation. It is obvious,
therefore, that the system under which the
salaries of teachers are paid should be in-
vestigated with a view to rectifying these
various anomalies.

Ancther point I wish to make is that
more and more teachers are being loaded
with duties which should be performed by
a clerk. At present a teacher has to per-
form administrative duties, such as the
collection of banking money and various
other clerieal tasks because of the lack of
available clerical assistants in schools. We
find this applies particularly to high schools
or secondary schools, but primary school
teachers are still obliged to perforrmn many
such clerical duties.

In the secondary schaols, after the term
examinations are held the teachers are
obliged to mark the examination papers.
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They then have to record the marks on an
examination sheet. Those marks are then
recorded elsewhere on as many as five other
documents. Yet any ordinary secretary or
clerical assistant could be engaged on this
work. A qualified teacher should be in
the front of a class expounding his know-
ledge and developing the education of the
children. Very often a teacher has to sit
in front of a class while he records the
marks given on the examination papers,
and hence the children cannot be taught
effectively.

Teachers should be teachers and not be
taking the role of clerical assistants.
Therefore this is another avenue in the
education system of the State which
could be investigated with a view to intro-
ducing two separate seciions within the
Education Department, One section would
embrace gll members of the teaching pro-
fession and the other section would be com-
posed of administrative officers. In this
way a teacher would be kept fully engaged
on his proper duty of teaching children
with a view to getting the most out of him
in the teaching field. Those in the ad-
ministrative section should be engaged on
banking money and other clerical duties
and so relieve the teachers of this work,

A great deal of money is spent on the
training of a teacher so every endeavour
should be made to allow him to teach as
much as possible. Therefore, as I have
sald, in this field of education a Select
Committee could be appointed to investl-
gate and recommend ways and means of
overcoming these anomalijes. I have clted
the instance of one man who is a senior
master who is receiving less than his junlor.
This is one anomaly that could be rectified.

I also believe that experts in the Educa-
tion Department, and in other departments,
should advise us what they want. If they
are not capable of advising us, their de-
partmental superiors should be capable of
performing this duty or, alternatively, their
unions. Where we have 8 system that is
not working at maximum efficlency—as I
said before, there is no system that oper-
ates to perfection—obviously the people In
charge are not capable of being able to
direct their own future. Many people be-
come complacent ang very often someone
is needed to stir them up, or to perform
their duties for them. As leaders in Gov-
ernment we must take the initiative, and
if we become aware of deficiencies in any
system we should try to organise and con-
trol, with a view to rectifying any anomal-
ies. I thank you, Mr, President, and the
members of the House for listening to my
speech.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (North-
East Metropolitan) [5.14 pmn.1: I wish to
make my contribution to the debate on the
second reading of the Bill, and I will open
my speech by referring to the housing
problem we have in our midst. There is
no doubt that this problem is the cause of
many of the ills in our community at pres-
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-ent. The shortage of housing in Western
Australia causes a great deal of mental
stress and physical hardship which should
not be imposed by any Government on any
community.

Nearly all the problems I have had to
dea) with concern the lack of housing. The
State Housing Commission has reached the

.stage where it cannot even provide houses
for families who have been evicted,
through no fanlt of their own. Humilia-
tion and mental stress is being imposed
on unfortunate tenants who are evicted
and who cannot find alternative acecom-
modation. I attribute the reason for so
much child delinquency directly fo the
acute shortage of housing, ever since this
‘Government took office.

The Hon. H, R, Robinson: Tell us about
the housing shortage when your Govern-
ment was in office,

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: We cleaned
up the mess that had been left by the
previous Government, and the next Labor
Government will also be left to clean up
the mess which this Government will leave
behind. The previous Labor Government
had almost reached the stage of providing
houses for all those who were in need of
housing, but then the Government changed.
We could not help that; it was the will
-of society.

The cases which I have had to deal with
will cause surprise to the House when I
refer to them. Last week I went to court
to try to help a man who had been given
notice of eviction, but I could not do much
for him. He has six children and he is
-an English-trained worker. After listen-
ing to this person’s story the magistrate
gave him a month to vacale the house.
Since then he has been pestered by the
owner to leave, and his already untenable
position was made worse. I have made
approaches to the Housing Commisslon to
provide a home for him. This man re-
quires a three-bedroomed home, because he
has children of both sexes of varying ages.
It cost him a day's work to appear before
the court, only to be given an extension
of one month to vacate the house. He came
to Western Australia with a promise of
work, and I can say that he has been in
employment ever since he arrived here,
Can any man he placed in a more hope-
less position than this man is in? He can-
not be provided with a roof over the heads
gf his six children, and the State cannot

elp.

The Hon. A. FP. Griffith: What is his
trade?

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: Don't ask
‘me what is his pay!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:
‘politely what is his trade.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I mis-
heard the Minister. I thought he asked
me what was this man’s pay. I forget his
trade; I did not write it down, but I will
remember it shortly. I think he is engaged

I asked you
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in the electrical trade. CGenerally I do not
go to court, but the position of this man
was so desperate that I did on this occa-
sion. This is not the only case I have
had to deal with. Day after day I deal with
similar cases.

I accuse this Government of putting
everything into big business. It does not
matier how much a country has; if it can-
not house its people it is not worth living
in, and this State is fast approaching that
position.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Are you saying
Western Australia is not worth living in?

The Hon. B. F. HUTCHISON: 1 will
make my speech if the honourable mem-
ber will permit me.

The Hon. A, F. Griffitn: Silence was the
orim reply!

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: More than
half of the cases concerning the lack of
housing have arisen as a result of the con-
ditions created by this Government; for
instance, the outrageous price of building
blocks, and the things the Government does
to encourage land agents. Instead of doing
that it should ensure that the people who
are brought to Western Australia are pro-
perly housed, because the wealth of a coun-
try is earned by the hands of the workers,
and what they make represents that
wealth. 1If it is machinery, it is the
machine worker who makes this wealth.
Because of the acute housing shortage the
position is becoming so desperate that
child delinquency and mental distress are
follewing in its wake. Most stresses in
the community—and nobody can say that
stresses do not exist—are caused by the
lack of housing. It is not only the members
on the Labor side who ave called upon to
deal with housing problems; those opposite
are, too. Half my time and half of my
husband’s time seems to be spent in deal-
ing with housing cases. There does not
appear to be an answer.

In the case of the person with six
children I am still waiting for an answer
for alternative accommodation to be pro-
vided., He is living in a strange country,
and he is engaged in industry—although
at this moment I do not remember his
particular trade—but that is what is hap-
pening to him. I object to my spare time
being taken up in dealing with matters
such as this, when there is a simple
answer. This Government threw away the
policy of the Labor Party and of the pre-
vious Labor Government. The Labor Gov-
ernment had almost caught up with the
lag in housing in 1959, just before it went
out of office. If the present Government
is defeated at the next election then the
new Labor Government will be faced with
the problem of overcoming the present lag
in housing. It will make every aftempt to
house the peopie, because it knows happy
homes make good nations. I do not want
the Minister to make the mistake of
believing there is no acute shortage of
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housing in the community. Speculators
are reaping a great harvest, but the famiiy
men are being given the worst deal which
any community can egive. This occurs
when millions of dollars are being poured
out on speculator projects and into big
business. I have said that happy homes
make happy people and that is a requisite
to a decent, well-behaved society.

I can go on telling the House of the
different cases I have dealt with, where
court orders have been made and the
tenants to be evicted are left in suspense.
I have to leave those without families to
fend for themselves, becatse the housing
shortage is so acute; but in the case of
men with Jarge families something has to
be done. If something is not done for
them the results will burst out in our
society, and that will be all the worse
for us.

I have written down the amount which
the Government has allocated for housing
in the future. It is a sum of $2,500,000,
and this amount has been allocated ta
catch up with the backicg. To do that
would probably require twice that amount.

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: For the sake

of accuracy will you quote the figure
again?

The Hon. R, F. HUTCHISON: The
figure is $2,500,000.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith:
period?

The Hon. R. F, HUTCHISON: For the
period shown,

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: What period?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I undet-
stand for a year or for three years.

The Hon. A, P. Grifith: You are the
one who is telling us. Of course there is
not much difference between a year and
three years!

The Hon. R. F, HUTCHISON: The way
the present Government is going there will
be no difference in its achievements,
whether the period is one year or 10 years.
The allocation for mental heaith services
is $1,200,000. Western Australia is fortun-
ate in that it has a man of the calibre
of Dr. Ellis in charge of those services.
What is being done at the Claremont in-
stitution and in the mental health services
is open for us all to see. When Dr. Ellis
took over I remember the controversy
which arose in this Parliament; at that
time mental health was the under-
nourished, poor relation of the Public
Service, The position is very different
today. I saw a report In the newspapers
the other day in which Dr. Ellis mentioned
the shortage of funds. TIf any man is
doing a good job for the State he is. He
has revolutionised the whole picture of
mental health. I pay the Minister in
charge a compliment for the improvement,
pbecause he is in favour of extending the
facilities, but I suppose he cannot do what
Cabinet will not allow him to do,

(85)

For what

2417

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:
now.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: With
the rebirth of the mental hospital under
the guidance of Dr. Ellis and his staff of
leading doctors, a sum much greater than
$1,200,000 is needed to bring the mental
health services up to the standard required
in 2 modern society. I am not talking
about the requirements of 10 or 20 years
ago, but of the requirements of a modern
society of today. That sum leaves much
to be desired.

I first visited the Claremont institution
officially in 1954, when I entered Parlia-
ment. At that time it was almost a limbo
of the lost, and the complaints I made
were loud and sustained. We have now
reached a stage where mental health has
attained a respectable standing in society,
but the patfern is far from complete. It
needs urgent consideration by Ministers,
because of the human distress that is
caused by mental disability which reaches
the stage where a hospital should care
for and rehabilitate patients, if possible,
to fit them inio 5 fast-developing atomic
age.

Stresses can reach us all; so it behoves
the Government to act early and surely in
this matter. With the stresses caused by
the fast pace at which we are developing,
with a war on out hands, and with the
different ways in which we have to live,
more mental breakdowns than I have ever
known before are evident—and my life
has not been a short one.

I call on the Government to ensure that
the mental health services under the new
regime are provided with enough funds, in
order that they might do what they should
do to meet the urgent needs in this matter.
People who visit the mental health insti-
tutions—especially the one at Claremont—
will be amazed at the improvement in con-
ditions that has been made since the new
effort has been put into eflfect. I give
credit where credit is due; I am not mean
in doing that. 1 wish I could say that this
Government will make available, and keep
on making available, the necessary funds
without question. We have good men atb
the wheel, and we have some of the finesg
officers here from Victoria. I think they
are levelheaded and sensible enough to
ask for just what they want, and 1 am sure
they do not want to be flamboyant.

It is wonderful to see the happiness in
the faces of the pegple in the Claremont
institution, although they still have a great
disability. A few years ago when 1 went
there with Mr. Burns, who started the
Mentally Incurable Children’s Association
with me, we were horrified at the misery
shown on the faces of the inmates. The
conditions nearly drove Mr. Burns mad
and that is why Nulsen Haven was estab-
lished.

We have many groups in our midst who
work with handicapped children, and ong

I am suspect
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of these which is doing a fine job is the
Mentally Retarded Children's Association,
These children are referred to as slow
learners, an expression to which I have
always objected.

The Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: The attribute
of slow learning sometimes is to be found
in those of advanced years.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: Yes, 1
know. The following wonderful feature by
Athol Thomas appeared in The West Aus-
tralian on the 6th November:—

The Best We Can Do Is A
Stable

The Como day-minding centre for
mentally-retarded children is not the
place to go for those who want to
sleep without dreaming of the night of
their visit.

One of the reasons I am reading this arti-
cle is to indicate that we have not made
anywhere near the progress which is
necessary—and necessary scon. The ar-
ticle continues—

It used to be a stable and it is still
a patchwork huilding. Bits and pieces
have been stuck on in home-handy-
man fashion with any available
material.

In one of the two playrooms, a
corner of the low iron roof is lifting.
There is no lining and in summer the
room is an oven. The floor is covered
with a piece of old linocleum. The
other playroom is better but both
rooms are too small.

The centre has no hot water and no
bathroom, though both are badly
needed several times a day.

There are two lavatories. One is
outside the stable, the other simply
a pedestal in the middle of the wash-
room.

But it is the best that the Slow
Learning Children’s Group, with its
commitments for half a dozen centres
of the other kinds, can do.

It is not encugh.

The converted stable is the State’s
only day-minding centre for children
of school age who are too retarded
mentally for the Education Depart-
ment’s special classes.

Under emergency conditions, it
handles 40 children of the 100 or more
in this mentally-retarded group in the
metropolitan area.

They attend for only a few hours
two or three days a week. The 60 who
have nowhere to go have been called,
by one parent, the excluded.

The staff at Como is untrained. Its
only qualification is dedication to the
work.

The director, a smiling middle-aged
woman who seemed {0 have two pairs
of hands, told me about some of the
children,

One, a bhoy of seven, was not educ-
able or trainahle. He slithered across
the floor like an animal, occasionally
taking a fleeting interest in noise.

“His mother has two others like
him,” the director said. *“How she
copes I don't know. I suppose it’s be-
cause she loves them.”

A teenage girl was described as a
walking dell. All she could do was
carry foed to her mouth, Everything
else had to be done for her.

The director introduced me to a boy
who tock my hand and held it hard.
He made a noise of greeting.

“He is happy here,” said the direc-
tor. “At home he gets bored and pulle
his hair out."”

Most of the children could be
trained socially, she said (she meant
to go to the lavatory and to eat). But
often this job was beyond their
mothers.

The children had to be watched 24
hours a day every day in the year It
was no wonder many mothers had
nervous breakdowns,

I asked Mr. D. McGillivray, the
organising secretary of the group, how
60 or more children like the ones I
saw could be excluded in our affluent
society.

“The Education Department says
they're untrainable—and it's right,”
he said.

"“Mental Health Services tells us it
has no room for the children—and it
is right.

“It is left to us, a voluntary group,
to do the best we can.”

This year the government has in-
creased its maintenance grant to the
group to $31,000—an increase of
$15,000. It will rise to $41,000 in
1969-70.

“But the plain fact is that with our
existing centres and others heing
opened, even this increase s nol
enough,” Mr. MecGillivray said. “The
submission we made to the govern-
ment. for the year ended September
30, 1966, showed a difference between
income and expenses of all facilities
to be $30,000.

“What we need is help on a pe
capita basis—particularly as ths
number of children who need ow
care is increasing.”

Mr. McGillivray sald it would cosi
$30 a week to keep a child fulltime af
Pyrton or Claremont—if accommoda-
tion was available. Admittedly, Comc
was run on a cheeseparing budget bu:
the cost was only $5 a child.

“Mental Health Services agrees tha
day activities are essential but tha
they have no money available fron
their vote,” he sald.
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I interpolate here to ask The

article continues—

The group wants a
the Fremantle area,
about $15,000.

“The Education Department claims
that this cost and the running costs
are not its responsibility,” Mr. Mec-
Gillivray said. “And so the children
are excluded. Mental Health Services
and the Education Department say
they cannot help. The children do
not get pensions till they are 16, We
have had to go to the public to find
$30,000 a year.”

This state of affairs led Mr. T.
Dundas Smith, of Doubleview, the
father of a. boy excluded from g school,
to suggest with bitterness that perhaps
a gas chamber was the answer. He
claimed that the number of slow-
learning children was increasing by
200 a year.

He agreed with Mr. McGillivray that
more day centres were the answer—in
addition to re-building the stable at
Como.

There is a ray of sunshine for the
excluded, A new $12,000 day-minding
centre will be opened in Inglewood
early next year. The North Perth
Lijons’ Club has contributed $3,000 ahd
has promised more help and the gov-
ernment has also made a grant. The
centre will relieve some of the pressure
at Como,

Mr. McGillivray said at least three
more centres were needed—at Fre-
mantle, near one of the mnorthern
beaches and perhaps in Victoria Park.

He suggested that councils might
give up to an zcre of land, that service
groups like Lions, Rotary and Apex
‘might help with money and that the
government could then make a match-
ing grant.

“These centres would give us a
breather,” he said. ‘“The relief that
‘would be brought to mothers of afflic-
ted children could not be described.”

The new day-minding centres would
be only a beginning, Mr. McGillivray
said. As the children grew older, many
of them would have to be admitted to
an institution.

“As far as we know, no suitable
institution of this kind is under consi-
deration,” he said. “There was a time
when W.A. led Australia in coping
with the problem of mental deficiency
but now we are marking time.

“The answer may be in the forma-
tion of a mental deficiency depart-
‘ment, separate from Mental Health
Bervices.

“There has to be an answer some-
where.”

“Why?”

new centre in
It would cost
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I have here a letter from a weman who
has one of these mentally retarded chil-
dren. I have spent a week trying to help
her, and the Minisfer has been very co-
operative; in fact, as co-operative as he
could be. After much worry and effort, I
was able to get her child admitted to the
Nathanie!l Harper Home, through Mr.
McGillivray. I thank the Minister for his
efforts in this case.

This woman was deserted by her hus-
kand in Broome, She feels she must work
to keep her family. She has three children
on her hands and has this Mongoloid boy.
I spent a week visiting every department
and place I could think of in an effort to
have this child taken off her hands so she
could earn a living., I have received about
four letters from her and I want to read
the last one I received to indicate what it
means to a woman in these circumstances
to obtain help. The letter reads—

Dear Mrs. Hutchison,

Christian is now happily settled in
at Nathanial Harper Home under the
excellent care of the Matron, who im-
pressed me considerably. Within
minutes he was playing with the other
children, and did not even want to
stop playing to say goodbye to me
when I left, this should have hurt, but
I am so pleased that it is this way as
the heartbreak of saying goodbye,
even for a short while to a child who
clings is very worrying, he has found
happiness with people of his own kind,
and I am glad for him.

One thing is rather worrying, Mr.
MeGillivray mentioned that Christian’s
stay in Nathanial Harper Home is
only for two weeks, yet Matron seemed
to think it was permanent as she ex-
plained about the c¢hild endowment
being transferred to the Home, and
asked whether I objected to Christian
having the wusual injections and so
forth, and so of course I am a lifttle
worried as I do have to find work as
soon as possible.

Once again, I thank you so very
much for all you have done,

Although this woman now has her child
at last placed in this centre, she is stil.
left with the worry and doubt ahout the
permanency of the arrangement. Why is
that necessary? The child was admitted.
but the mother has still been left in doubt.
She is a good type of woman., I under-
stand her hushand cleared off with some-
one else in Broome. My daughter brought
her plight to my attention and that is
how I came to help.

Both the Minister and I tried all sorts
of places in an effort to help this lady
but all we received were refusals. How
we were successful finally, I do not know,
but it must have been through Mr.
MeGillivray. For three weeks this woman
has been worried and has had to go
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through all this misery in an effort to get
a child admitted to a centre where he could
be eared for.

These are the things which worry me
and this is the only place where I can
makes my thoughts known. The Govern-
ment is not doing its job because it is not
looking after those whoe need care. The
responsibility is left to the parents or
guardians of these children. It is because
the responsibility is not being shouldered
in the right quarter that delinquency is
so rife in the cormmunity today. This is q
bad business because our gaols are fllling
up very quickly and the inmates must be
taken care of at Government expense. I
cannot see the common sense in putting
all our effort inte things which do not
matter instead of helping those who
desperately need it. These include the slow
learners, the spastics, and other groups.

Ancther group which is severely handi-
capped is composed of the aged people. I
have seen more unhappy aged people in our
“C"-class hospitals than I ever thought
was possible. If the Minister does not
believe me, I will take him and show him.
These "C"-class hospitals need a thorough
cleanout with a new broom. People are
being paid to look after these aged folk,
and they should do their job properly.
Those people from Claremont who are able
to go out are being placed in these
hospitals. However, having been in a
sheltered place, and having made many
acquaintances and friends in Claremont,
they are most unhappy to be transferred
to a strange place, especially so Iate in
life. It is a cruel thing, and this Gov-
ernment just does not seem to care about
these people who feel so miserable.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is abso-
iute and utter nonsense!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: If is not
utter nonsense!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It—

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: How can
it be nonsense when the situation exists?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I—

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: You prove
it is utter nonsense and I will beg your
pardon!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am trying—

The Hon. R, F. HUTCHISON: Does not
the Minister believe what I am telling
him?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You don't give
me a chance to get a word in edgeways.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: The
Minister does not appear to believe me, but
I could prove it to him if he would give
me a day or two of his time. I could do
fust as much for him as some of the
wealthy people do.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the
honourable member to address herself to
the Chair and to take no notice of inter-
jections.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon, R. F, HUTCHISON: What I
am {rying—
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. R. FP. HUTCHISON: I
sorry, Mr. President. )

The PRESIDENT: I ask the honourable
member to address the Chair and take no
notice of the Minister’s interjections. I am
sure we will make much more progress that
way.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I like to
have a good row occasionally.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I would not
like to have a good row; I know which side
I would he on.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: These
things are happening and something must
be done unless we are to hecome a lawless
society. Surely we do not want that in
Western Australia. It s lawless enough
at the present time. These are the things
which breed discontent and unhappiness.
I emphasise that happy homes make happy
pecple, and happy people make good soc-
ieties. No-one ecan get away from that
truth. I have reared a family of seven
fhil(éren on my own and I learnt that at
east.

I wish to refer to an editorial which I
cut out of the Daily News of the 15th
November. The article is headed, “Time
for Revision’’ and it deals with the deserted
wife problem. ©Of all the knocks on my
door, at least half of them, and probably
more, are from deserted wives who are in
trouble. Sometimes they are worried about
their living accommodation because they
are afraid of being put out if they cannot
pay the rent. Sometimes the children get
into bother when the deserted wives have
to leave them in order io go out to work.

When I consider the great number of
prokiems with which I am faced as a mem-
ber of Parliament, I begin {0 wonder to
which I should give priority. The article
I have mentioned refers to a woman who
was faken to court because she had done
wrong and had transgressed the law. I
am not excusing wrong nor, for one
moment, am I suggesting that she should
have done what she did. However, it
shows the stress under which people are
living. The article reads in part as
follows:—

For many women faced with the
severe costs of raising and educating
children, their position poses a cruel
dilemma: Either they and their child-
ren live in miserable circumstances or
they break the law.

A man can desert his wife and, if he can
keep out of the way of the law, he does not
have any preblems. However. the for-
gotten wife receives very little help and, as
a consequence, has to go out to work.
Half the problem of children on the street
stems from the fact that many mothers
have to go out to work in order to earn
their awn living. I do not know the ans-
wer, but I wish some Minister would give

am
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thought to this matter. These cases are
a slgn of community insecurity and mental
stress. The other day I visited a woman
whose husbhand is in Fremantle Gaol for a
crime which he has committed. The wife
maintains that he committed the crime as
a resuit of psychological disorder and he
needs psychiatric treatment. However, she
is facing ail the trouble in the world to
try to get him that treatment. When a
woman sticks to a man who has committed
a very bad crime against society, such as
this man has done, he must have some
good in him.

I wish now to refer to the first item
which I mentloned; that is, housing. 1
intend to complain and to censure the Gov-
ernment as much as I can over the housing
sitnation. The Government is doing noth-
ing te alleviate the problem of land prices.
The other day I saw land, which was put
aside by a previous Labor Minister for the
purpose of State housing and to provide
homes for ordinary working people, sold
at a colossal price to speculators. The
land is at Mt. Yokine.

It made my blood boil to see it happen;
because the Government could have made
the land available for State housing and
so relieved a certain amount of distress
which exists in the community now, Many
working people are almost pioneers in that
they are forced further and further out of
town hecause of the price of housing. They
are not very affluent and do not have
motorcars, with the result that their only
means of getting from place to place is to
ride a bicycle or walk,

Tradesmen are sent all over the place.
I know this personally, because I have a
son who is a carpenter and he has to travel
all over the place. The motorcar has be-
come a necessity for ordinary working
people, if they can raise the money to buy
one, because they must have some means of
travelling to work. I refer in particular
to tradesmen, such as carpenters as I have
mentioned, or others engaged in the build-
ing trade. This kind of tradesman is sent
all over the place and his life is being
made mare difficult all the time. I am ap-
palled that land is sold in the suburbs for
an exorbitant price and the working people
have to go to the perimeter of the metro-
politan area to live. They should be given
a better deal than that.

I now wish to speak on women teachers.
I am happy to see that at long last the
Government has given way a little so
far as female teachers are concerned. How-
ever, I am critical of one aspect and, that
is, during absence for childbirth, they are
not to receive any pay. It virtually means
that & woman who is a teacher is paying
for her ability to have 2 child, because she
is penalised. Men’'s minds wotk in stupid
ways at times, and I can never make them
out. What reasoning is involved? The
woman is teaching and the Government is
happy to have her as a teacher, but she is
penalised whent she has a child.
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The Hon. C. E. Griffiths: You are talking
about married women?

The Hon., R. F. HUTCHISON: Naturally
I am talking about married women. They
can do what they like before marriage, but
as soon as they are married the trouble
starts. This is quite true.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You have not
discovered anything there, have you?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: A child is
a gift of nature, or is supposed to be. The
ability to have a child should be regarded
by the community as a gift. Through
force of circumstances, men have given
way on the usefulness of women in the
work force. They certainly have not given
way out of the goodness of their hearts.
It is sheer force of circumstances which
enables women to enter the work force. A
teacher is allowed to marry, but she is not
allowed to have a child without being
penalised. Will you tell me the logic of
that, Mr. Dolan?

The Hon. J. Dolan: Don't ask me.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member cannct ask for interjections,
and must address the Chair.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am al-
ways in trouble, Mr. President, and I am
sorry. That provision in the legislation is
the result of a man’s reascning, and I do
not speak very often on the subject. Men
are supposed o be the rulers of the world,
because of their reasoning powers. I won-
der! I think a much more reasonable
situation would exist if there were equality
through everything in life. The provision
to which I have just referred is the silliest
I have ever seen,

Previously I teok up the case of a young
school teacher who was married and who
had been sacked. She was atiending the
teachers’ college and had to repay all the
money involved. Mr. President, I am sure
you will remember that I brought the
case to Parliament. In fact, it started
the amendment that has now been made.

’i_‘he Hon. A. P. Griffith: Don’t kid your-
self!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The Gov-
ernment is short of teachers and, for this
reason, is allowing married women into the
profession. However, as I have said, if
they have children they are penalised by
having to pay for it. This is the poorest
thing I have ever heard of. I am ashamed
to be amongst men all of the time, when
men are responsible for this kind of reason-
ing. I am going to ask the Minister to have
this provision altered, and I will be on his
back all the time until it is,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I wish you would
not use that expression.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It is not
half as bad as some of the expressions
which the Minister uses. I cannot be a
perfect lady all of the time when 1 am
amongst such company as some of the
members in the Chamber. I have pointed
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out that it is brainpower and intelligence
which matters in teaching. I am sure
everyone is recognising this fact. Women,
of course, are equally intelligent as men.
Women gare born with the same faculties
as men; and an intelligent woman, the
same as an intelligent man, is born that
way. The only disability from which
women suffer is when men have not been
fair to them during their life,

I have a final suggestion to make to the
Minister. If we abolished the Legislative
Council, we could pay many of our social
debts. This would be a very good thing,
and a great gift to the community. The
mnoney which it costs to keep the Legis-
lative Council of Western Australia in ex-
istence could be used to pay for the social
services of Western Australia.

THE HON. F. J. 5. WISE (North) 15.57
p.m.]: Mr. President, I hope I will be able
to finish before the tea adjournment but
this may be a pious hope. I wish to speak
on a matter which, in my opinion, is of
great national importance. Everyone in
Western Australia—and, indeed, in Austra-
lia—has benefited from, and been over-
joyed with, the remarkable increase in the
economics of the State, brought about by
the diseovery of metals. We have all bene-
fited from some of the finds of important
minerals for which rewards and honuses
have heen paid. The discoverers of
uraniuim were paid from the Common-
wealth Consolidated Revenue Fund to the
tune of £20,000 in one year. What an im-
portant thing that discovery was for the
British Commonwealth. Rewards have been
paid for the discovery of bauxite in places
such as Gove Marchinbar Islands, and other
parts of Australia. I would like to pose
the question: What would be the most im-
portant discovery in respect of Australia’s
future? I would say the most important
discovery in Australia in a mineral sense
for Australia’s future would be a large de-
posit of good quality phosphate, which
would be as valuable as any potential
which is to be had from goldmining.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: I agree that it
would rank very high ih impertance.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I have made
that statement, and I would be prepared
to debate it if the Minister wishes to
analyse what I have said. To g very large
degree the future of Australia depends on
the availability of phosphatic rock. It is
interesting to retrace the history of super-
phosphate in Australia from the period
around 1840 when it was first discovered to
the days when that remarkable man, Pro-
fessor Lowry, of Roseworthy College, stimu-
lated interest in this subject. Tracing
threugh one of the most important diseov-
eries in Australia’s history brings us to the
availability of phosphoric acid in soluble
form. It revolutionised the use of land
in all parts of Australia, and it certainly
made dossible the development of millions
of acres in this State.

{COUNCIL.]

Now et us look at recent figures
to appreciate how more and more im-
portant the discovery which I have men-
tioned would be to the Commonwealth,
and to this State in particular. T shall
use only a few figures, but in 1946-47,
Western Australia used 237,000 tons of
super, and for the whole of Australia the
figure was 875,000 tons. In 1964-65 the
figures jumped to 811,000 tons for Western
Australia and to 3,173,000 tons for Australia
as a whole. The figures for last year were
1,047,000 tons for Western Australia and
4,000,000 tons for Australia.

Commensurate with that production of
supetr has been, of course, the importa-
tion of phosphatic rock. This has jumped
from the 1946-47 figure of 174,000 tons for
Western Australia to 843,000 tons for last
yvear. For Australia as a whole, 723,000
tons were imported in 1946-47, and for last
year the figure was 3,277,000 fons. These
are up-to-date figures hecause I oblained
them from the statistician today.

As regards the acreage, if we take this
State firstly, in 1946-47 the total acreage
developed Iin Western Australia wasg
14,600,000 in all forms—that is, under pas-
ture and for agriculture generally. For
the year ended the 30th June, last,
31,800,000 acres had been developed. So
since the 1946-47 period the acreage under
production in Western Australia has
more than doubled, but our super require-
ments have increased five times.

From the days when Nauru was bombed,
until now, we have received from Com-
monwealth sources very large sums of
money by way of subsidies to offset the
increased costs of transpori. Subsidies
have risen from 15s, a ton to today's figure
of $6 a ton, and if we look at the
sources of supply we will find consider-
able cause for concern. Nauru is now
under its own administration and, since
it has been divorced from the British
Phosphate Commission, it has said that
the price will increase substantially.

At Christmas Island, from which a
large portion of Australia’s needs are now
coming, the last stocktaking showed
60,000,000 tons as being available, and until
those operating on the island are able to
build up the content by a sweetening pro-
cess not many years' supply is in sight from
that source, even though that looks to be
the best prospect. To the port of ship-
ment the phosphatic ore coming into Aus-
tralia has been worth $29,000,000 in recent
years. I know not only the Bureau of
Mineral Resources. and the geophysicai
section, but also our own Mines Depart-
ment have endeavoured to stimulate and
encourage the search for phosphatic rock
in Western Australia and also—

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I threw open
the whole State for it.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is so.
Ghreater interest could not have been shown
than is at present being shown. Six off-
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shore licenses were issued, and most of
them, I think, are still current. The Planet
Mining Company and the Ocean Mining
Company are interested in the search but,
unfortunately, nothing of a substantial
nature has been found. All of us would
have read the stimulating news from
Queensland where, in the Duchess area,
which is near Mount Isa—and this find is
still being investipated—it has been said
there is a colossal deposit of high value.
However, all the inquiries I have made
from official sources in recent days suggest
there is a lot to be proven in regard to
this deposit.

While we continue te import into Aus-
tralia from the adjacent Pacific and Indian
Ocean islands rock that we use, we are
also importing from the United States and
from South West Africa. Therefore, I
repeat what I said initially; Perhaps the
most important mineral discovery so far
as the future of this great nation is con-
cerned, would be a rich and substantial
deposit of phosphatic rock. Until, in a
nation-wide way, intensive searches are
made the prospects for continuing not only
our present standard of farming and pro-
duction, but also an extension of the farm-
ing industry within a decade or two, will
be facing serious problems.

One incentive we could offer would be
a large sum of money as a means of in-
ducing prospecting and examining the
whole of Australia by the best methods
known, and we should offer a reward,
such as was offered for the discovery of
uranivin and bauxite, as well as other
minerals, of perhaps not less than $100,000.
That would be a cheap investment for this
nation to ensure its future in this very
important matter. I hope what I have
said will stimulate some thought in the
matter and perhaps the Commonwealth
could be approached by the Government
af this State to offer a very large reward
for the discovery of a substantial deposit
of phosphatic rock.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of

the sitting, on mofion by The Hon. C. E.
Griffiths,

{Continued on page 2425.)
Sitting suspended from 6.8 o 7.30 p.m.

DAMPIER SOLAR SALT INDUSTRY
AGREEMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minis-
ter for Mines), read a first time.
Second Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH
Metropolitan—Minister for Mines)
pm.}l: 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
This Bill was introduced in another place
by the Minister for Industrial Develop-

(North
[7.33
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ment. Its purpose is to ratify an agree-
ment dated the 21st November, 1967,
between the Government and Dampier
Salt Limited, a company which has been
incorporated in Western Australia, the
principal shareholder being Comalco In-
dustries Pty. Limited. The subdivision of
interests is—

Comalco ...
British Tobacco ..

Colonial Mutual Life

50 per cent.
14 per cent.

Assurance 4 per cent.
Marubeni-Iida and
Nissho Co, Lid 32 per cent.

100 per cent,

Through Comalco, Dampier Salt Limited
is eclosely allied to Hamersley Iron Pty.
Limited and the area that will be leased
lies between the mainland and the island
which has been developed by Hamersley
Iron Pty. Limited as the port of Dampier.

The salt company intends to ship its
production out through the port of Dam-
pier. However, whatever arrangements are
made with Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited
will have to be approved by the Govern-
ment.

To help members in the consideration of
the Bill, plans have been prepared which
delineate the various areas referred to in
clause 3 aof the agreement and are avail-
able. I have a plan which I will lay on
the Table of the House,

Initially, the company will be granted
a lease over approximately 28,600 acres of
land—mainly tida! flats at present of no
commercial value. This area is in two
parcels separated by the causeway carry-
ing Hamersley’s railway line.

The company will develop progressively
these areas into concentrating ponds for
the production of salt; the area nearest
the causeway being that planned for erys-
tallisers.

The company estimates that this pro-
duction site will enable it to produce up
to approximately 1.000,000 tens of salt per
annum.

If the project prospers as expected, and
in the future larger contracts are written,
the company will need additional land.
The agreement provides in subclause (2) of
clause 3 that the company will have the
option to take up the areaz edeged in blue
on the plan.

The company also sought to have in-
cluded in the option area the land edged
in green, However, as the surrcunding
sea is a potentially valuable prawning
ground, ang the Fisheries Department was
not sure of the role played by local man-
grove swamps in the breeding and de-
velopment ¢of prawns, it was decided not
to commit this area until further investi-
gation work had been carried out by fish-
eries scientific officers.
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It was also at the request of the Fisher-
ies Department that the production site
lease was altered in the north-east corner.
Members who study the plan will note that
there is an indentation. The earthworks
will conform to this. This will enable
fresh water, which would normally be shed
off the rocky land above high-water mark
during rains—and particularly during ecy-
clonic rains—to be able still to find its
way into Nichol Bay and play its role in
the life cycle of the prawns. Fisheries De-
partiment officers are of the opinion that
entry of fresh water in the mangrove flats
triggers off migration moves and breeding
cvcles of prawns.

I$ will be noted that the production site
is initially leased for a period of 21 years.
The company is granted rights of renewal
for a further period totalling 42 yeatrs.

If the State reqguires any of the avea
under option for its own use, or to lease
to enable another project 1o be established,
the company has to exercise the option
within two years on receiving notice dur-
ing the firs{ five years of the 10-year op-
tion period, or otherwise within one year.
This clause was designed to prevent the
company controlling an area which it did
not intend to use to the detriment of an-
other possible industry.

The agreement provides for a lease for
shiploading facilities and stockpile site. At
the present time it is expected that the
company will arrange both of these
through Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited.
These clauses have been included to cover
the situation if Dampier Salt Limited
has a need to construct a jetty and asso-
ciated faecilities outside the area which is
subject to the lease of Hamersley Iron
Pty. Limited.

There is provision in the agreement for
salt to be transported from the ecrystal-
lisers to the jetty by road, rail, or conveyor
system. At the present {ime the company
favours road transport over the short dis-
tance which separates the two points.

The company has estimated that the
first stage of its project will cost $5,000,000
and will have a designed capacity of
650,000 tons of salt per annum with
planned expansion to 1,000,000 tons per
annum.

The royalty payable is identical with
that payable by the Leslie Salt Company.
Royzally and rental payments will be sub-
jeet to escalation in the future, depending
on the f.oc.b. value of salt.

The company will provide all the houses
required for its employees. Comalco is
well experienced in establishing communi-
ties through its Weipa project. I am sure
that the employees of Dampier Salt
Limited will enjoy good housing and
amenities once the project is established.
The good example set by Hamersley Iron
Pty. Limited will give an idea of the
standard of living accommodation to be
expected.

[COUNCIL.]

Another provision of the agreement is
that any hospital or educational facilities
required to meet the needs of employees
of the company or their families shall be
at the cost of the company. Ii is under-
stood that Dampier Salt Limited intends to
make arrangements with Hamersley Iron
Pty. Limited to co-opérate in the develop-
ment and use of the facilities which that
company has established at Dampier. This
is a realistic way to handle the position
and will make for early broadening of the
base of operations and community of
Dampier Salt Limited.

A clause providing that the company
shall supply salt if it is required for use
in Australia has been written into this
agreement. The remainder of the clauses
in the agreement are fairly standard and
common to all agreements of this type.

This is the third formal agreement the
State has negotiated for the production of
salt on our north-west coast—additional
ta the potash-salt agreement with Texada
near Carnarvon.

Shark Bay Salt, after early difficulties,
is now in production. Its first shipment
was loaded last July. It is anticipated
that this company will achieve a produc-
tion rate in the vicinity of 300,000 tons
per annum during the forthcoming season.

The Leslie Salt Company is well ad-
vanced with its project. Sea water, in vast
quantities, is being concentrated. A diver-
sion barrage has been built across the
Ridley River., A number of houses for
employees has been completed and more
are under construction. The fine new
wharf, over which the salt will be loaded.
is making good progress. The company
expects that it will load its first cargo of
salt in the first quarter of 1969. Dampiler
Salt Limited expects to load its first ship-
ment of salt in 1970.

Our north-west coast, with its high tem-
peratures and low rainfall, should be ideal
for the production of solar salt. It also
has a distinet advantage over other parts
of Australia in regard to its proximity to
the markets of Japan.

I have no doubt thaf, in the future, the
solar salt industry will develop still fur-
ther and make a major contribution to
this State’s economy both for export and
as a raw material for local chemical in-
dustries.

I commend the Bill to members.

The plan was tabled.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. W. F. Willesee (Leader of the Op-
position).

PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES BILL
Assembly’s Message

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.
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BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Fisheries Act Amendment Biil.
2. Statute Law Revision Bill.

Bills returned from the Assembly
without amendment.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
{No. 2)

Assembly’'s Message

Message irom the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

MARKING OF LAMB AND HOGGET
BILL

Assembly’s Message

Message from the Assembly received and
rvead notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Counecil.

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPERANNUA-
TION AND PENSIONS) BILL

Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
{he sitting.

THE HON. C. E. GRIFFITHS (South-
Enst Metropolitan) [7.45 pm.]: I wish to
take the opportunity this Bill affords me
t0 mention a problem that has been con-
cerning me and the people in the Victoria
Park district for some time. I refer to the
lJarze number of breaking and entering
offences that have been committed in the
arca, particularly in the vicinity of Albany
Hizhway.

Quite a number of articles have been
published in The West Ausiralian and
other newspapers in regard to the cffences
that have been committed in Victoria
Park, and mention has also been made of
other areas in the metropolitan area where
the effects of this type of offence are being
felt.

On the 4th October I asked a guestion
regarding breaking and entering offences
in Albany Highway. from the Causeway
2 Nicholson TRoad in Cannington, a
distance of approximately five miles. I
asked how many offences of hreaking and
entering had occurred during the past 12
months. The answer I received was that
for the previous 12 months there had been
1i8 reported offences and, in connection
with these, the police had been ahble
successfully to locate 46 of the culprits.

As a result of that answer I asked a
further question on the 11lth October. I
wanted to know whether the Minister felt
that 118 caces of this nature in one street
in this area w=s egnsidered {0 he excessive,
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The answer was as follows:—

Considering that these offences ex-
tend over a distance of five miles of
the busiest shopping and commercial
area in the district, the figure of 113
offences over a year is not excessive.

I am afraid neither the shopkeepers who
operate in this district nor I share that
opinion with the Minister. As a matter of
fact, I would go so far as to suggest that
hreaking and enfering offences have
reached epidemic proportions and I think
it is time we took drastic action to ensure
that the people in the area are given
adequate protection for their shops and
homes. We must bear in mind that the
118 offences are breaking and entering
offences and do not include vandalism or
any other type of offence in that area.

There was an article in The West Aus-
tralian on Wednesday, the 15¢h November,
which gave the numbers of breaking and
entering offences in Mt. Hawthorn, Os-
kotne Park, Joondanna, and other areas.
Those numbers were large also. I do not
think it is good enough to say that the
number of 118 offences for the Albany
Highway area compares favourably with
the number of offences occurring some-
where else, and we can assume, therefore,
that things are all right. I cannot go-
along with that,

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: Did the answer
to the question say that?

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: 1 took it
to say that.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is your inter-
pretation.

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: Yes.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: There is no
doubt about it.

The Hon. €, E. GRIFFITHS: That is
what the answer said. The Commissioner
of Police and others have said that the
people affected do not take sufficient pre-
cauntions to combat this type of offence. 1
do not know what sort of precautions one
should take. One locks up one's premises
at the close of the business day and assumes
that when one goes back again the premises
will be in the same condition as when they
were left. However, two offences of this
nature per week—a little more than that—
have occurred during the last 12 months
in this particular section of Albany High-
way.

I will say this of the police, that 46
culprits were apprehended; and this rep-
resents nearly half of them. S¢ we have
vigilant policemen in the district. In the
report of the Commissioner of Police for
the year ended the 30th June, breaking
and entering offences in Western Australia
totalled 4,799, for which only 25 per cent,
of the culprits were apprehended. There-
fore, while a great number of offences is
being committed in Victoria Park, the
police have ween able to apprehend nearly
half of the offenders.
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Nevertheless, this is no solution as far as
the business proprietors are concerned, be-
cause of the damage that is done, the
business that is disrupted, and the distress
that is caused. None of this is rectified
simply because the police apprehend the
culprit after the offence has been commit-
ted. In the interests of the business people
we should make greater efforts to provide
adequate patrols for the district to ensure
that these offences are not committed in
the first place.

As I szid before, it has been suggested
that the shopkeepers do not provide suffi-
cient lighting. One of the proprietors of
premises in Albany Highway, Victoria Park,
provides for $50 per week in his budget to
cover damages caused by breaking and
entering. He says he actually spends more
than that. He has instalied the best light-
ing there is available, and it is better than
daylight. This is quartz iodine lighting,
the installation of which cost $2,0600. As a
result of this, he has the best lit area in
Albany Highway, Victoria Park, but his
premises are still broken into about twice
a month. I do not know what causes young
people to go in for breaking and entering
In these days of affluence.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
not enough houses for them.

The Hon. C. k. GRIFFITHS: We are
. living in an affluent society and an age
when there is absolutely no need for young
people to resort to this sort of thing, I
wonder why the youths and people who
resort to this sort of offence do, in fact, do
50.

It is rather distressing to note in the
annual report to which I referred that the
majority of people who commit these
offences are in the under-16 age group,
and the 17 to 18 age group. The figure
drops after that, Is it that in these days
our sense of values has changed as com-
pared with the time when I was 16, 17,
and 18? I passed through those ages more
recently than anyone else in this Cham-
ber and I can vividiy recall obfaining a
certain amount of satisfaction from raid-
ing somebody's orange tree, or at night-
time rushing onto a person’s verandah,
ringing the doorbell, and then dashing
away to wait and see the person open the
door to find no-one there. Lads of my
age got quite an amount of satisfatcion
out of that sort of thing.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: You didn't put
any crackers in Mrs Hutchison’s letter box
did you?

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: I did not
know where Mrs Hutchison lived. I won-
der whether our sense of wvalues has
changed and the young people today need
more than they used to do. The things
that satisfied me when I was a newly-
married young fellow do not seem to
satisfy the young people who get married
today. I think the young people who resort
to offences like breaking and entering do it
for kicks or for something to do. If the

There are
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young people {foday raided somebody's
orange tree, they would probably get quite
a deal of fun out of it; and this would
certainly be preferable to their committing
breaking and entering offences and wilfully
damaging the property of other people.

Earlier, I mentioned a five-mile section
of Albany Highway. When I asked my
question, I think I would be correct in
saying that 75 per cent. of the offences
that had been committed would have been
in a two-mile stretch of Albany Highway.

Together with the shopkeepers, I feel
these offences have reached epidemic pro-
portions and I appeal to the Commissioner
of Police to give serious consideration to
increasing the patrols in the district by
more than 100 per cent.

I am sure this is the only way the people
in that district will get the protection to
which I feel they are entitled. In this
financial year the Police Department will
have an additional $1,000,000 made avail-
able to it. I do not know how far
$1,000,000 will go, but it is an increase of
something like 16 per cent. on the previous
year. I suppose a fair amount would be
spent on the normal increased costs.

To give some idea of the staff involved
at the Victoria Park C.IB. and the area
which that staff has to cover, I would like
to read to the House some answers to ques-
tions which were asked in another place.
The C.IB. staffi operating in Victoria
Park comprises one detective-sergeant and
three detectives—a total of four. The
]area covered by this staff of four is as fol-
oOWs: —

From the Swan River foreshore be-
tween Belmont Avenue and Berwick
Street, extending to include the Les-
murdie, Bickley, Carilla asrea; Byford
on the South-West Highway and to the
57 mile peg on the Albany Highway.
This includes Maniana, Canningion,
Gosnells, Kelmscott and Armadale sub-
districts.

Those four detectives patrol that huge
area and I would ask members to bear in
mind that whilst they are not able to
prevent crimes from being committed,
their record of apprehensions is at least
twice as good as the average in the State.
I would suggest we could do with at least
eight detectives, and pobably more, in
an endeavour to prevent the offences
in the first place. There were other
details in the answer to the question,
asked, but they are all on the same lines,
and I will not weary members by reading
them.

I ask the Minister to impress on the
Minister for Police that we in Victoria
Park are very concerned. I am concerned
about the position and I feel the people
are entitled to the protection which they
pay for through their taxes. The people
in Victoria Park are certainly not being
unreasonable in expecting to get some pro-
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tection. Omne gentleman in Albany High-
way has even thought of purchasing a
couple of Alsatian dogs. This is fair
enough; hut to me it is unreasonable t{o
think that in Albany Highway, Victoria
Park—in the heart of a shopping centre—
a private person has to resort to the pur-
chase of two Alzatian dogs—at §200 each
—from the Police Department.

The Hon., R. Thompson: Plus the in-
creased licensze fee which he has to pay.

The Hon. C. BE. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not
know about that. However, that man has
to build a six-foot fence around his
premises, and in addition if anybody gets
over the fence and is bitten by one of the
dogs, the owner has been told he will be
liable for prosecution, I do not consider
that to be fair. I have no doubt that a
perscn who intended to break and enter
might give some consideration to the
iikelihood of the Alsatian dogs attacking
him, and might consider that such an
attack would be worse than being able
to claimn damages.

A person should not have o resort te
this sort of thing, in the heart of the
shopping centre in Albany Hichway, to
obtain protection which we, as Western
Australians, expect to receive. I do not
think I am being unreasanable in making
this request on behall of those people. I
certainly will continue to advocate that
more patrolmen be provided, to give the
people a measure of the protection to
which I feel they ave justly entitled.

THE. HON. H. R. ROBINSON (North
Metropolitan) [8.6 p.m.]l: I would like to
say a few words on housing, but not along
ihe same lines as we heard in the House
ihis afterncon. I believe this Government
hgs done a prefty good job as far as hous-
ing is econcerned and I think Western Aus-
tralia is a pretty good place in which to
live—notwithstanding what was said here
this evening. We have a good record of
service and to criticise the Government
continually on the housing situation is
ot fair at all.

A few months ago 1 asked a question in
connection with housing, and I was told
that in 1866-67, 10.000 houses were built.

The Hon. R. Thomp:son: By whom?

The Hon, H. R, ROBINSEON: Wait until
J finish and I will tell the honourable
member. To continue, in this financial
vear, 1967-68, it is anticipated that in
excess of 11,000 homes will be built. Mr.
Ron Thompson asked, "By whom?” Ad-
mittedly they are built by the Housing
Commission and the private sector, which
plays an important part in housing the
people—and should it not do so?

O:ly last Friday I attended the opening
at Dianella of a new school for blind
children. The school was not in my area;
it was in Mrs, Hutchison's area,

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: I was there.
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The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: It is a
wonder the honourable member did mot
see all the houses which were being con-
structed in thai area. There were not a
few, but hundreds of them,

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: But not for
rental.

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: How does
the honourable member know? Some are
for rental.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: I know they
are not for rental; I know everything
about my electorate,

The Hon., H. R. ROBINSON: The
honcurable member cannot know every-
thing about her electorate when she talks
about the Government in the way she did
this afternoon.

The Hon. R. Thompson: How many
housgs did the Government build last
year:

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the
honourable member please address the
Chair and not encourage interjections. I
ask those members who are interjecting to
please refrain from doing so because it is
distinetly disorderly.

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: To con-
tinue: The huilding is taking place not only
in the area I was speaking of, at Dianella,
but also at North Beach where the Housing
Commission is building 100 homes right
near the beach. Those homes will be occu-
pied within the next few months, Just
two miles further down the road, at
Karrinyup, the Rural and Industries Bank
is building 89 to 100 homes.

If one considers the question of un-
employment in Western Australia today,
it will be found that it is the lowest
percentage in Australia, and the low-
est when compared with many other
countries of the world., It is gquite
feasible to accept the fact that the
building industry is working at its maxi-
mum at the present time. It would be
difficult to know if many more houses could
be built if the money were available. I will
quote a statement which appeared in The
West Australian on the 22nd July, 1967,
under a Canberra date line. It is as fol-
lows:—

Building ' approvals for new houses
and flats in Western Australia in June
reached a2 new peak of 1,300 worth a
record $10,384,000.

The number of new houses and flats
approved in 1966-67 was 11,447 an in-
crease of 2,245 on the 1965-68 total,

The value of the 1966-67 new houses
and flats was $91,082,000, a rise of
$20,399,000 on the 1965-66 value and
also a record.

Surely, that is a record of which any
Government can be proud in a State which
is expanding a5 curs is.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Particularly
when compared with previous years.
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The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: Some two
or three months ago I asked how the fig-
ures compared with the period prior to the
present Government taking over. We have
a record to be proud of, and it just does
not make sense to me when one hears the
criticism which is offered.

This afterncon we also heard talk about
emergent cases, I do not know whether the
figure was tens or hundreds in reference to
these people who required accommodation.
Admittedly there are people who, through
circumstances beyond their control, do
come into the emcigent class. But to make
out that all these people are lining up at
the door is something I cannot understand.

There are over 66,000 electors on the roll
in the provinece which I, with my leader,
represent, I am just as well known in
my area as Mrs Hutchison is in hers, and
I certainly have not had a line-up at my
door.

The Hon. R. P. Hutchison: You are in
an affluent district.

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: That is
nonsense. I represent what I would say
was mainly a working class area. So to
talk like that is just too silly. All the
cases which come to the notice of members
of Parliament are not genuine. ILet me
preface that remark by saying that there
are many cases which are emergent and
very sympathetic consideration is given to
them by the State Housing Commission.
We have our parliamentary liaison officer
at the State Housing Commission in Mr.
Johnson who goes to a great deal of trouble
to assist members where they have urgent
cases.

The Hon, R. F, Hutchison: I do not com-
plain about the Housing Commission.

The Hon. H R. ROBINSON: The
honourable member complains about
everything.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: I do not; the
Housing Commission cannot help.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: As 1
pointed out, not all of the cases which
come to the notice of members of Parlia-
ment, and which go to the State Housing
Cemmission, deserve emergent treatment.
Admittedly, some do but even some of those
accepted for emergent consideration by the
State Housing Commission do not accept
the accommodation which is offered to
them. I checked with the Minister for
Housing only this evening, and it is rather
interesting to look at the ficures. In 1965-
68, 94 people refused emergent accommo-
dation which was offered to them.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: After being on
the emergent list?

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: Yes. The
accommodation offered to them was re-
fused so how sincere were those people?
Last year, in 1966-67, 78 persons refused
emergent accommodation which was pro-
vided by the State Housing Commission.

.‘—u\
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Why we should have to listen to what
we heard this afternoon—that the Gov-
ernment, through its housing problem is
causing child delinquency—is beyond com-
prehension.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: You know it
is true.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Wait untii
I make my speech; I will give you a shock.

The Hon. H, R. ROBINSON: And I will
interrupt the honourable member as much
as Mrs Huftchison has interrupted me.
According to Mrs. Hutchison the Govern-
ment is responsible for everything around
fhe place which is wrong: and that does
not make sense, The Government is do-
ing a geod job with housing in Western
Australia.

THE HON. E., M. HEENAN (Lower
North) (8.15 pm.]: Item 34 in the first
schedule to the Bill, providing for an
allocation of $40,000 to State batteries,
prompts me to make a few commenits
relating to our mining industry and
matters incidental thereto. It is a fact
of great significance that for the 1966
calendar year the wvalue of the State's
mineral production rose to a record
$77,000,000. Of this amount iron ore
contributed $22,000,000, and gold a liftle
under $20,000,000.

The production of oil from Barrow Island
began in April of this year, and following
on this there was the opening of the nickel
mine at Kambalda. Numerous other min-
erals are also heing produced and overall
the outlecok for the future of mineral pro-
duction in this State is Indeed fantastic.
Western Australia, for so long the poor
relation among the Australian States, is
now entering an era where the sky seems
to be the limit.

Undoubtedly, one of the most important
events of this year was the opening of the
Western Mining Corporation’s nickel mine
at Kambalda. Production of this valuable
mineral is now well under way and it seems
likely that in value of production nickel
will soon rival the wealth being produced
from iron ore and also from gzold. The
finding of a nickel field of world-wide
importance, and the uplift it has given
the goldfields, is & matter of the greatest
satisfaction, It has also come about at a
most propitious time. In my view full
credit should be given to the Western
Mining Corporation for the great feat
it has accomplished, and all Western
Australians should be grateful to this
company which has such a fine record of
achievement in the annals of mining in
this State.

Other companies have joined in the
search for nickel and it seems likely that
in the year which lies ahead of us nhew
mines, in addition to the one at Kambalda,
will be brought Into production. This
happy state of affairs bears out the con-
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tention neld for many years that the State
has a wonderful asset in its goldfields.
Always there seems to be something over
the hill in this area. However, although
the hopes in regard to major nickel mines
seem about to be realised, and it is most
heartening, we must not lose sight of the
fact that the goldmining industry is facing
hard times and is really up against it.

Three of the four principal mines on
which the economy and the prosperity of
Kalgoorlie mainly depend are already re-
ceiving the maximum subsidy of $8 an
ounce, and with the confihuocus rise in
costs and the falling off in production, the
future of those mines is parlcus unless
further assistance can he given. The
situation, therefore, in my view, calls for
an urgent review by the State Government
and, more particularly, by the Common-
wealth Government. There is a great deal
at stake—the preservation of our wonder-
ful goldmining industry and the imporiant
outback centres of the State which depend
on it.

The Commonwealth mnust face up to the
one real issue: The wisdom or otherwise
of ensuring the continuance of this in-
dustry. The goldmines are still working,
but if they were to close down the task of
reopening them, even in the event of an
increase in the price of gold, would be
almost impossible. The role of the State
Government should be to exert more and
more pressure on the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for an increased subsidy for gold.
It must have faith in the future of the
zoldfields and provide further amenities by
way of better housing for the people who
live in the goldfields towns. It must be-
lHeve in the potential of this remarkabile
mineral field which is still largely unex-
plored in a geological sense and, lastly,
the 8State Government must be very
conservative about discontinuing railways
such as those which go to Leonora and
Meekatharra,

These areas, with encouragement, are
andoubtedly destined to play a big role in
the spheres of mineral production, pas-
toral wealth, ang tourist trade. Railways
are still essential if these goals are to be
reached. Courage and faith in the future
should be shown by Governments as well

. a5 individuals. The price of gold is almost
wholly beyond our control. However, it is
worth bearing in mind that ever since the
days of Babylon gold has been sought
after, cherished, and valued. It has al-
ways been in short supply and, even now,
all nations of the world would like to
acquire more of it.

Over the past 30 years an unreal and
artificial price has been placed on it, but
in my view, as sure as the sun rises, this
state of affairs will alter and a fair and
adequate price will he paid for gold. The
alteration may come about much sooner
than many expect. The devaluation of
sterling could set the trend moving. A
significant item in this azfternoon's issue
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of the Daily News vefers to a frantic rush
on gold which has developed on the Lon-
don market, and it also refers to the de-
termination of France to force an altera-
tion in the international monetary system.

In my view, therefore, it would be a very
sound policy to give the goldmining indus-
try such immediate assistance as will en-
sure its survival over the critical period
which now confronts it. Nickel has partly
saved the situation on the goldfields, but
a great deal still hinges on the fate of
the goldmining industry. I have much '
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Uppetr West)
[8.25 p.m.]): Earlier this evening Mr. Wise
asked: What incentive is being given in
the search for phosphate? Eventusally he
went on to suggest that a grant of
$100,000 should be held out as an incentive
to those who were interested in prospect-
ing for this very important commodity
which this State cannot do without. I do
not intend to speak in the same strain as
Mr. Wise digd, but I intend ito quote some
figures relating to the cost of superphos-
phate over the past 10 years, and the
amount that has been manufactured and
sold over the past 20 years. The prices I
will quote for the past 10 years relafe to
superphosphate paid for in cash, ex works,
in bulk.

In 1957 the price was $24.45; in 1958 it
was $22.40; in 1959 it was $21.95; in 1960
it was $20.35; in 1961 it was $20.85; in
1962, $20.85; and in 19863 the Common-
wealth Government granted a bounty of
$6 a ton, which brought the price of
superphosphate down to $13.90. In 1964
the price rose to $14.60; in 1965 to $15.90;
in 1966 to $19.40; and this year it rose to
$20.45, In other words, the price of super-
phosphate this year is almost as high as
it was in 1962. So already we have caught
up with the $6 bounty granted by the
Commonwealth Government in 1963.

The bounty did, in fact, increase the use
of superphosphate by primary producers.
In 1947, 237,000 tons of superphosphate
were used and, in 1957—10 years later--
578,781 tons were used. Last year, taking
into consideration all the super that was
used, together with trace elements, the
figure came to 1,201,433 tons, Therefore it
can be seen that the use of superphos-
phate more than doubled in 10 years,

These figures prove it is a most neces-
sary commodity and that every year
farmers purchasing it find it is becoming
more and more expensive. Therefore, if
we could find phosphate rock in large
quantities in Western Australia this would
prove to be of great benefit to the primary
producers of this State. As stated by the
Minister for Mines, two years ago the
Government did put out a call for pro-
spectors to search fer phosphate rock
throughout Western Australia, and I
think many firms were engaged in pros-
pecting for phosphate rock.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: One is a world
renowned company.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Despite that
very little success was achieved., The dis-
covery of a very large deposit of phos-
phatic rock north of Mt. Isa in Queensland,
at & place called Duchess, by BH.P.
(South) Ltd., and g smaller deposit near
that area enticed many prospectors in
other spheres in Australia to go there, be-
cause they thought they might have a
better chance to discover phosphatic rock.

With the use of phosphatic rock, which
is manufactured into superphosphate, an_d
with the use of trace elements, the way is
paved for almost any type of land to be
thrown open for selection, as long as the
rainfall is sufficient. Even the hungriest
land, if treated with sufficient superphos-
phate and trace elements, will produce
some type of plant life which is quite suit-
able for the carrying of sheep. Eventually
the soil can be built up for the growing
of grain crops.

Here we come up against another very
fmportant commodity for primary produc-
tion In Western Australia, and that is
water. I noticed in this morning's news-
paper a report headed “Government to
help farms store more water.” This hinges
on the amount of rainfall; and in cases
where the water can be obtained by horing
it is raised to the surface to supplement
the supplies to the agricultural areas. The
report states;—

Premier Brand announced a new
scheme yesterday to encourage farmers
to provide adequate water supplies on
their properties.

He said the purpose of the scheme
was to enable farmers to provide a
key dam or bore on their properties
to provide a two-year supply of stock
water.

All banks had agreed to co-operate
in advising farmers about the scheme.

The Farm Water Supply Advisory
Committee had made surveys of five
wheatbelt areas—North Kalannie-
Goodlands; Mollerin-Cleary-Beacon-
Moondon-Kialki-Bonnie Rock; East
Narembeen-Muntadgin-Mt. Walker;
Holt-Holt Rock-Lake Varley; and
Pingaring.

It found in each that farm water
storage was generally inadegquate and
conservation capacity under-used.

FALSE SENSE

Many farmers lacked adequate pro-
vision for bad seasons, partly because
more than ten years of above-average
rains had created a false sense of
security.

When a service of this kind had been
offered to farmers 2% years ago, few
had taken advantage of it.

The committee had therefore sought
the co-operation of banks in advising
farmers because of their regular con-
tact with them.
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The scheme applied generally within
the south-west land division, north and
east of the boundaries of the compre-
hensive water scheme and in some
cases within the committee’s original
comprehensive scheme.

Committee chairman J. P. Gabbedy
said yesterday that the government
had $164,000 available, and it would
make it easier for farmers to get funds
and secure expert advice where these
were not otherwise available.

While I commend this scheme to the
primary producers, in my view $165,000
would not be sufficient. That sum would
be sufficient only to establish about 165
water supply points. Whilst this will
be of tremendous help to primary pro-
duction, I think greater incentive should be
given to farmers to establish more storage
points and to sink bores for water, in view
of the fact that over 1,000,000 acres each
vear are being thrown cpen. Many appli-
catlons are received for the blocks which
are thrown open, but finance soon runs out
after the settlers have been on their pro-
perties for some time. They find that
their properties are not much good without
sufficient water.

_ A scheme should be devised along these
lines to give assistance to primary pro-
ducers of up te $3,000, instead of $1,000, in
each case. If that is done more farmers
wil] participate in the scheme.

We are all aware that with the devalu-
ation of sterling most primary producers in
Australia will find the position much harder
than they have ever done before. The
brices of primary products will become
lower than they have been for many years.
The wool market, which has been
depressed over the past 18 months, will
be further depressed. For those reasons
any help we can give to the primary
producers, both on the Federal and State
level, will be a great boon to them. After
all, the farming community, and the
primary producers, are the backbone of
the State Government and of the Federal
Government. I support the Bill.

THE HON, J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[8.37 p.m.]1: What I would like tc present
to the House this evening is a situation
in regard to the medical services of the
State which is rapidly growing acute. I
have no intention whatever of laying the
blame for the existing position at the door
of any particular persons, hecause the sub-
ject is too difficult and too complex to
enable me to lay a charge against one or
more persons for it,

First of all, it might be wise for me to
commence by quoting seme extracts from
articles which have appeared concerning
the sick. For a considerable number of
years it has heen almost impossible for
individuals and for the nurses’ beard to
find uniform answers to the difficulties
that lie before us. Since the Leaving Cer-
tificate is now required of trainee nurses
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it is possible that what I am about to refer
to will be the attitude in this State. Some
very interesting stories are told by Dr.
Windsor of Macquarie Street, Sydney, who
has been investigating the question of
nursing, particularly in America. In The
Medical Journal of Ausiralia of the 21st
QOctober, 1967, he made the following com-
ments:—

Better education to a university de-
gree standard (with its emphasis on
the scientific rather than the human)
has resulted, for nurses who complete
the degree, in immediate seniority, in
higher wages, in better working con-
ditions, in higher social position, and
a status approximating to doctor.
These better conditions mean that now
at the nurses’ prestige stations outside
the wards in many of the great hospi-
tals of the U.S.A. are to be found the
beautifully coiffured graduates busy
with reports, rarely (except in recov-
ery wards) lifting hands to help pat-
ients. Their training placed little em-
phasis on this. In the forefront, in-
side the wards, at the behest of the
graduates are the practical nurses,
and the often uneducated, frequently
disinterested aides, whose wages and
social standing are lower, whose work-
ing conditions are harder, for they
have the persenal contact that is
nursing,

Further on he had this to say—

Improvement in Australian fraining
standards is essential, but it must aim
at the production, not of a lot of
pseudo-doctors chary of work, but of
well-educated graduate nurses, who
will take their education with rolled
sleeves and lead from the front, rather
than with polished nails from a desk
in the rear, and in so doing inculcate
the registered nurses and aides with
the humanity of nursing. All who
have experienced the value of nurses
with higher diplomas, energetic, cap-
able and able fo do the work of doc-
tors, appreciate the value of educa-
tion.

In another paragraph he said-—

The careful observer must wonder,
as do mahy Americans, where compas-
sion, tenderness, gentleness, sympathy,
all rights of the sick, have gone. The
graduates are too hbusy with the
science of nursing, whilst the aides,
busy with the art, have neither the
interest nor the intellectual back-
ground to confer those rights, Kind-
ness as patients know it in this coun-
try is not apparent, Signs that we are
to follow are evident.

Then he went on {0 say—

There are going to be three classes
of nurses: the graduate (Class I), who
has earned better conditions through
intellectual effort; the registered nurse
(Class II), who will carry out the
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bedside nursing, but for whom, bhe-
cause she has not fitted herself in-
tellectually, conditions will remain
hard; and the aides (Class III), who
will perform the unmentionables de-
scribed by “R.M.O.”

That gives a picture of the nursing pro-
fession in America where university trained
and highly skilled nurses more or less
work outside the wards. The article I have
just read shows that the nurses who ate
trained to this degree apparently are not
to work within the wards, but they keep
an external view of what happens in the
hospital. They have to be ready to assist
at any time in highly intensive care. Ap-
parently they do not have to handle the
patients at all; they only give advice. Per-
sonally I cannot see that Australia can
adopt the same method. The alticle goss
on to state—

The great problem for
nursing, apart from the wastage, is
how to achieve better standards
through higher education, whilst re-
taining the compassion and humanity
engendered by constant physical con-
tact with the patienf. Nursing must
insist on higher education, but even
more it must insist that gentle hands
will untiringly care for the sick with
dignity and compassion. It will only
achieve thiz by the graduates remain-
ing in the forefront of the work.

To some extent that is the doubt before
us, if there is only to be an acceptance of
young girls who have passed their Leaving
examination for training. It is certain
that what Dr. Windsor said is correct.
There will obviously have to be consider-
able control over this aspect.

Dr. Rudge of Canberra spoke recently on
the subject, and I shall refer to some of
his comments,

This doctor is now holding a position
at the Canberra Community Hospital and
was speaking at an in-service programme
for trained staff. The talk is recorded in
the latest issue of The Australian Nurses’
Journal. He said—

The sister must be aware of other
services in the hospital whether of the
physiotherapist, psychologist or the
central dressing unit. She must be
aware of rapid developments in nurs-
ing and medicine.

The social background of
patient was important.

The nuwsing service could not be
isolated from the world in which
young women of similar age lived.
Personal provisions for staff must be
related to the hopes and aspirations
of a new generation which had so
many alternative opportunities.

I would like now to deal with our own
situation and discuss what will be required
in the future if this is proved right. In
addition to the rise in the standard ot

Australian

the
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work, and quite aparg from wages, etc., and
personal elevation in the nursing teams,
there are necessities which have been ili-
regarded. The appeal which is made to
the young girls to achieve a nursing veil
is no longer carrying the same degree of
acceptance,

The days of harsh training have passed,
but still the call does not bring the number
of girls required as nurses. In these ex-
pansive, progressive days, nursing no
longer appeals as it did when it was the
main occupation available. Today the field
of employment for females has widened.
Nevertheless, young girls will still enter
the profession if the conditions are invit-
ing.

In my last address I emphasised how
there is no difficulty in filling the nursing
ranks at the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.
To a large extent this is because of the
personality of Matiron Anstey. I have had
it on very good authority in the last week
that Matron Anstey has waiting lists for
training schools extending into the year
1970.

There must be some answer to this ques-
tion. I have spoken to matrons who agree
that the proposed plans of nursing homes,
and particularly one in connection with
Royal Perth Hospital, are unacceptable.
When 1 was in America, 1 noticed that a
different viewpoint exists in this regard.
A young girl is entitled to a bedroom to
herself. It may be small, but she can make
it 2 haven in which she can obtain peace
and quiet. Once a trainee has qualified,
she should be given the right to live away
from the hospital, provided her duties
permit it. I visited Honolulu 20 years ago
and saw Dblocks of flats being erected to
house the senior staff of the major hospital.
They were being constructed with a single
bedroom, a bed-sitting room, or with ac-
commedation for two, It would be possible
for a trained sisier to prepare her own
meals. In investigating these problems, I
learned that the accommodation and meals
at R.P.H. are, to some nurses, unaccept-
able. .

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: Very un-
acceptable.

‘The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The situation
should be investigated because I am sure
that some plans could be adopted which
would lead not only to efficiency, but also
to financial relief. A few years ago, the
plan of a central laundry for all metro-
politan hospitals was discussed, but the
plan was found to be difficult. Today this
situation is different. In discussions I had
with the owner of a large laundry busi-
ness, he sald the plan could be accepted
and relief given to the hospitals. The
area now used by the laundry could then
be used for other purposes.

Secondly, the food requirements could
be taken over by a caterer of abilily. To
make this effective, the nursing staff
should bhe paid full wages. The meals

[COUNCIL.}

would then be paid for by the nurses and
sisters. 'This could extend salso to the
medical staff and even to other hospital
employees. This is a fairer arrangement.
If a trainee is invited out to a meal she
has already paid for her hospital meal.
If she dines out alone, she pays again.

The self-service meals provided at the
Massachusetts Hospital in Boston are ex-
cellent. The rise in wages should approxi-
mate the cost of meals.

The financial aspect of this experiment,
if we like to call it that, might well be
left for a trial period because agreement
can then be reached on & basis satisfactory
to the hospital and the caterer.

It may well be that a trained nurse alone,
or together with one or more colleagues,
may desire to hold a dinner for friends in
her main room, where possibly a stove or
heater is installed. It should be possible
for her to arrange a dinner with the
caterer,

I saw this method of catering for a large
medical and nursing staff at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital. The food was
excellent and the charge low. In the same
way, medical staff should pay the cost of
meals. In fact, medical staff or visiting
staff, not on the hospital payroll, should
pay a small fee prior to the meeting or
demonstration they attend.

The erection of another nursing home
has been put off for some years, and there
is no likelihood that it will be built for a
vear or more hy which time the situation
will have deteriorated further. Some of
the matrons with whom I was speaking
at a meeting some months ago, expressed
the opinion that the plan which had been
prepared was not up to standard. When
we consider the housing of the trained
nurses and some of the senior staff, we
should have a new approach to the prob-
lem. Private enterprise, with its full ex-
chequers, might provide the answer for us.
The Government has s large area of land
north of Wellington Street bearing on Lord
Street, and this could be leased to a con-
sortium undertaking the provision of the
accommodation at a low rate payable over
a period of years. This would provide ac-
commodation at a low cost. This cost
would, of course, have to be included in
the salaries of the nurses and senior sisters.
In this way the hospital board would not
have to find the capital cost.

All these factors together indicate that
in all probability there would not be any
added expense in the provision of meals,
when the staff obtained an increase to buy
their meals.

Perhaps some of these ideas will not
prove acceptable, but even if they are not
approved some useful suggestions may
emerge. I appeal to the board of manage-
ment to approach these suggestions in
earnest.

We must now cast our eyes on the hos-
pital accommodation. The accommoda-
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tion at Royal Perth Hospital is grossly
overcrowded. Every member of the honor-
ary staff will admit that. When I first
spoke of the lack of beds in the hospital,
the Minister said the beds were not in short
supply. Later I read in the Press that the
Minister did not like hospital beds to be
empty. I am afraid the Minister is re-
ceiving the wrong advice. In order that
sterilisation of beds can continue-—a vital
activity to prevent cross-infection—there
mlést always be a percentage of empty
beds.

The pressure is tremendous at R.P.H.
One day last week one of the cut-patients
said that every bed was occupied. If an
accident had cecurred and even only a few
beds had been required, it would have been
impossible to find them.

May I here refer to the geriatric and
pensioner patients who, between them, fill
about 50 per cent. of the hospital beds.
These sick persons deserve assistance, but

in many cases they would be better catered

for in & suburban hospital equipped with
a suitable ward. It is interesting to note
that one of the sisters at the Hollywood
Repatriation Hospital said that one factor
in the course which impressed her was the
emphasis on the role the family played in
the rehabilitation of aged people. She said
that old people often become apathetic
and lonely, and that families should be
made awatre of the capabilities of the aged.

This is exactly what I have said. Apart
from those patients whoe have to have in-
tense care, the geriatric patients could be
nursed at a hospital close to where they
live and to where their family is.

I will not this evening go into the gques~
tion of fees except to say that the small
amount paid per head for a pensioner adds
up the cost for those who are members of
the Hospitel Benefii Pund.

Only last week I tried to find a bed
for a very sick person; in fact, two people
were in trouble. I could not find a single
bed in any one of the five major hospitals,
and temporary accommodation had to be
made in the patient’s home until a bed
was available. Beds are very urgently
required in the city area for patients who
come not only from the central area of
Perth, but also from the suburbs to obtain
specialist advice and care. Patients also
come from the country. However, it is
not safe for a couniry patient to come to
the ecity until it is certain a bed will be
available.

It is pleasing to note that 100 beds are
being added to St. Annes Hospital, but
they will not completely fill the need of
a central hospital, Although this is a
good hospital, it cannot take the place of
a hospital in a ecentral pasition, such as
the Mount Hospital. However, the Mount
Hospital cannot remain in its present posi-
tion. The noise at present from nearby
works is just fantastic. Nevertheless people
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prefer to he sent to the Mount Hospital
because it has easy access for their
relatives and also bhecause of the well-
trained staff who have a kind personality.

How can the future hospital be built?
Apparentiy the hoard of the hospital must
find the capital cost. From a statement
I read recently it would appear that the
Government will bear the interest on the
capital cost involved with the additional
beds at St. Annes. At a meeting recently
at the hospital—unfortunately 1 was un-
able to attend as Parliatnent was sitting—
the statement was made that the hospital
is sick.

If that is the viewpoint of the staff who
have so long attended to patients in the
hospital, there must be something happen-
ing that is really not normal. Only ence
before have I known a hospital to be on
the sick list, and that is when the old
hospital was considered to be unsuitable
because patients were placed on wet veran-
dahs. Newspaper men were calied in to
supply evidence to the Government, and
the man in the street was questioned.
When one man was asked what a hospital
was, he replied, “Isn't it just somewhere
you lie down when you feel sick?” ‘This
was the individual’s complete idea of a hos-
pital. Later on, we won the issue but, un-
fortunately, the war intervened.

The Hon. C. R. Abbey: Would there not
be a good site where the Mount Hospital
is now situated?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It has been
damaged because of what has happened
around it. I would like the House io bear
with me for a little while longer, because
I want to make clear the attitude I have
adopted towards the hospitals, and towards
medicine generally. I would like to read
a few extracts from an articie which was
written by Professor W. 8. Peart, M.D.,
F.R.C.P, Prefessor of Medicine, St. Mary's
Hospital, London, W.2. Professor Peart
had come to Australia for the specific
purpose of assisting some organisation
which is not stated in the article. I will
read only the relevent paragraphs, which
are as follows;—

I was still struck, perhaps more in
certain Australian cities than in
others, by the strengih of the position
of the general practitioner and the
controlling influenge which he must
inevitably have on hospital practice,
since the consultant physician may
depend for his living on reference of
cases from general practitioners, or at
the other extreme, may hecome like a
general practitioner since patients may
come direct to him without any other
reference. Despite the glories of in-
dependence and high standards of
general practice, in the present state
of advance in medicine this strikes
me as an anachronism which will
perpetuate what is to me an unhealthy
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situation since the controlling influ-
ence in medicine may then rest with
those for whom critical exchange of
ideas leading to better standards of
medicine is necessarily the least. For
different reasons this is a pressing
problem also in Britain and much of
the current discontent can be traced
to a failure in the opposite direction
where the status of the general practi-
tioner has heen decreased and his
relation {op hospital practice lessened.
It is essential in both countries to try
very hard to get a better relation of
general practice to hospital medicine.
e

Later on he says—

It is perhaps not surprising that I
noted a great desire on the part of
the younger doctors to have done with
this system—

Professor.Peart is referring to the system of
junior and senior physicians within the
hospital. To continue--

—and, in many cases, to aim for full-
tlme salaried hospital appeointments,
and it has of course, as pointed out
earlier, got a close bearing on the re-
lationship between the general prac-
titioner and the hospital consultant.
Despite the wrench that would be felt
if yet another bastion of rugeged Aus-
tralian independence were to fall, this
system should be removed as quickly as
possible to enable the proper growth
and development of Australian medi-
cine to occur.

Further on, he says—

The only way to liberate the hospital
consultants seems to me to pay him
for his services and all should have
equal access to out and in-patients.
For the better health, especially of
university hospitals, the idea of part-
time physicians seeing private patients
at their hospital should be encouraged
so that they would bhe readily available
to their colleagues and could take part
more readily in the whole life of the
hospital.

Then, Professor Peart said—

One of the consequences of the wish
of younger physicians and surgeons to
take on full-time paid posts is the
development of special units within
hospitals requiring not only space for
special investigations, but funds for
the support of research activitles
where these develop. Tt is clear that
this will ultimately lead to competi-
tion for all these things with the uni-
versity academlic departments and,
while competition in itself is always
desirable, this will inevitably lead to
much inflighting which will help no-
body.

This really is a very long document, and I
think I have suggested most of the points
which are contained in it. There is one
more very important remark which I would
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like to guote to the House. Professor Peart
said—

I believe that to bring together the best
of the Ausfralian and British system
with the American system is the
target at which to aim. I would there-
fore suggest that in teaching hospitals
the only real future lies in large de-
partments of medicine involving all the
medical activities within that hospital,
so that all the stafl have a relation to
the university. This is seen in the
best American universities. The grave
disadvantage of the American system
is that the chairman of the depart-
ment has an enormous administrative
load, there is a risk of either a too
dictatorial approach by the professor
of medicine or the current chairman
of the department.

Professcr Peart referred to a matter which
I have mentioned very often as something
which is definitely taking place within our
own country. I refer to the fact that
there is very little possibility for Individuals
to obtain satisfaction in their occupation
when they return to Australia from, say,
America. I am referring to voung physic-
jans, surgeons, and others who wish to
study some aspect of medicine abroad and
go overseas in order to do so. I do not
know whether Governments are awake to
the problem which has been described, but
it does exist in this State and, I am sure,
in the other States as well. Young men
and women who are capable of doing re-
search work and who could develop into
first-class scientists, physicians, or surgeons
arrive in America and realise that if they
go back to Australia there will be no
basis for them to begin., They prefer to
stay in the United States. Professor Peart
remarks on this.

I have filrst-hand knowledge of this
problem, because my son has just returned
from America. He told me that quite a
number of young Australians who have
gone to America have decided to stay there
as there is nothing for them in Australia
at the moment. After three years' work in
a section of a university or at a teaching
school in America, they will be eagerly
sought and will be paid handsome salaries.
I think it would be quite common to find
that a medical practitioner who had de-
cided to stay in America, and who had
proved his worth, would be granted a salary
of $25,000 a year after he had been there
for a period of three years. After a further
period of two or three years he would
receive a salary of $50,000 a year. This is
why we are losing so many of our young
people. As I have said, Professor Peart em-
phasised this, and I must stress it is defi-
nitely not good for Australia. England is
losing some of its young men in the same
way.

It seems to me there must be a general
inquiry as to how the medical profession
could come together again and how sec-
tions of the profession could be rejoined, as



t'Thursday, 23 November, 1967.]

it were, with the common aim of caring for
the sick. I consider this is essential.

If members were to read Professor
Peart’s article very closely they would see
the rapidity of thought and clarity of
vision which this man has on the subject
of the medical profession in Australia. He
did not visit Western Australia, and his
remarks are based on the observations
which he made in Melbourne and Sydney.
No matter how muech it cost, I think it
would be cheap to ask him to obtain leave
from office and come ottt here in order to
look at what we are doing, because there
is dissatisfaction in almost every corner.
If Professor Peart would accept the task
of telling us how we could starf again it
would be a wonderful thing for this State.

A number of the medical profession, my-
self included, wonder why young men who
aualify stay in the city. In the main, they
are often very reluctant to go to the coun-
try. We have had complaints about this
and I think they are justified, because the
people in the country areas made remark-
able contributions to the foundation of the
University. They were told that some years
after the University was established doc-
tors would be available for country areas,
but very few doctors have wanted to go to
the country.

It was suggested to me a few days ago
tnat if a bonus were paid to any young
men who wish to study medicine, after
they had passed their examinations, quali-
fied, and were recognised in the hospital
where they were practising, we should then
suggest that they have a duty to spend
some time at least in country areas. I do
not know whether or not one can force
these things on to young pecple, but I do
consider something has to be done in order
to provide country areas with a first-class
'‘medical service.

Ancther group of us believes that an
honours course in medicine should not have
been included the moment the University
was started. Perhaps it would have been
better to have a normal medical course
and then those with higher mental capa-
city could go abroad for further experience.
I do not know to what extent one could run
an honours course and a course for those
who are not able to pass the entrance ex-
amination to a higher degree. We have
looked back over thes period and I could
mention the names of 12 young men who
were keen t0 be doctors and who were all
sons of doctors. It is a curious thing that
megdicine is one of those subjects which
perpetuates itself down a family tree.

It is considered that if these boys had
been given a2 chance some of them would
have practised in the country, because
many of their fathers had started their
medical careers in the country. Whilst I
have no intention of throwing bricks at
anyone, I want to stress that we have
arrived af a very difficult situation. How-
ever, if we could obtain the services of

2435

someone of the calibre of Professor Peart
I feel certain they would rally round him
in such a way that it might mean the end
of our problem. I hope something does
happen; because, unless it does, disaster is.
around the corner.

THE HON F. R. H. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) [9.16 p.m.]J: This Bill which
seeks to authorise the raising of a large
sum of money for the construction of
public works and for other purposes
affords back-benchers an opportunity
to make suggestions on matters af-
fecting their provinces. Whilst many
suggestions put forward by members sit-
ting on back benches very often do not
break through, I hope that this evening
some of our suggestions will break through.
Nevertheless I realise it is adopting a very
parochial point of view to discuss matters.
affecting one’s own province, because the
Bill deals with matters of State-wide im-
portance.

I wish to make a suggestion in regard
to housing, but I do not know whether it
will be accepted. I also wish to refer to the
problem of town planning and of sufficient
land being made available for the building
of houses. I would like to mention that
whenever Mr. Ron Thompson or 1 speak
on the subject of housing, the Minis-
ter for Mines never fails to refer to the
44 empty houses at Medina.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Is that all there
were?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The reporis
of the State Housing Commission show
that was the figure. Before commencing
my remarks I would like to state that I
have to be very careful about using the
word Medina, because when I asked a ques-
tion in regard to the high school, the Min-
ister in his answer said there was no such
school at Medina, but there happened to
be one at Kwinana. So in returning to my
first point I would like to make it clear
that the Lands Department is not making
lazzd available at Medina because it is built
out.

However, at Calista, ancther suburb ad-
joining the same area, there is great
activity in house building at the moment.
It was this that caused me to ask a ques-
tion of the department about what was to
happen in regard to the high school next
year, and it is also the reason why I de-
cided to ask the Minister what was to
happen in regard to the high school in the
coming year.

The Lands Department is making land
available to individuals for purchase, and
it is also making tracts of land available
to builders who, after completing the con-
struction of the homes, have to offer them
for sale. This is quite a good arrange-
ment. but it has a drawback because at
the last two land sales in that area there
were more applicants for the blocks of
land than there <were blocks available,
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Although 65 blocks of land were made
available to individuals for purchase, tracts
of land were also sold to two or three con-
struction companies, such ss Landall and
other similar development companies, and
it seems that some people are justified in
voicing complaints, because these private
purchasers buy this land from the Lands
Department auction at a price of $1,200 or
$1,300 for each block and they must build
homes on them within two years. These
development companies not only make a
profit on the house which they construct,
but also on the block of land, which means
that the price of the blocks made avall-
able lo private individuals for purchase is
increased.

I have had many discussions with mas-
ter builders who are concerned that land
is being made available to one or two con-
struction groups and they want to know
the reason. My answer to them is: What
have you done to obtain some of this land?
Following the last sale of land in that area
the construction firm Landall and other
development companies will build approx-
imately another 180 homes. A further 6¢
will be built within two years by private
purchasers, and construction work has al-
ready commenced on some of them.

What the master builders are concerned
about are the remarks made by the
Premier when members of the Real Estate
and Steck Institute held a conference in
Perth a few weeks age. At that confer-
- ence the Premier stated that whilst he
agreed there was great speculation in land
which caused prices to rise he did not con-
sider any legislative action could be taken
tc prevent this trend.

I now wish to refer to town planning
and in doing so I will quote an article
written by the Presidenf of the Master
Builders’ Association, Mr. Matyear, which
appeared in The West Australian of the
19th October. It reads as follows:—

Builders Want Land Rezoned

T. Maltyear, president, W.A. Master
Builders® Association: The price of
land—no other subject has so held
the headlines in the metropolitan area
over the past 12 months. Everyone
has a reason, an idea, a remedy.

The Government has been urged by
some to legislate against anyone hold-
ing land. It has been urged by others
to release Government land at a low
cost; by others to force the various
authorities to rezone more land for
urban development.

There is no doubt that the powers-
that-he are running in circles, wring-
ing their hands and achieving
nothing,

From time immemorial there has
been one sure cure for high prices
of anything-——make it plentiful. There
is no doubt at all that the price of
land would coame down with a thump
if more urban land was released.
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Services

Why can’'t more land be released:
The plaintive answer (and the onl;
answer so far) has been that the
S.E.C. and water supply and sewerags
departments would have to provide
more services. This was confirmed b
Premier Brand in his speech to the
Real Estate and Stock Institute or
Monday.

Now we come to the real crux o
the matter. The high price of lanc
today is nof caused by the speculator
the public or the developer, but ths
Government departments that are
supposed to provide the services.

The metropolitan area is being hel¢
to ransom by these Governmen!
authorities. Even if the develope:
offers to pay for all the services him.
self, the rezoning is refused. Excep!
in one small area, rezoning is, and has
been, refused at all levels.

If this metropolis of ours has (¢
be geared to the thinking of depart-
ment officials and our various plan-
ning authorities, we will sink intc
mediocrity.

The Premier in his speech on Mon-
day asked for a commonsense answel
to the problem. Here it is: Rezone
more land immediately for urban use

At least nine master builders have ap-
proached me on this subjeet and askec
what we are going to do about it. I know
that almost every member in this Chambei
has different ideas in regard to arriving at
a sSolution. I also know that the Ministe:
for Town Planning has, at all times, wher
he has been approached by members o}
Parliament or other zuthorities to agree
to subdivisions of land suitakle for build-
ing, bent over backwards in an effort tc
make such land available, However, al
the same time, the Minister himself i:
restricted by the Metropolitan Regior
Planning Authority and the Town Planning
Board by-laws and regulations, and Cav-
ernment policy.

What seems to irk master builders most
of all is that they believe there is a greal
deal of land available in the metropolitar
area and that there are many owners whc
are prepared to subdivide it so that it car
be sold as residential blocks, but wher
these owners apply to the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authorify for the right tc
subhdivide they are told that the area is not
yet ripe for development. I would poinl
out that those are my own words.

The position is as set out in the lette:
I have mentioned. Because there is g
shortage of land or a shortage of building
blocks, people who require blocks are pre-
pared to pay more than they can afford
There is a developed area in the Cockburn
district known as the Gerald Road scheme
This scheme was inaugurated because of
a number of factors. The Cockburn Shire
thought that it could have the land
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zoned if part of it which was used for
quarries could be filled in. A part of it
has been used as market gardens also. This
iand would be be suitable for housing.
The Minister for Local Government did
all he could to assist with this project.

The shire thought the blocks would be
sold for $800 to $900 each. The sub-
division was put through and the roads
were built, but the Metropolitan Water
Board would not provide a service unless
there were four houses builf in close
proximity to each other. Where a block
in Doolette Street, which is one of the
streets at the back of the subdivision,
is sold and a house is erected on it, and
another house is erected at the other end
of the street, then neither block can he

provided with a water service. It seems’

that the town planning authority is being
bulldozed into refusing subdivisions of land,
heecause of restriction of services, such as
water and electricity. I am sure the plan-
ning authority in many cases considers the
land should be subdivided to make blocks
available at reasonable prices, but because
water cannnot be connected the authority
will not allow a subdivision. I do not know
whether or not it is doing the right thing.
This is a matter which the Government
should consider urgently, in regard to
future planning. It seems that master
builders are prepared to purchase blocks
for the purpose .of building houses in
groups of 50 to 100.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Do you khow
how many people in the last two years
have built in the area you mentioned? If
you study the figures you will find the
owners are not building.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: How many
acres of land have been made available?

The HBon. L. A. Logan: About 4,000 acres
out of the uvrban deferred land.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The Gerald
Road subdivision consists of 700 acres.
How long will the purchasers have to wait
before they can be provided with a water
service?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: There 1s water in
all those areas.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: There is
none in this area, although the blocks
have been sold. The owners were told by
the Metropolitan Water Board that unless
there were four houses built in close
proximity to each other a service could
not be provided.

The Hon. R. Thompson: TUnless there
are four houses in close proximity to a
main.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: That is
right. Some of the people who purchased
the blocks have had to sell them. The
General Agency Company has bought
many of those blocks, but instead of
selling them at $800 or $900 each
it is asking between $1,800 and $2,400 a
tillock. I have nothing against the General
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Agency Company, but it should not be given
the opportunity to make such huge profits
for doing practically nothing towards devel-
opment, costs of roads, etc.

The Minister has spent days and weeks
in trying to put this subdivision through.
Ailthough the Minister has not said so fo
me, he must have thought at the time
that the blocks would he made available
at reasonable prices. The roads have been
built, but water has not been connected
and so there is little development.

The master builders have another com-
plaint. When they see a block which is
suitable for development they approach
the owner to negotiate for a sale. If the
owner agreed they would appreach the
town planning authority for approval for
subdivision and sale. But the master
builders have to wait several weeks, and
sometimes months, before they are told
whether or not they will be permitted to
purchase for subdivision and development,
I suggest that the time has arrived
when the town planning authority—
after all the experlence it has had—
should be able to prepare a master plan
for the whole of the metropolitan area,
s0 that when the owner of a bioeck of 40
cr 50 acres inguired at the office the
department could inform him within
minutes, from the details on the master
plan, that he could develop it, or that he
could not do anything with the land for
two or five years.

Groups of builders have told me about
this matter, and have asked me to make
it as public as I can—not that they have
any complaint against the town planning
authority as such, but they feel that after
14 or 15 years the time has been reached
when an overall plan should be available,

The Hon. L. A. Logan: All locat auth-
orities should submit their own town
planning schemes.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The Min-
ister has something there. I am aware
that some shires have not played the game
with the Minister or with the town plan-
ning authority. The land south of High
Road, where the Jandakot railway line has
been pulled up, to Armadsale lends itself
to residential development. There are
some swampy paris which could be de-
veloped into parklands. Develapment to
the north of the city has extended beyond
Wanneroco ahd the wireless station. If the
industrial development at Kwinana, men-
tioned by the Minister for Mines Ilast
evening, takes place then a lpt of the land
in that area will be required for housing.

Approval for a subdivision has been
given to the Progress Development Cor-
poration. This land lies at the corner of
North Lake Road and South Street. Within
days of approval the surveyors and hull-
dozers were in, and now the roads are
being built. One house which cost $12,000
three years ago has been bulldozed. Large
organisations are able to ohtain approval



2438

for subdivisions but some master builders
who have been in business in Perth for
20 to 25 years are refused such approval.

Another point 1 wish to raise is that
subdividers of land are required to set
aside a portion for open space. I was told
by a number of people that on seeking
approval for subdivisions they had to give
up part of the land for the building of
roads and for development as open space.
I would like to know what is the policy
of the Government in this regard. Do the
owners have to give the land away with-
out payment, or is the land purchased
from them?

Some of them have become a little upses
when they learned that Landall, which
is developing a block on the south side of
St. John of God Hospital at Belmont, was
paid $22,000 for a strip of land fronting
Great Eastern Highway which is required
for the widening of the highway. They
want to know why the company was paid
that amount, while they themselves
had to give up some of their land without
payment,

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Thiz was for the
purpose ¢f road widening. and everybody
is treated in the same way.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Who pays
for the land which is taken for open
space? There is an area at Bibra Lake
helonging to a Mr. Wills Johnson. This
adjoins the Ccolbellup area, but Coolbellup
will be huilt out within a few months. This
a2rea will be similarly affected. There is the
Dolson development project which is in
the same category. There is also an area
between Willagee and Coolbellup which
lends itself to development. The services
are already econnected to both ends of it,
and it is only a matter of joining the ser-
vices. I have been azsked to bring these
matters before the notice of the fown plan-
ning authority.

The Hon. I.. A. Logan: We tried to get
an overall scheme, but we could not get, all
the owners to co-operate.

The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY: This is a
comment, which the people concerned will
be able to read. I know it took about five
yvears to get approval forr the development
of the Gerald Road project. The master
builders are wondering whether it is the
shortage of staff, or the large number of
applications before the authority which is
causing the authority to take such a iong
time to make decisions. Is it a case of the
authority {rying to get an overall plan?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Plans have to be
processed by many departments. They
must be sent back to the local authority
concerned and to the departments.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I hope
these matters which have been drawn to
the attention of the Minister will not he
regarded as criticism of the town planning
authority. After having been established
for 13 or 14 years it should have developed
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sufficientiy to arrive at decisions expediti
spusly. €ome of the red tape should b
put aside. It is an anomaly that a firm lik
Landall is paid $22,000 for a small piec
of tand fronting a rcad, while othel owner
have to give up portions of their land with
out payment.

The Hon. L. A. Loganh: The owners hav
only to give up the [and from within thei
subdivisions. AN owners have to do thai

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: 1 am no
going to conclude my speech without say
ing something about housing. I hav
already satd a great deal on this subjec
this year, but I have a lot more to say
Mr. Robinson said that 79 or 80 people hai
refused the accommodation offered then
by the State Housing Commission. In thre
yvears I have had the experience of tw
families doing this, but they had five an
six children and were offered accommpoda
tion with only two bedrooms. Of course
this was nowhere near sufficient.

The situation is that the Housing Com:
mission is not building sufficlent houses fo:
either rental gor purchase purposes. Dur
ing the debate on the Address-in-Reply,
quoted letters—and they are recorded ir
Hansard—about people who applied fo
homes in October, 1965. A few weeks ag¢
I was informed that at present application:
for May, 1965, in the Fremantle priorit:
area are aonly now being processed. Thi
Parliamentary liaison officer in the S.H.C
is Mr. Alan Johnson. I do not sup
pose any officer has ever served the depart-
ment better than he has. However, he ha
to refuse applications time and time agair
hecause he just does not have the house:
available. It is no gcod Mr. Robinsor
letlting off steam and talking about 10,00(
houses being built.

The Hon. H. R. Rohinson:
the facts of life.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I have the
facts of life in the 1965-66 annual repors of
the commission.

The Hon, R. Thompson: He did noi
know what he was talking about.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Mr. Rob-
insgn would not even know that such a
report had been printed. No-one is deny-
ing that a State total of 8,880 house:
was built in 1965-66. It is here in black
and white in the reporf. However, of
that number the State Housing Commis-
sion built only 2,025 and, incidentally.
that includes war service homes, purchase
homes, rental homes, and everything else.

The Hon. R. Thompson: As against the
ﬁ,oggsf‘;omes the Labor Government crected
in .

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You know what
the Labor Government did to us by that,
don't you? It nearly sent us hroke.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: It is no
good the Minister for Mines persisting with
his arrogant manner in regard to what he

These are
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found in 1959-60, because the facts are
here in the report of the State Housing
Ceommission. Actually it gives ail the
figures right back to 1945-46. It gives the
total number of houses erected by all
authorities, and the number erected by
the State Housing Commission.

In 1953-54, the State Housing Commis-
sion built 3,300 houses out of a fotal of
7.8300 for the year. In 1954-55, it built
4,425 of the total 9,000 erected in the
State with the help of private enterprise.
In 1964-65 the total number of houses
erected by all concerned-—Government
and private enterprise-——was 9,125,

‘The Hon. E, C. House: Does that in-
clude those erected in the country?

The Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: Yes. Ac-
companying this report is a map which
indicates the number of houses built in
each country town in the State. This is
actually the best report which has ever
been produced by the State Housing Com-
mission, and it will answer for ever the
political attitude of the Minister for Mines
as to what he found in 1959. I will tell
the Minister of the position as he found
it in 1959,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are gefting
arrogant now,

The Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: The Min-
ister found that in 1959 the number of
houses built in the whole State was re-
duced from 9,100 in 1954-55 to 6,000. I
am quoting the figures for the whole of
the State because they were the figures
used by Mr, Robinson. Why was the figure
reduced to 6,000 in 1959? The reason is
that the Prime Minister (Sir Robert
Menzies) did what Ben Chifley wanted to
do. He nationalised the banks. The banks
were told that they could lend only so
much money. No-one knows better than
does Mr. Griffith, who followed Mr.
Graham in office, the difficulty which this
created.

This is the last time I want to speak
on housing. I do not even want to speak
about it next year if I can avoid doing
so. I have here a letter from the State
Housing Commission but I do not wish to
quote the name concerned. However, the
file No. is 7842 of 1966. The letter,
addressed to me, reads—

‘Dear Sir,
I refer to your representations on
behalf of of 159 High Road,

Melville, regarding their housing prob-
Tem.

The investigation of this case has
been completed but I regret to advise
that approvel is not granted for this
family to he offered accommodation
on an Emergent basis,

The applications for both rental and
purchase are recorded on the Freman-
tle Priority Lists as from the 11th Oc-
tober, 1966, —

.
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Admittedly, that is only 13 months ago.
The letier continutes—
—and from the report it is noted—
I hope members will digest these next two
paragraphs, which read—
that . , . and his dependants have been
living at the current address since
marriage in January last, and that
the applicant is receiving approxi-
mately $48.40 per week, inclusive of
avertime,

I know you realise there are many
applicants who are experiencing hous-
ing hardships of varying degrees, but
who have a far higher priority by
virtue of date of lodgement of their
applications. Therefore, it is con-
sidered it would be most unfair to
those earlier applicants if the Com-
mission were {o grant assistance
ahead of turn in this instance.

You have my assurance that when
the Commission is in a position to
deal with applications lodged in Oc-
tober, 1966,—

The State Housing Commission is only
now processing houses from the priority
list for May, 1965. It has made no pro-
gress at all. I have written to this gentle-
man tonight and informed him this was
an impertinent reply, I told him I in-
tended to speak in the House tonight, but
that T would not quote his name.

He is a young married man with ftwo
children. The second baby arrived only
three weeks ago. The inspector came to
the house. They are living with the wife's
mother, father, adult brother, and adult
sister. Originally he was told that as he
had only one child he had no chance of
obtaining emergent accommodation, sp he
thought he would be in a better position
when the second baby arrived. However,
I have just read the reply received fo the
latest letter written to the commission.

What I want to know is what it has to
da with the State Housing Commission
that this man has been living with his
inlaws since his marriage? What business
is it of the commission that this man is
earning $48.40 inclusive of overtime? That
is only £24 a week, Is the commission sug-
gesting that he is living cheaply because
he is with his inlaws, and that therefore
he can afford to find accommodation else-
where?

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: When did he
lodge the application?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I have
already admitted that it was only 13
months ago; but the situation is that the
house in which they are living is over-
crowded. The health inspector from the
Melville Shire has told the family it must
move out, but where will they go?

Mr. Robinson sald that it was no
trouble to obtain houses. I have here
letters dated the 9th April, the 5th April,
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the 1st November,
many, many more.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Don’t you
think the situation has been created by the
increase in the population and the afluent
sgciety?

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: Of course
it has been. But what has the State Hous-
ing Commission done to meet the problem?
I know that a member has only to say a
couple of words to Mr. Robinson and he
will sit down. I will not sit down.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are hecom-
ing arrogant.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I certainly
am because I am now starting to have
sleepless nights worrying about these un-
fortunate people. I even had to appear in
court a week ago to try to persuade the
magistrate to do something, but his hands
were tied as he is permitted to give a
tenant relief to a maximum of 28 days,
when he must be evicted.

I have here a cutting from that very
goond paper we receive, The Good Neigh-
bour, and it reads—

Rents “too high” for new
arrivals

Few miigrants arriving in Australia
were in a positon to buy a house, the
Emigration Attache of the Raoyal
Netherlands Embassy, Mr, F. Jensma,
told the annual meeting of the A.C.T.
Good Neighbour Couneil.

“The majority are not in a position
to buy a house and therefore must
look for a place to rent,” he said.

“Since there seems to be a great
shortage of houses to let and a large
demand, the rents are hieh—in many
cases too high for recent arrivals.”

Families with two or more children
were handicapped most, Mr. Jensma
said.

High rents hindered any chance the
migrant had of saving enough for a
deposit on a house of his own.

And the demand for houses was in-
creasing because people born in the
“baby boomm” after the Second World
War were now establishing families.

“It might be something for the Geod
Neighbour Councils to look into,” Mr.
Jensma said.

“To quote Alan Stoller in the book,
New Faces: '1f we are to encourage
integration, good standards of housing

are necessary’.

My, Jensma said that, unlike in the
immediate post-war period, a person
thinking of migrating today was likely
to weigh the pros and cons of each
immigration country.

This applied particularly to the
migrant who had no relative already
settled in one of the countries.

“Nowadays, more than before, the
people want to know what they can

the 14th July, and
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expect to ind in the receiving countr;
and compare this with what is avail
able in their own country,” M
Jensma said.

Comparing the growing preferenc
for Canada of Dutch migrants, he sai
that, as Canada had plenty of house
and apartments for rent, it did no
need hostels.

But Australia's main advantage
over Canada were its stable employ
ment situation and its climate.

Mr, Jensma quoted the Minister fo
Immigration, Mr. Snedden, as hav
ing said: ‘“‘Australia is in a strongl
competitive market for a valuabl
commodity.”

“This statement puis in a nutshe!
that things have changed tremen
dausly since the early post-wa
period,” Mr, Jensma said.

In his annual report, the presideni
Mr. J. R. Paget, said three branche
of the A.C.T. Good Neighbour Counei
had been formed during the year.

The article continues—

This vear we hope to achieve th
formation of at least another thre
or even four more branches.

The idea is to discuss the matter of rent
being tco high. The letter which was re
ceived from the State Housing Cominis
sion on the 22nd November suggests tha
a man cannot get out of the crowded hom
in which he has been living since Januar
last. What is the State Housing Commis
sion suggesting? 1 am going to take thi
letter to Mr. O'Neil.

The Hon. R. P, Hutchison: Don't d
that before I get to him.

The Hon, P. R. H. LAVERY: Two peopk
are being evicted. I spoke to two this after
noon, and Mr. Ron Thompson knows hoil
of them. One is to leave on the Til
December and the other is to leave on th
2nd December, because they have receive
replies today from the S.H.C. to the effec
that the commission cannot help them
One man has four children and the othe
has three. Where are they to go
Of course, they could go into flats or some
thing similar, provided they could pay $2
or more per week In rent. They ar
working people and not the people %
whom Mr. Robinson referred who ar
building in Dianella and who, after hav
ing paid £4,000 for a block of land, pa
512,000 to build the house.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Do vyo
think that is the only type of person wh
lives in Dianella, Scarborough, or Karrin
yup?

The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY: I hav
reiatives who live in Dianella and the
paid $14,000 for a home and $4,000 fo
the block of land. The people to whom
aim referring cannot pay this money. COn
man is receiving $48 per week and he jus
cannot afford to pay $20 per week in reni
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The Hon. H. R. Robinson: You want
him to get a home in 13 months.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Mr. Robinson has
made his speech, such as it was.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I have
mentioned twice that what I am com-
plaining about is the audacity of some
person writing an insulting letter such as
the one T have referred to. not to mention
the fact that I have to send this letter on.

Rents are such that a man appeared in
the Perth Police Court last Mondey on an
eviction charge. He has six children, The
amount of rental he was paying was $18
per week. Perhaps he is paying $17 per
week; I could stand to be corrected on that
figure. He was informed by the magis-
trate that he had until the 14th December
to get out. Then the owner came to him
aind said. “As from tfoday your rent is
going to be $20.”

The Hon. R. P. Hutchison: They did
the same with a person who has six
children.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I went to
the Crown Law Department and found
that this is illegal. I told the man to pay
the rent he was paying at the time he went
to court and let the other man summons
him. He has six children. How or where
is he going to find a house? He is a
migrant who has been in the country for
13 months. He is a joiner by trade and
tried to work in the open spaces up north
in order to earn more money. He is not
particularly strong in the chest and was
unable to do this kind of work. He has
until the 14th December before he wiil be
evicted. 1 repeat: Where is he to go?

It is because of added population that
this problem is so acute. I would like
to mention this for the benefit of Mr.
Robinson. More than 2,500 people each
Year are coming into my electorate in
Melville, Applecross, and Kwinana. The
State Housing Commission has done a
wonderful job at Coolbellun. However, for
whom did the State Housing Commission
build these homes? It built them for
people who are earning under 850 per
week, They were not built for people who
can afford to build houses in Dianella after
they have paid $4,000 for a block of land.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: That is
robbery.

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY: I want
to thank members who have listened to me
for so long. I did not mean to take up this
length of time. As a responsible citizen in
the community, and as the representative
for my electorate, I want to emphasise that
I do not stand up in this House in order
to teil lies. The situation is very drasiic.
People who are earning $50 or less per
week are finding it impossible to obtain
accommodation; and if a man has two
or more children, where can he obtain
a flat? I must mention that yesterday I
managed to zet a flat for a man who has
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five children. The owner allowed him to
have it for six weeks because of the child-
ren. The previous tenants paid $16 per
week, but this man will have to pay $20
per week.

I must mention something about Rock-
ingham. The State Housing Commission
has put its foot down so far as evictions
at Rockingham are concerned. I do not
blame the commission. People who own
properties in Rockingham let them in the
off-season for between $16 and $18 per
weck. Now these owners are starting to
give hotice to evict the tenants, hecause
during the summeyr season it will be possible
for them to receive between $40 and $50 in
rent per week. I took an application to
the State Housing Commission of a per-
son who had an 18 months' priority. The
State Housing Commission said straightout
that, because he is living in Rockingham, it
just will not listen to the case. .

The Bon. E. C. House: Will high-density
flats and housing help?

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: I wish to
make one final suggestion before I con-
clude. This does not come from me, but
I am picking somebody else's brains. At
the moment there are hetween 300 and
400 homes in the metropolitan area occu-
pied by single persons—widows or widowers.

The Housing Commission has always
been gracious in the matier and has never
said that these people have to get out.
The commission allows them to carry on.
Would it not be possible to build 300 or
400 one-bedroom units? It would certainly
ke much cheaper to build 300 single units
for people who are now living in a home
which could accommodate familles of two
or three children, because there is ade-
quate hedroom accommodation. If Mr.
Johnson could have a guarantee of some-
thing like this, I am sure he would feel 10
vears younger, because he knows this is the
situation. Perhaps the Government could
do something about the problem by this
means. It is not necessary that all of
them should be built in the one place; the
commission could build these blocks where-
ever it wished. If a person who was
occupying a home refused to go into a
single unit when it was built, I think the
Housing Commission would be quite justi-
fied in saying, “We give you a month in
which to get out, because we want to put
a family into the house.”

I thank members for listening to me.
I hope something will be done to overcome
the wvery difficult situation which exists
with high rents and a lack of housing for
those who are on low incomes. I stress
that the majority of people in the low
income bracket are prepared to pay a rea-
sonable rent in cash and not run into debt.

THE HON. G. E. D. BRAND (Lower
North) [10.10 pm.]l: I would like to go
mad about housing too, but I dare not.
However, I have a few requests to make
later on. First of all 1 would like to say
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that I have enjoyed listening to members
speaking on their various topics this even-
Ing. I have a soft spot for the troubles
which Mr. Clive QGriffiths encounters;
though he apparently does not have van-
dals down his way. I read in this evening’s
Daily News that some unkind person in
Exmouth who does not like Americans
decided on Thanksgiving Day, which was
last Thursday, to let down half of the tyres
of the cars which were in the town. I do
not know why it was done; but, apparently,
somebhody thought it was a lot of fun.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: You are having
trouble up your way?

The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND: Yes. I
would like to mention a few matters this
evening which I think require some atten-
tion. In some cases I want to give thanks
to people who have done certain jobs, and
in other cases I wish to express the hope
that certain action will be taken in the
future,

Memhers might recall that we had some
frouble with natives’ dogs in Laverton some
time ago. Members may also recall that
one of the stations had lost & large
number of sheep due to the depredations
of these dogs. - The pastoral pecple tried
their own method of strewing poison baits
around, hut the natives were too gquick
and went around the stations picking up
the baits and throwing them around the
properties. They got their own back by
killing the dogs which belonged to the
pastoralists.

I want to record a vote of thanks to
Inspector Clarey who has been to Laverton
and has settled the whole matter. He put
on his best uniform and had a serious
talk, through interpreters, with the natives.
‘The matter has been fixed up satisfac-
torily. It is now one dog per man or else!
I do wish to record my own vote of thanks
to Inspector Clarey on this matter.

I was not joking when I said earlier that
I wished to make some remarks on hous-
ing. As members know, most of the houses
which are erected at Exmouth Gulf have
been erected on a partnership basis by the
Commonwealth and the State for the pur-
pose of housing Commonwealth and State
employees. Colonel Murdoch, who is the
commissioner, has has a hard job persuad-
ing his staff at the shire office, which is
under his control, to stay while they have
to live in caravan parks, and other make-
shift accommodation. I know it is the
policy of the State Housing Commission
and of the Minister to keep a watchful
eye on a new townsite for a little while
to make sure that the area warrants the
guilding of State Housing Commission

omes.

I wish to request that the Government
does keep an eye on this case and, as
soon as possible, builds some State Housing
Commission homes. If this were done, the
commissioner would be able to keep some
of his staff, and other people who are not
able to secure homes, because they are
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not working for the Commonwealth or
the State Government, would be able to
find a pillow upon which to lay their
heads. 1 hope the Minister will offer some
help in the not too distant future.

I noticed recently in the Northern Times
that the Carnarvon Shire Council had
received a letter from Mr. Brightwell, a
Carnarvon businessman, requesting the
Council to give consideration to erecting a
bloeck of toilets and establishing a rubbish
tip at Quobba Blowhole Reserve, which is
a well-known area where people go to
swim and fish in the summer months.
Knowing this, T wonder if the Tourist
Development Authority would be able fo
give some sort of financial assistance. I
do not know whether application would
have to made, but I suppose it would. I
wanted to point it out so that the Tourist
Development Authority knows the request
is being made, and perhaps it may do
something fowards it,

Today a report on fishing has been
tabled by the Minister for Fisheries and
Faunza. The report covers the Shark Bay
area. It is quite interesting fo read this
document, but probably it would take more
time to discuss than I have available.

I would like to mention a couple oi
facts. We all know there has heen a de-
¢line in fishing at Shark Bay. It has been
more or less suggested that in the very
near future the processing factory at
Shark Bay or Denham will be closing
down. The annual production in the pro-
cessing factory has dropped by 500,000 Ib.
in the past two years, as was stated by
the general! manager—Mr, F. Pensabene—
on the bth August, 1967. He was referring
to the fish treabed at the Planet fisheries
factory. He made these observations dur-
ing the visit of the committee which in-
vestigated the situation at the time.

I hope that if anything comes out of
this report it will be investigated with a
view to making sure that the people there
have something solid behind them; par-
ticularly those who depend on fishing in
that area for a livelihod. Fishing has been
their main source of income for many
Vears.

We all know this is the oldest part of
Australia—it was discovered in 1616, When
the report is studied I hope the Govern-
ment in its wisdom will find some way to
assist the people at Shark Bay; to help
them restore the fishing industry to a more
sound footing.

I have some rather interesting notes
here concerning my electorate, though 1
fear 1 will not have time to deal with
them all. I would, however, like to take
the opportunity to thank the Main Roads
Department for the excellent work it does
in the northern part of the Siate.

Recently we have heard a great deal of
talk about soil conservation, and we are
all aware that soil erosion affects the
roads in that area. At about this time
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last year I visited Shark Bay and Exmouth
Gulf. There were very strong southerly
winds blowing at the time—and they had
been blowing for some time previously—-
which resulted in the sand being blown
away.

It also resulted in ouicrops of gravel
being left, to such an extent that one did
not know whether one was on the road or
in the sand. The Main Roads Department
did a wonderful job in bringing the road
back to a suitable condition. This not
only refers to the Shark Bay road, which is
80-0dd miles long from the turn-off at the
Qverlanders, but it also refers to the 120
miles from Minilya Station into Exmouth.
It was quite a gdifficult job, but the Main
Roads Department carried out the work
most efficiently, despite the fact that there
was no gravel on which to work: it was
meostly sand which had to be tamped down
and treated. The department has done
everything possible to help the motorist in
thiz matter.

There is nothing more that I can say.
1 do hope that some good will emanate
from the report that has been handed in
by the fisheries advisory committee.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. Dolan.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

-THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—-Minister for Mines) [1¢.19
pm.]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.30 p.m. tomorrow (Friday).

Gluestion put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m,

Legislative Assnnhly
Thursday, the 23rd November, 1967

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (3}): RETURNED
1. Marking of Lamb and Hogget Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with
an amendment.
2. Reserves Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with-
out amendment.
3. Evidence Act Amendment Bill (No.
2).
Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.
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QUESTIONS (16): ON NOTICE

1. DMr.

GIFT DUTY
Deduction from Probate Duly
GAYFER asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Justice:

2. Mr.

Regarding gift duty which is paid
by a person who dies shortly aiter-
wards so that the amount of the
gift is deemed part of the estate
for probate duty purposes, is the
amount of gift duty already paid
refunded or deducted from pro-
bate duty payahle?

. COURT replied:

In the circumstances indicated,
secticn 99 of the Administration
Act provides that from probate
duty assessable by the State Gov-
ernment there shall be deducted
the ad valoremn stamp duty paid
fo the State Government on the
deed or instrument that evidenced
the gift.

Gift duty paid to the Common-
wealth Government is similarly
allowed as a deduction from State
duty assessable by the Common-
wealth Government.

FREEWAY
Darlington-Boya Area
DUNN asked the Minister for

Works:

(1)

(2)

3

(4}

(5

Mr.

1)
(2)

3)

Has the Main Roads Department
made any formal approach to the
overall planning authority in con-
nection with its consideration of
the possible freeway through the
Darlington-Boya area as a pos-
sible alternative or adjunet to
Great Eastern Highway?

Have any properties been taken
over by the Government in order
to provide for this proposed free-
way?

Is the subdivisional planning of
this area being developed on the
basis of this proposed freeway?
If the answer to (2) and (3)
is “Yes,” does not this indicate
that a firm decision has been
made regarding this proposed
freeway?

If the answer to (4) is *“Yes,” can
he advise when the decision on
this proposed freeway was made?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No.

No proverties have been acquired
to date.

to (5) Preliminary investigations
are being carried out to locate a
future alternative route to Great
Eastern Highway. One of the
routes being examined is that
passing through Boya and



